More  than  a  march 

Six  busy  days  around  the  big  event  spark  new 
activism 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  queers  across  the 
country  are  ready  to  make  the  most  of  the 
March  on  Washington.  Despite  controversy 
over  who  should  address  the  afternoon  rally 
and  which  events  and  demands  deserve 
priority,  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  expected 
in  unprecedented  numbers  and  variety. 
With  over  72  related  happenings  (see  calen¬ 
dar  pp.  30-31)  in  addition  to  the  March  itself 
and  two  rallies,  organizers  hope  the  six-day 
event  will  spark  a  new  wave  of  activism  in 
numerous  arenas.  “Agitate,  Educate, 
Organize!,”  the  title  of  a  scheduled  AIDS 
activist  event,  is  the  clear  theme  of  our 
Washington  gathering. 

We  can  see  ourselves  —  lesbians  and  gay  men 
of  color  organize 

Some  ot  the  most  dynamic  march  or¬ 
ganizing  has  come  from  lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  color.  The  breadth  of  this  organizing 
will  be  evident  at  the  Sunday  morning  rally 
organized  by  the  March’s  People  of  Color 
Task  Force.  Pat  Parker,  a  Black  poet  and 
activist;  Randy  Burns,  co-founder  of  Gay 
American  Indians;  Essex  Hemphill,  a  Black 
poet;  Tana  Loi,  an  Asian-American  health 
care  worker;  Loren  Laureano,  a  Latino  ac¬ 
tivist  and  PWA;  Connie  Panzarino,  a 
disabled  lesbian  activist;  Gil  Mangaong,  a 
Filipino  activist;  Damian  Martin,  co¬ 
founder  of  the  Institute  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
youth;  Buffy  Dunker,  an  82-year-old  les¬ 
bian  editor  and  author;  Faith  Nolan,  a 
Black  Canadian  blues  singer;  and  the 
Lavender  Lights  Gospel  Choir  are  just  a  few 
of  the  speakers  and  cultural  performers  who 
will  share  the  same  stage. 

The  morning  rally  is  intended  to  deal  with 
issues  not  given  prominence  in  the  after¬ 
noon  rally,  according  to  Gisele  Mills  of  the 
People  of  Color  Task  Force:  “Our  focus  is 
to  demonstrate  our  diversity. . ..  We  have 
messages  of  solidarity  from  the  first  lesbian 
feminist  conference  in  Mexico  City,  from 
[the  Dineh  tribe  of]  Big  Mountain,  South 
Dakota  and  from  gay  atheists. . ..  Issues  of 
the  People  of  Color  Task  Force  were  deem¬ 
ed  priorities  —  addressing  apartheid - ” 

The  last  hour  of  this  rally,  which  is  schedul¬ 
ed  from  9  a.m.  till  1  p.m.,  will  be  performers 
who  will  send  people  off  “inspired  and 
ready  to  go,”  added  Mills. 

The  People  of  Color  Task  Force  has  dealt 
with  numerous  conflicts  in  march  organiz¬ 
ing.  There  have  been  battles  over  inclusion 
of  specific  demands  in  march  literature;  the 
most  publicized  case  resulted  in  the  censure 
of  the  Southern  California  contingent,  who 
refused  to  include  an  anti-discrimination  de¬ 
mand  in  their  literature.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  15 
No.  5) 

“It’s  been  really  frustrating,”  said  Mills. 
“What  often  happens  is  that  the  caucus 
spends  more  time  educating  people  around 
the  issues  than  dealing  with  what  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  people  of  color  in  this  march.” 

Mills  noted  that  it  is  often  hard  to  do 
coalition  work  within  the  gay  and  lesbian 
movement  because  white  lesbians  and  gay 
men  often  feel  their  issues  will  be  diluted  by 
adding  concerns  of  people  of  color.  “That’s 
really  backwards,”  said  Mills.  “Until  apar¬ 
theid  is  over,  no  one  is  going  to  be  free.” 

“We  don’t  want  to  worry  about  shaking 
white  lesbians  and  gay  men  by  the  collar  and 
showing  them  that  we  exist,”  added  Mills. 
“We  can  see  ourselves.”  To  that  end  there 


will  be  some  events  by  and  for  people  of  col¬ 
or.  The  first  meeting  of  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Latino  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ac¬ 
tivists  is  scheduled  for  Saturday  afternoon. 
The  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays  and  the  People  of  Color  Caucus  of 
the  March  are  sponsoring  workshops  for  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  on  Saturday.  Topics  will  include 
grassroots  organizing  skills,  AIDS  in  our 
communities  and  a  forum  for  women  of  col¬ 
or. 

Other  events  focusing  on  people  of  color 
include  slide  presentations  about 
Asian/Pacific  lesbians  sponsored  by  Les¬ 
bian  International  Visibility,  Black  and 
White  Men  Together’s  seventh  anniversary 
celebration  and  an  evening  performance  by 
Essex  Hemphill  and  Wayson  Jones. 

Members  of  the  People  of  Color  Task 
Force  are  also  organizing  a  Saturday 
meeting  to  “build  the  lavender  stiipe  of  the 
Rainbow.”  “The  main  purpose  [of  this 
meeting]  is  to  network  for  those  of  us  in¬ 
terested  in  taking  responsibility  in  building 
lesbian  and  gay  support  for  [presidential 
candidate,  Jesse]  Jackson,”  said  organizer 
Pam  David.  In  addition,  the  meeting  is  in¬ 
tended  to  bring  issues  of  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  to  the  forefront  of  the  Rainbow  Coali¬ 
tion. 

Jackson  had  a  lesbian/gay  community 
representative  working  on  his  campaign  in 
1984.  According  to  David,  there  is  interest 
in  creating  an  advisory  board  to  work  with 
the  lesbian/gay  community  representative 
for  the  1988  campaign.  This  board  may 
come  out  of  the  October  10  meeting. 

Many  organizers  of  events  relating  to  the 
March  are  hoping  to  develop  new  organiza¬ 
tions  and  new  visions  for  lesbians,  gay  men 
and  bisexuals.  Whether  the  topic  is  electoral 
politics,  sex,  AIDS,  labor  unions,  or  relig¬ 
ion,  various  contingents  are  hoping  for  un¬ 
precedented  Networking  with  a  capital  ‘N.’ 

AIDS  organizing  —  Taking  it  to  the  streets 

One  networking  opportunity  is  “Agitate, 
Educate,  Organize!”  this  workshop  — 
sponsored  by  organizations  including  New 
York’s  Act  Up,  San  Francisco’s  Citizens  for 
Medical  Justice,  the  National  Association  of 
People  with  AIDS,  Natinal  Latino  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Activists  and  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  —  is  intended  to  be  a  plan¬ 
ning  vehicle  for  AIDS  activists.  A  week  of 
demonstrations  in  the  spring  of  1988  as  well 
as  an  AIDS  Action  Pledge  organized  out  of 
San  Francisco  will  be  on  the  agenda. 

“Everyone  is  scared  of  what  a  national 
[AIDS  Activist]  movement  means,”  work¬ 
shop  organizer  Rob  David  told  GCN.  “The 
opportunity  is  here,  we  just  have  to  rise  to  it. 
We  need  to  look  at  the  problems  globally. 
We’re  citizens  of  a  very  powerful  nation.  If 
we  don’t  take  the  most  responsible  and 
humanistic  approach,  it  is  going  to  be  felt  all 
around  the  world.” 

Sex  and  Politics 

“Our  sexuality  is  more  and  more  a  part  of 
public  discussions,”  said  Sue  Hyde, 
organizer  of  the  October  10  Sex  and  Politics 
workshop  and  staffperson  for  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  “Five  years 
ago  we  wouldn’t  have  seen  the  words  anal 
intercourse  in  the  New  York  Times.” 

The  Sex  and  Politics  workshop,  which 
Continued  on  page  27 
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Quote  of  the  week 


“Do  I  ever  wish  I  was  born  a  guy?  Lord 
no.  I’ve  always  been  a  sissy  and  if  I’d  been 
born  a  man  I’d  have  been  a  drag  queen! 
‘Cause  I  love  to  primp]” 

— Dolly  Parton,  in  response  to  an  audience 
member’s  question  on  her  new  television 
variety  series.  When  asked  if  she  believed  in 
living  together  before  marriage  she  replied, 
“/  don’t  believe  in  living  together  after 
you’re  married.  But  I’m  not  one  to  judge 
other  people,  I  figure  everybody’s  got  their 
own  thing  going.  ” 

Chicago  doc 
reinstated 

CHICAGO  —  As  part  of  an  out-of-court 
settlement  reached  between  his  attorneys 
and  Cook  County  Hospital  (CCH),  Dr. 
Renslow  Sherer  was  reinstated  as  Director 
of  AIDS  services  at  CCH.  The  hospital  also 
acknowleged  that  all  of  its  4,000  employees 
can  give  information  to  the  media  on  mat¬ 
ters  of  public  concern  without  prior 
clearance  from  its  Office  of  Public  Affairs. 

Sherer  was  removed  from  his  post  by  hos¬ 
pital  director  Terrance  Hansen  on  July  23 
after  revealing  that  CCH  was  soon  going  to 
open  an  AIDS  ward.  Although  Sherer’s 
dismissal  was  seen  by  the  gay  community  as 
punishment  for  his  gay-affirmative  stance, 
Hansen  claimed  that  this  action  was  taken 
because  Sherer  failed  to  seek  administration 
approval  for  his  statement  before  making  it. 
However,  a  local  court  immediately  struck 
down  CCH’s  attempt  to  establish  a  “gag 
law”  as  clearly  unconstitutional. 

The  hospital  has  agreed  to  send  letters  to 
all  its  employees  announcing  the  elimination 
of  the  gag  law. 

□  Michael  C.  Botkin 

The  land  of  1000 
lakes  and  1 6 
discriminating 
nursing  homes 

ST.  PAUL,  MN  —  Minnesota’s  Human 
Rights  Department  has  again  taken  the  lead 
in  fighting  against  AIDS  discrimination  ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Equal  Time  News.  The  agency  re¬ 
cently  charged  16  nursing  homes  in  north¬ 
eastern  Minnesota  with  illegal  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  people  with  AIDS  for  refusing 
to  admit  them  for  care.  All  16  refused  in 
August  to  accept  a  person  with  AIDS 
(PWA)  referred  by  St.  Mary’s  Medical 
Center  in  Duluth.  This  was  the  fourth  at¬ 
tempt  to  place  Duluth  PWAs  in  nearby  nur¬ 
sing  homes  in  1987.  The  homes  were  charg¬ 
ed  with  discriminating  on  the  basis  of 
physical  disability. 

Department  commissioner  Steven  Cooper 
said,  “These  widespread  discriminatory  ac¬ 
tions  cruelly  deprive  the  very  people  most  in 
need  of  this  type  of  medical  facility.”  PWAs 
most  often  choose  to  either  go  to  a  nursing 
home  150  miles  further  south,  or  stay  in 
hospitals  unnecessarily,  adding  to  their  ex¬ 
penses. 

The  nursing  homes  will  have  20  days  to 
respond  to  the  charges.  An  enforcement  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  department  will  then  be  assigned 
to  the  case.  The  department’s  claims  could 
lead  to  criminal  misdemeanor  charges  and 
civil  suits,  and  the  homes  could  lose  their 
state  licenses.  Cooper  said  he  may  ask  for  an 
injunction  ordering  the  nursing  homes  to 


admit  PWAs.  Federal  officials  could  with¬ 
hold  federal  Medicare  funds. 

Nursing  home  administrators  have 
publicly  said  their  staffs  are  not  trained  to 
care  for  PWAs  and  that  they  have  a  bed 
shortage.  Additionally,  the  maximum  state 
reimbursement  for  each  patient  requiring 
around-the-clock  care  is  $94/day,  which 
they  say  is  insufficient  for  caring  for  PWAs. 

□  Marc  Stein 

Follow  the  lesbian 
strength  banner 

LONDON  —  Three  thousand  women,  in¬ 
cluding  Black  lesbians,  Jewish  lesbians  and 
an  s/m  contingent,  came  out  for  the  Lesbian 
Strength  March  on  June  13th  despite  rain 
that  continued  throughout  the  day. 

The  choicest  moment  as  reported  by  Out- 
write  was  when  “a  preacher  man  in  Hyde 
Park  telling  the  women  they  were  all  damn¬ 
ed  and  diseased  was  shouted  down  by  march 
stewards  saying,  ‘On  your  way  to  Hell 
follow  the  Lesbian  Strength  Banner.’  ” 

□  Joan  Doyle 

Hyatt  don’ts: 
cornrow  do’s 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  After  more  than 
a  year  of  employment  at  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Crystal  City,  Cheryl  Tatum  was  fired  from 
her  job  as  cashier  because  of  her  cornrow 
hairstyle.  The  Hyatt’s  Personnel  Director 
confronted  Tatum  on  her  “extreme  hair¬ 
style”  and  said,  “What  would  the  guests 
think  if  we  allowed  you  all  to  wear  your  hair 
like  that!” 

The  Guardian  reports  that  Tatum  has  fil¬ 
ed  suit  with  the  Equal  Employment  Oppor¬ 
tunity  Commission  (EEOC)  against  the 
Hyatt.  She  seeks  back  pay,  compensation 
damage,  punitive  damage  and  attorney’s 
fees.  Although  the  Hyatt’s  employee  hand¬ 
book  states  no  regulation  against  cornrow 
hairstyles,  Eric  Steele,  EEOC  lawyer,  has 
learned  that  “other  Hyatt  hotels  in  the 
Washington  and  Chicago  metropolitan 
areas  have  adopted  similar  -“anti-braid” 
employment  policies. 

Furthermore,  Hyatt  hotels  throughout 
the  country  have  maintained  or  implied 
“discriminatory  prohibition  against  braided 
hairstyles.”  Several  civil  rights  and  women’s 
organizations  are  also  considering  organiz¬ 
ing  a  boycott  against  Hyatt  to  force  it  to 
modify  its  racist  employment  policies. 

□  Joan  Doyle 

‘Fortune  100’ AIDS 
policies 

WEST  HOLLYWOOD,  CA  —  National 
Gay  Rights  Advocates  (NGRA)  has  released 
a  study  which  identifies  the  policies  of  ma¬ 
jor  U.S.  corporations  on  AIDS-related 
issues.  American  Corporate  Policy:  AIDS 
and  Employment  surveys  “Fortune  100” 
employers.  According  to  New  Works  News 
of  Indiana,  the  areas  surveyed  included 
mandatory  HIV  testing,  medical  benefits 
and  employment  discrimination.  Sixty- 
seven  percent  of  the  respondents  prohibit 
AIDS-related  discrimination.  Corporations 
that  responded  included;  Citicorp,  Chev¬ 
ron,  Bank  of  America,  Du  Pont, 
Westinghouse,  Transamerica,  and  GTE. 

The  thirty-four  page  report  lists  the  in¬ 
dividual  responses  as  well  as  a  summary  of 
the  total.  Comments  and  excerpts  of  the 
policies  of  different  corporations  are  also  in¬ 
cluded.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from 
NGRA,  540  Castro  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941 14.  Cost  is  $15  per  copy  and  volume  dis¬ 
counts  are  also  available. 

□  Joan  Doyle 

Patient 

confidentiality  goes 
up  in  flames 

LITTLE  ROCK,  AK  —  A  Pulanski 
County  judge  recently  ordered  a  doctor  to 
tell  three  city  firemen  whether  a  man  they 
treated  was  infected  with  the  AIDS  virus. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Riegler,  Jr.,  citing  patient-doctor 
confidentiality,  had  refused  to  tell  the 
firemen  whether  the  patient,  John  Rochelle, 
had  the  AIDS  virus,  according  to  a  UPI 
report. 


The  firemen,  who  administered  cardio¬ 
pulmonary  resuscitation  to  Rochelle  after 
an  apparent  heart  attack,  had  received  “un¬ 
confirmed  reports”  that  Rochelle  had 
AIDS.  Efforts  to  revive  Rochelle  failed  and 
he  died  July  1 . 

After  a  15-minute  hearing,  Judge  Lee 
Munson  ruled  that  the  Firemen’s  right  to 
know  outweighed  privacy  in  this  instance. 
He  ordered  the  information  disclosed  only 
to  those  involved  in  the  case,  and  issued  a 
protective  order  preventing  public  dis¬ 
closure. 

The  Little  Rock  Fire  Department  began 
requiring  emergency  medical  technicians  to 
wear  surgical  gloves  as  a  means  of  protec¬ 
tion  after  the  incident. 

□  Marc  Stein 

Uniform  seduction 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO  —  Seventy-eight  men 
were  recently  arrested  by  police  in  St.  Louis 
County  on  gay-related  “sexual 
misconduct”  charges  within  a  three-week 
period.  Undercover  cops  successfully  lured 
their  prey,  who  solicited  sexual  acts  and 
were  subsequently  charged  with  misde¬ 
meanors  carrying  maximum  penalties  of  one 
year  in  prison  and  a  $1,000  fine,  according 
to  an  Associated  Press  release. 

Similar  roundups  in  past  years  have  yield¬ 
ed  54  arrests  during  a  17-day  period  and  42 
arrests  during  a  16-day  period.  Police  assert 
that  “illegal  public  homosexual  activity” 
has  occurred  in  an  area  of  dense  foliage  at  a 
rest  area  off  Interstate  270. 

Offcials  did  not  comment  on  whether  the 
undercover  cops  were  dressed  as  policemen. 

□  Marc  Stein 

You’re  in  the  money 

HOUSTON  AND  DALLAS,  TX  —  A 
man  with  an  unusual  method  of  treating 
AIDS  claims  a  court-ordered  closing  of  his 
clinics  in  Houston  and  Dallas  threatens  his 
patients’  health. 

William  Hitt’s  centers  were  temporarily 
closed  by  District  Judge  Sharolyn  Wood  on 
July  17.  Wood  found  that  Hitt  had  violated 
fair  trade  practices  by  claiming  that  the 
treatment,  which  includes  urine  injections, 
would  prevent  infections  stemming  from 
AIDS.  She  also  found  he  had  misrep¬ 
resented  himself  as  a  licensed  physician,  and 
had  administered  a  drug  not  approved  by 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 

Hitt  has  treated  100  people  with  AIDS  for 
the  past  two  years  at  his  three  clinics.  During 
testimony,  several  people  he  treated  and  a 
doctor  testified  that  the  injections  seemed  to 
be  beneficial.  Other  medical  experts  said 
that  urine  injections  are  not  an  accepted 
medical  treatment. 

□  Marc  Stein 

AZT  toxicity  cause 
for  concern 

CHICAGO  —  The  toxicity  of  AZT  may 
outweigh  its  benefits  to  some  people  who 
take  it,  according  to  the  head  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  advisory  panel 
that  recommended  approval  of  AZT  treat¬ 
ment  for  some  people  with  AIDS.  Dr.  It¬ 
zhak  Brook  writes  in  the  Journal  of  the  Am¬ 
erican  Medical  Association  that,  “Until 
more  is  known  about  the  safety  and  efficacy 
of  zidovudine  (AZT)  in  other  types  of  (peo¬ 
ple]  with  AIDS,  its  use  should  be  restricted 
to  those  indicated  in  the  drug’s  package  in¬ 
sert.” 

□  Marc  Stein 

Lesbian  mother 
acquitted  of 
abduction  charges 

TORONTO  —  Abduction  charges 
against  a  lesbian  mother  were  overruled  by  a 
District  Judge. 

Gayle  Bezaire,  found  guilty  of  abduction 
for  refusing  to  obey  a  court  order  awarding 
custody  of  her  two  children  to  her  former 
husband,  had  asserted  she  would  not  obey 
the  court  order  because  she  believed  her 
children  were  being  abused  in  their  father’s 
home. 

In  his  decision  overriding  the  abduction 
charges,  Judge  Sydney  Dymond  stated  that 
any  parent  in  Bezaire’s  position  would  act  as 
she  did,  reports  Epicene,  a  Canadian  lesbian 
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and  gay  magazine. 

Bezaire  had  been  awarded  custody  of  her 
children  in  1 979  under  the  condition  that  she 
not  live  with  another  person  without  the 
court’s  permission.  Her  custody  was  revok¬ 
ed  because  she  lived  with  her  female  lover 
without  permission  from  the  court. 

Bezaire  has  received  strong  support  from 
lesbians  and  feminists.  A  defense  committee 
which  formed  in  response  to  her  case  filled 
the  courtroom  during  her  trial  and  helped 
raise  funds  to  cover  her  legal  costs. 

□  Kim  Westheimer 

Klan  rally  protested 
in  Maine 

RUMFORD,  ME  —  An  attempt  by  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  to  up  recruitment  in  Maine 
was  apparently  met  by  significantly  more 
opposition  than  support. 

The  Klan’s  September  26  demonstration 
in  this  rural  town  began  with  verbal  con¬ 
frontations  between  residents  and  thirty 
Klansmen.  According  to  the  Boston  Globe, 
James  Ferrands,  Imperial  Wizard  of  the  In¬ 
visible  Knights  of  the  KKK,  attacked 
Latinos,  queers,  and  Japanese,  telling  the 
crowd  that  white  Protestants  and  Catholics 
“made  the  U.S.  great.”  Klansmen  burned  a 
cross  at  the  rally. 

More  than  300  people  joined  in  a  variety 
of  day-long  protests  of  the  Klan.  A  rally  was 
held  at  a  local  high  school.  Some  counter- 
demonstraters  dumped  a  truck  load  of 
chicken  manure  outside  of  the  farm  where 
the  Klan  held  their  rally.  The  night  before 
the  rally  an  effigy  of  a  Klansman  was  burned 
near  the  premises. 

□  Kim  Westheimer 

Gathering  of  les/gay 
ostomates 

BOSTON  —  The  first  New  England 
gathering  of  lesbian  and  gay  ostomates  will 
take  place  on  October  18. 

Ostomates  are  persons  who  have  under¬ 
gone  surgery  resulting  in  a  colostomy,  an  il¬ 
eostomy  or  a  urostomy.  Among  the 
numerous  causes  for  such  surgery  are  colon 
cancer,  bladder  cancer  and  severe  ulcerative 
colitis. 

This  is  a  “special  coming  out  party”  pro¬ 
claims  literature  distributed  by  organizers  of 
the  event.  “Ostomy  surgery  saves  lives.  Yet 
by  altering  the  body’s  normal  channels  of 
elimination,  ostomy  surgery  also  poses 
special  problems  of  readjustment.  For  gays 
and  lesbians,  matters  of  adjustment  are 
nothing  new.  But  gay  and  lesbian  ostomates 
must  face  yet  again  issues  of  coming  to 
terms  with  their  bodies  and  their  self- 
images.”  The  gathering’s  organizers  are 
“proud  to  be  both  gay  and  ostomates. . .. 
The  purpose  of  the  occasion  is  to  bring 
together  as  many  gay  and  lesbian  ostomates 
as  possible,  to  socialize,  to  network,  to  share 
experiences  and  to  support  one  another. 

Any  New  England  gay  or  lesbian  osto- 
mate  who  wishes  to  attend  or  to  acquire  fur- 
ther  information  should  call 
1-617-358-6684.  Information  about  a  na¬ 
tional  ostomate  network  can  be  received 
from  Fred  Moore,  105  Lake  Emerald  Drive 
#305,  Oakland  Park,  FL  33309,  (305) 
484-0794. 

□  Kim  Westheimer 
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The  mayor’s  list 

In  1958  the  National  Guard  had  to  be  called 
because  the  Montgomery  Police  Department  refused  to 
enforce  court-ordered  desegregation  of  public  buses  and 
restaurants.  Nearly  30  years  later,  the  department,  led  by 
the  city’s  gun-toting  mayor,  is  keeping  a  list  of  people  it 
suspects  has  AIDS. 


By  Chris  Bull 

MONTGOMERY,  AL  —  A  computeriz¬ 
ed  list  of  “suspected”  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs),  compiled  by  the  city’s  popular 
right-wing  mayor,  is  creating  a  furor  among 
AIDS  activists,  the  state  health  department 
and  city  police  over  confidentiality  and 
AIDS-related  discrimination. 

Montgomery  Mayor  Emery  Fullmer  and 
the  city’s  police  department,  known  as 
“Emery’s  army,”  began  compiling  a  list  of 
people  suspected  of  being  HIV-positive  or 
having  AIDS  and  their  friends  and  family 
last  year,  according  to  Alan  Freedman,  a 
reporter  for  the  Alabama  Journal.  Fullmer 
admits  the  department  keeps  such  a  list,  but 
claims  it  is  intended  to  protect  police  and 
fire  workers.  “I  think  protecting  my  people 
from  AIDS  is  of  higher  importance  than 
protecting  people  with  the  disease,”  Fullmer 
told  the  Montgomery  Advertiser. 

Earl  Fox,  the  director  of  the  Alabama 
State  Public  Health  Service,  has  asked 
Fullmer  to  destroy  the  police  department’s 
list  of  people  it  suspects  of  having  AIDS 
because  the  list  “undermines  the  work  of 
health  officials  who  are  attempting  to  treat 
AIDS  as  a  medical,  not  a  political  problem. 

Fullmer’s  actions  have  caused  consid¬ 
erable  embarrassment  for  officials  of  the 
state’s  department  of  health,  who  have 
argued  strongly  for  mandatory  testing  of 
anyone  suspected  of  carrying  the  HIV  virus 
as  well  as  contact  tracing  of  their  sexual 
partners.  The  department  supported  Ala¬ 
bama’s  House  Bill  338,  one  of  the  most  far- 
reaching  AIDS  bills  in  the  country,  but  of¬ 
ficials  insisted  confidentiality  would  be 
respected  at  all  costs. 

Ron  Joullian,  a  member  of  the  Alabama 
AIDS  Task  Force,  said  the  bill,  which  was 
passed  last  week  by  the  legislature,  will  force 

many  people  at  high  risk  for  AIDS  under¬ 
ground,  especially  if  they  know  about 
Fullmer’s  list.  Already,  he  said,  “we  are  ad¬ 
vising  people  to  go  out  of  state  for  their  tests 
because  Alabama  obviously  cannot  insure 
their  confidentiality.”  The  new  law  includes 
a  $500  fine  for  failing  to  report  AIDS  or 
ARC  cases  to  the  health  department,  and 
quarantine  for  individuals  who  “knowingly 
attempt  to  spread  the  disease.”  Alabama 
has  had  166  reported  AIDS  cases,  according 
to  Montgomery  AIDS  Outreach. 

Dr.  Don  Williamson,  director  of  the 
Alabama  Division  for  Disease  Control,  said 
the  health  department  has  never  confined 


anyone  suspected  of  carrying  the  disease. 
“We  have  proven  in  the  last  four  years  that 
we  can  deal  quite  effectively  with  the  dis¬ 
ease.  Only  the  most  extreme  case  call  for 
mandatory  testing  or  confinement.  It  is  hard 
for  me  to  imagine  that  ever  happening. 
Mayor  Fullmer  does  not  run  the  health 
department.” 

Williamson  added  that  the  list  did  not 
show  a  breach  of  confidentiality  on  the  part 
of  the  health  department.  He  said  the  list 
was  acquired  illicitly  and  is  probably  inac¬ 
curate. 

To  make  matters  worse  for  the  health 
department,  Freedman  said  a  reporter  for 
the  Auburn  University  newspaper,  The 
Aumbus  received  a  copy  of  the  list  from  a 
friend  who  obtained  it  from  a  police  officer. 
Fullmer,  who  claims  no  one  but  the  police 
and  other  emergency  workers  have  access  to 
the  list,  challenged  the  reporter,  Donny 
Claxton,  to  produce  the  list.  When  Claxton 
did  so,  Fullmer  called  it  a  “fraud.” 

AIDS  activists  in  Alabama  said  the  policy 
of  maintaining  a  list  is  both  unconstitutional 
and  counter-productive.  Martin  McCaf- 
fery,  an  Alabama  Civil  Liberties  Union 
board  member,  said  he  would  not  trust  the 
list  in  the  hands  of  Fullmer.  “He  has  a  rep¬ 
utation  for  being  terribly  intolerant.  He  has 
been  hauled  into  court  for  hiring  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  women  and  for  the  police 
department’s  shooting  of  unarmed  Black 
people.  He  shows  up  at  every  city  emergency 
with  gun  in  hand.” 

McCaffery  added  that  the  mayor’s  list 
amounts  to  a  “political  blacklist.”  He  said 
it  includes  “undesirables,”  such  as  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  mental  patients,  people  who 
have  had  venereal  diseases,  and  anyone  who 
has  had  problems  with  the  police  depart¬ 
ment.  in  addition  to  PWAs  and  people  who 
test  HIV-positive.  “There  is  no  way  of  know¬ 
ing  exactly  the  extent  of  the  list,”  he  said. 

Turner  said  the  list  had  been  compiled 
with  information  from  sources  that,  under 
current  Alabama  state  law,  are  required  to 
maintain  confidentiality.  She  said  someone 
from  a  hospital  in  Montgomery  reportedly 
shared  information  with  the  police  depart¬ 
ment.  The  police  department  allegedly 
received  names  from  indigent  hospital  bills 
which  refer  to  AIDS-related  treatments,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Turner. 

The  Montgomery  Police  Department  and 
Mayor  Fullmer  refused  to  comment.  □ 


AIDS  and  genes 
(part  I  of  III) 

On  the  sidewalks  of  Washington,  DC  someone 
painted  <(A1DS/Gay  Genocide.  ”  Filling  in  some  of  the 
glaring  gaps  in  public  information  about  the  disease  leaves 
a  frightening  and  still  puzzling  picture. 


By  Charley  Shively 

he  Centers  for  Disease  Control  would 
have  us  believe  that  AIDS  was  first 
spread  in  this  country  by  homosexual 
and  junkie  behaviors.  Yet,  while  these  groups  are 
disproportionately  stricken  by  the  disease, 
their  “behaviors”  haven’t  changed  ap¬ 
preciably  in  the  last  half  century.  One 
would  therefore  expect  the  CDC  to  look  for 
some  new  factors  common  among  members 
of  these  groups.  Similarly,  the  presence  and 
spread  of  AIDS  in  Africa  and  Haiti  have 
been  explained  by  factors  which  are  not 
new,  but  which  indicate  the  racism  of  scien¬ 
tists  posing  the  theories.  Evidence  is  moun¬ 
ting  that  the  skewed  spread  of  AIDS  in  both 
the  Third  World  and  U.S.  originated  not  in 
“behaviors”or  “cultural”  factors,  but  in 
new  vaccination  programs  of  the  drug/ 
hospital  establishment. 

In  Afria,  the  one  new  factor  is  the  recent 
smallpox  immunization  program.  The  Lon¬ 
don  Times  ran  a  front  page  story 
(May  11,  1987)  linking  the  spread  of  AIDS 
to  the  World  Health  Organization’s 
thirteen-year  campaign  to  eradicate 
smallpox.  WHO’s  recent  vaccinations 


parallel  reported  AIDS  cases.  In  Zaire  36 
million  people  have  received  smallpox  vac¬ 
cinations;  that  country  has  the  highest 
reported  rate  of  AIDS  in  Africa.  And  in 
Latin  America,  Brazil,  “the  only  South 
American  country  covered  in  the  [smallpox] 
eradication  campaign,  has  the  highest  in¬ 
cidence  of  AIDS  in  that  region.”  (NY 
Native,  #219) 

Among  gay  men,  the  Hepatitis-B  vac¬ 
cination  program  almost  exactly  parallels 
the  spread  of  AIDS.  New  York  City  and 
San  Francisco  (with  38  percent  of  all  AIDS 
cases)  were  two  centers  of  the  Hepatitis-B 
experiments.  The  experiments  ended  in 
1980;  AIDS  began  in  the  gay  community; 
mass  vaccinations  were  begun;  AIDS  cases 
ballooned. 

The  experiment  included  IV  drug  users 
and  homosexuals,  both  groups  who  had 
high  rates  of  Hepatitis-B.  Paul  O’Malley  at 
the  San  Francisco  City  Clinic  explained, 
“Basically  what  the  Hepatitis  study  was 
about,  was  the  screening  of  nearly  7,000  gay 
men  between  January  1978  and  January 

Continued  on  page  1 3 


Still  looking  for  justice 

Lesbian  journalist  Chris  Madsen  begins  a  new  round  in  her 
fight  for  reinstatement  at  the  Christian  Science  Monitor. 


By  Chris  Bull 

BOSTON  —  After  five  years  of  legal  bat¬ 
tles  with  the  Christian  Science  Monitor, 
Christine  Madsen  is  back  in  court  again. 
Next  week  a  Superior  Court  judge  will 
decide  whether  she  has  the  right  to  pursue 
her  suit  against  the  paper,  which  fired  her 
for  being  a  lesbian. 

In  August  of  1985,  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Court  ruled  that  religious  freedom 
took  priority  over  the  right  of  employment 
without  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  preference.  It  rejected  Madsen’s  claim 
that  the  Monitor  was  not  a  religious  publica¬ 
tion  and  thus  would  not  fall  under  First 
Amendment  protection. 

The  court  ruled  religious  institutions  have 
absolute  power  over  hiring  and  firing. 
However,  the  court  told  Madsen  that  she 
could  pursue  her  case  on  grounds  of 
defamation  of  character,  invasion  of 
privacy  and  intentional  infliction  of  emo¬ 
tional  distress. 

Madsen  is  asking  for  one  million  dollars 
in  damages  and  reinstatement  to  her  job  at 
the  paper.  She  said  the  larger  constitutional 
claims  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights  must  be  left 
for  another  case  which  is  not  complicated  by 
a  religious  issue.  Katherine  Triantafillou, 
Madsen’s  attorney,  said  that  the  narrower 
claims  still  have  important  ramifications 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  “This  says  a  lot 
about  what  an  employer  can  do  to  lesbian 
and  gay  employees,”  she  said. 

Madsen  was  fired  in  December  of  1981 
when  Monitor  editors,  investigating  rumors 
that  Madsen  had  seduced  the  wife  of  an 
employee  there,  discovered  that  she  is  a  les¬ 
bian.  Several  weeks  later,  Madsen  was  in¬ 
formed  of  her  dismissal,  despite  excellent 
reports  on  her  job  performance  from  the 
very  people  who  dismissed  her.  Triantafillou 
said  she  suspected  the  dismissal  order  came 
from  the  church  —  not  the  editors  — 
because  the  church  has  long  opposed  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Madsen  said  that  homosexuality 
was  “not  an  issue  on  the  staff.” 

Madsen  and  Triantafillou  expressed 
cautious  optimism  that  they  would  win  the 
case,  now  that  the  difficult  church  issue  is 


out  of  the  way.  “Their  conduct  was  so  out¬ 
rageous  that  I  think  we  have  a  very  good 
case,”  Madsen  said.  She  added,  however, 
that  she  still  faces  many  obstacles.  The 
Monitor,  she  said,  is  blocking  access  to  im¬ 
portant  employee-related  information. 

Despite  the  treatment  she  received  from 
the  newspaper,  Madsen  said  she  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  working  there  again.  She  insisted 
that  the  staff  itself  is  relatively  free  of 
homophobia  and  that  the  paper  itself  stated 
in  a  1975  editorial  that  discrimination 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  “cannot  be 
tolerated.” 

“I  think  the  church  is  very  threatened  by 
the  issue.  The  church  simply  does  not  like  to 
admit  that  it  is  wrong,”  Madsen  said.  Trian- 
tifillou  said  that  the  issue  came  down  to  the 
church  wanting  to  have  power  over  its 
employees. 

The  Monitor ’s  General  Counsel,  Brooks 
Wilder,  said  that  the  church  “simply  op¬ 
poses  homosexuality  ....  We  understand 

that  individuals  have  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  his  or  her  conscience,  but  the  church  can-- 
not  condone  homosexuality  at  least  as  it 
relates  to  the  church.”  □ 


Thompson  signs 
quarantine  bill 

The  Illinois  governor  passes  a  batch  of  AIDS  measures, 
mostly  bad 


By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

SPRINGFIELD,  IL  —  Despite  protests 
by  gay  rights  activists  and  recommendations 
of  his  own  advisory  group  on  AIDS,  Illinois 
Governor  James  Thompson  signed  into  law 
on  Sept.  21  some  of  the  most  repressive 
AIDS  laws  in  the  land. 

Although  he  did  veto  a  contact  tracing  bill 
sponsored  by  Rep.  Penny  Pullen  (of  Phyllis 
Schlafley’s  Eagle  Forum  and  President 
Reagan’s  AIDS  Commission),  he  also  turn¬ 
ed  down  bills  that  would  have  provided 
funds  for  long-term  care  for  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs),  and  AIDS  education  in  drug 
rehabilitation  programs. 

The  worst  bill  Thompson  signed  was 
SB-651,  quarantine  legislation  which 
authorizes  the  Illinois  Department  of  Public 
Health  to  “interview,  examine,  and  treat 
persons  with  such  diseases  [AIDS].”  It 
specifically  authorizes  “isolation  of  a  per¬ 
son  or  quarantine  of  a  place  to  prevent  the 
probable  spread  of  such  diseases.” 

Originally  SB-651  included  mandatory 
contact  tracing,  but  this  feature  was  made 
voluntary  in  the  final  version,  which  also  re¬ 
quires  a  court  order  to  implement  the 
quarantine  provision.  Its  wording  would 
also  allow  the  closing  of  gay  bars  and  baths. 

A1  Warded  of  the  Illinois  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Task  Force  (1GLTF)  said  that  he  was 
“trying  to  stay  calm”  about  the  bill,  and 
that  the  IGLTF  was  watching  to  see  what 
the  Department  of  Public  Health  does  with 
the  bill.  No  protest  will  be  made  if  the  law 
isn’t  used  but,  he  said,  “The  IGLTF  will 
protest  vigorously  if  the  IDPH  trys  to  imple¬ 
ment  this  act.”  The  local  chapter  of  the 
ACLU  has  already  pledged  to  support  such 
a  challenge. 

Thompson  also  approved  HB-2044,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Pullen,  which  requires  couples  ap¬ 
plying  for  a  marriage  license  to  provide 


proof  they  are  HIV-negative.  The  bill  also 
requires  HIV  tests  for  all  people  convicted 
of  a  sex  or  drug  related  offense,  and  requires 
the  reporting  of  school  children  who  test 
HIV-positive  to  their  school  su¬ 
perintendents. 

Thompson  did  use  his  line-veto  powers  to 
remove  a  section  of  HB-2044  which  would 
have  required  health  workers  who  test  HIV¬ 
positive  to  report  the  results  to  their 
workplace.  He  also  vetoed  a  provision  that 
would  have  made  donating  HIV-positive 
blood  a  class  IV  felony. 

Dr.  Renslow  Sherer,  chair  of  the  Illinois 
AIDS  Interdisciplinary  Advisory  Council 
(IAIAC),  which  Thompson  himself  named, 
criticized  requiring  an  HIV  test  for  a  mar¬ 
riage  license.  During  an  interview  with  Na¬ 
tional  Public  Radio  Sherer  said,  “In  any 
testing  of  a  low-risk  population  the  HIV  test 
will  produce  a  90  percent  false  positive 
rate.”  He  pointed  out  that  these  false 
positives  would  require  a  second  test,  at  the 
applicant’s  expense,  and  cause  much 
needless  anxiety. 

Among  other  notably  conservative  bills, 
HB-1225,  which  limits  safe-sex  education  to 
the  preaching  of  abstinence  until  marriage, 
was  signed.  But  Pullen’s  mandatory  contact 
tracing  bill  (SB-2682),  and  a  bill  abolishing 
anonymous  testing  (SB-85)  were  both  ve¬ 
toed.  Thompson  may  have  been  persuaded 
to  veto  SB-85  by  the  sudden  rise  in  the 
number  of  no-shows  for  HIV  testing  ap¬ 
pointments  which  occurred  after  the  bill  was 
passed  by  the  legislature. 

Most  of  the  other  bills  Thompson  signed 
caused  less  controversy  but  still  have  impor¬ 
tant  implications,  such  as  Pullen’s  HB-2043 
which  makes  the  donation  of  HIV-positive 
semen  a  class  IV  felony,  or  HB-1242  which 
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THE  NATIONAL  COALITION  OF  BLACK  LESBIANS  &  GAYS, 

America's  only  national  organization  addressing  the  needs  and  issues 
of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays,  invites  you  to  become  part  of  our 
movement  toward  freedom,  solidarity  and  a  future  rich  with  our 
presence.  Regardless  of  your  race  or  sexuality,  NCBLG  invites  you  to 
support  our  work  by  becoming  an  individual  member.  You  may  also 
join  local  chapters  in: 

Washington,  D.C.,  Minneapolis,  San  Francisco, 

Chicago,  New  Orleans,  Durham 

Or  join  organizing  efforts  to  form  new  chapters  in: 

Baltimore,  St.  Louis,  Detroit,  Atlanta,  New  York, 

Topeka,  San  Diego,  Buffalo,  Seattle,  Portland,  Dallas 

Information  about  joining  these  chapters  or  helping  in  organizing 
efforts  can  be  obtained  from  the  national  office  at  the  address  and 
telephone  number  listed  below. 

NCBLG  welcomes  your  support  through  donations  and/or  membership.  Your 
support  means  you  have  helped: 

^  assure  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  involvement  in  national  efforts  for  human  rights  and  quality  living; 

^  empower  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  to  create  and  carry  out  educational  programs  addressing 
racism,  sexism  &  homophobia; 

v*  assure  ongoing  technical  assistance  for  organizing  efforts  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays  seeking  ways 
of  being  more  inclusive; 

v0  create  a  challenging  voice  to  herald  the  concerns  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays  throughout  all 
communities,  which  will  not  be  silenced  by  threats  or  fear  of  discovery; 

promote  greater  visiblity  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays  across  the  country  and  throughout  every 
community; 

^  train  tomorrow's  Black  Lesbian  &  Gay  leaders  so  that  our  struggle  continues  until  its  successful 
completion. 

NCBLG  EVENTS  AT  THE  MARCH 
Saturday,  Oct.  10 

Workshops  10am-5pm 
1st  Congregational  Church 
1st  &  G  Streets,  NW  (behind  the  library) 

Essex  Hemphill  &  Way  son  Jones 
perform  and  read  poetry 
DC  Space,  7th  &  E  Streets,  NW 
3  shows:  10pm,  Midnight,  1:30am 
Tickets  information:  (202)  347-1445  or  476-2615 

Sunday ,  Oct  11 

Rally  at  the  Ellipse 

Sponsored  by  the  People  of  Color  Caucus 
9  am 


Black/Out 

a  quarterly  magazine  of  NCBLG  brings  you  news,  reviews, 
opinion,  poetry,  and  fiction  by  writers  you  trust:  Audre  Lorde, 
Cheryl  Clarke,  Essex  Hemphill,  Kate  Rushin,  Jewell  Gomez, 
Barbara  Smith,  Joseph  Beam  and  others. 


Individuals  can  make  donations  to  the  address  below,  or  become  a  member 
by  completing  the  form  and  returning  it  with  your  check  for  $20.  Members 
receive  our  bi-monthly  newsletter,  The  Executive  Director's  Letter  from 
Home,  and  reductions  in  admission  to  select  bars  and  clubs  around  the 
country. 


NCBLG  Membership  Form  —  Individual 


Name _ Date _ 

Address  _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Phone  ( _ ) _ 

□  Enclosed  is  my  $20  membership 

□  Enclosed  is  $  10  for  a  year's  subscription  to  Black/Out  magazine 

□  I  am  interested  in  helping  to  start  a  Chapter  in  my  area 

Send  to:  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington,  DC  20013 

Executive  Director:  Renee  McCoy  (202)  265-7117 

BE  ASSURED  YOUR  NAME  &  ADDRESS  ARE 
STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 

(and  our  return  address  on  the  envelope  says  only  NCBLG! 
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TESBIAN 

ijDlGHTS 

PROIECT 

Promoting  Justice  for 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Since  1977 


1370  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94103 
{415)621-0674 

AH  contributions  are  tax-deductible. 


NEW  JEWISH 
AGENDA 


a  progressive  national 
Jewish  group,  invites  you 
to  join  Ronnie  Gilbert, 
Alix  Dobkin,  Elliot 
Pilshaw,  Rabbie  Yoel 
Kahn  and  others  in 
celebration  of  lesbian  and 
gay  Jewish  culture. 

Saturday ,  October  10 
8:00  -  9:30  pm 

SEE  THE  GCN  CALENDAR 
LISTINGS  FOR  DETAILS 


We’ve  been  funding  peace  and  social  justice  for 
20  years;  some  recent  grants  include: 

North  Carolinians  Against  Racist  &  Religious  Violence 
(Durham,  NC),  Southern  Center  for  Economic  &  Social  Justice 
(Louisville,  KY),  Network  in  Solidarity  with  the  People  of 
Guatemala  (Wash.,  D.C.),  Gray  Panthers  of  Chicago  (IL), 

Labor  Education  &  Research  Project  (Detroit,  MI),  Big  Moun¬ 
tain  Support  Group  (Wash.,  D.C.),  Arkansas  Peace  Center  (Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  AR),  Coalition  for  Prisoners’  Rights  (Santa  Fe,  NM), 
Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS  (Providence),  Gay  Community 
News  (Boston,  MA) 

For  information  and  grant  guidelines  write  to: 
Resist,  One  Summer  St.,  Somerville,  MA  02143 
617-623-5110 

’Fumdir^  fact*/  change.  &Ytee>  /$67 


Wed.  Oct  7  benefit  for  the 
MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON 

131  131  Clarendon  St.,  Boston 

9pm,  $5  cover  suggested 
to  benefit  travel  subsidies 


u. 

SPONSORED  BY  THE 
PEOPLE  OF  COLOR  TASK  FORCE 


Featuring: 


voV< 


e< 


o°e 

-  \>'><c  „ 

xO<c°  jBPp^  ORGANIZING 

v  ^  BEYOND  THE  MARCH 

Wed.  Oct.  21 
7:00  pm 
Piemonte  Room 
Boston  City  Hall 


Insurers  sue  to  test 

Mass.  Insurance  Commissioner's  authority  to  regulate 
HIV-testing  challenged 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  Life  Insurance  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Massachusetts  (LIAM)  filed  a  suit  on 
Sept.  28  challenging  the  State  Insurance 
Commissioner’s  authority  to  restrict  HIV 
testing  by  insurance  companies. 

LIAM,  which  filed  the  suit  five  days 
before  the  Commissioner’s  regulatory 
policy  was  scheduled  to  go  into  effect,  has 
also  filed  a  motion  preventing  enactment  of 
that  policy  until  a  judgment  is  rendered  on 
the  suit. 

The  policy  at  issue  bans  HIV  testing  for 
health  insurance  policies  and  most  life  in¬ 
surance  policies  under  $100,000.  Testing  is 
allowed  for  non-cancellable  disability  in¬ 
surance  and  in  specific  cases  which  are  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Insurance  Commissioner  on 
the  basis  of  medical  history. 

In  the  suit,  the  insurance  industry  argues 
that  Insurance  Commissioner  Roger  Singer 
does  not  have  the  authority  to  regulate  HIV 
testing.  The  suit  accuses  Singer  of  taking  a 


“shot-gun  approach”  to  the  problems  of 
AIDS  and  the  insurance  industry.  Singer, 
who  expected  his  authority  to  be  challenged 
in  this  case,  told  reporters  at  a  hearing  on 
the  policy  that  he  expects  the  courts  to  up¬ 
hold  his  authority. 

AIDS  activists  have  criticized  the  policy 
for  allowing  any  HIV  testing.  (See  GCN 
Vol.  15,  Nos.  1  and  6.)  Former  Insurance 
Commissioner  Peter  Hiam  resigned  because 
of  the  policy,  which  he  said  Mass.  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis  attempted  to  have  im¬ 
plemented  at  all  costs. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  De¬ 
fenders  (GLAD)  of  Boston  may  intervene  in 
the  suit  as  a  “party  of  interest,”  according 
to  Denise  McWilliams,  head  of  GLAD’s 
AIDS  Law  Project.  McWilliams,  who  has 
been  critical  of  any  HIV  testing  by  insurers, 
said  if  GLAD  became  involved  they  would 
testify  in  support  of  “the  Commissioner’s 
authority  to  uphold  the  regulations.”  □ 


Bad  press 

Bar  patrons  protest  the  Herald  *s  most  recent 
anti-gay  column 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

BOSTON  —  A  vocal  crowd  of  150  gay 
men,  lesbians  and  other  AIDS  activists  mar¬ 
ched  September  28  in  front  of  the  Boston 
Herald' s  office,  protesting  a  stridently 
homophobic  and  AIDSphobic  opinion 
piece  by  Herald  columnist  Howie  Carr.  The 
column,  entitled  “S.  End  landmark  &  an 
unwanted  future  neighbor,”  bemoaned  the 
pending  move  of  Chaps,  a  Back  Bay  gay 
bar,  to  a  site  adjacent  to  J.  J.  Foley’s,  a  long- 
established  working-class  bar  in  the  South 
End. 

“If  [Chaps’  relocation]  goes  through,” 
Carr  wrote  "they  are  going  to  have  us  out¬ 
numbered,  in  our  own  neighborhood  by  at 
least  a  10-1  margin.”  The  South  End,  a 
neighborhood  known  for  its  racial  and 
ethnic  diversity,  has  the  largest  concentra¬ 
tion  of  gay  men  of  any  section  of  the  city. 

Carr  warned  of  potential  violence  if 
“.  .  .a  Chap’s  patron,  reeling  out  into  the 
dark  after  10  or  12  Brandy  Alexanders, 
mistakes  an  off-duty  cop  coming  out  of 
Foley’s  for  a  junior  high  school  student.” 

Carr  spent  several  column  inches  invok¬ 
ing  the  name  of  Mario  Mattei,  Chap’s  late 
co-owner.  Before  Mattei  died  of  AIDS, 
Carr  wrote,  he  ran  a  backroom  bar  and  was 
the  subject  of  a  wide-ranging  investigation 
of  police  shakedowns  of  local  bars. 

The  column  prompted  an  outraged 
response  from  bar  patrons,  who  are  not 
typically  associated  with  public  demonstra¬ 
tions  or  community  organizing  efforts.  Us¬ 
ing  such  informal  channels  as  gay  softball 
teams  and  word  of  mouth  at  local  bars,  150 
people  mobilized  on  the  Monday  following 
the  Friday  column.  Handmade  signs  pro¬ 
claimed  “Fire  the  Bigot,”  “AIDS  Victims 
Demand  Their  Privacy,”  and  “The  Herald 
Has  No  Shame.” 


“The  Herald  is  selling  hatred  that  goes 
beyond  homophobia  and  AIDSphobia,” 
commented  Alan  Kuconis,  a  gay  man  active 
in  the  National  Association  of  People  With 
AIDS.  Asked  why  she  was  marching  —  par¬ 
ticularly  in  light  of  Chap’s  history  of  barring 
women  at  the  door  —  another  demon¬ 
strator,  Carol  Cosenza,  replied,  “The  same 
reason  everyone  else  is  demonstrating.  This 
is  a  human  rights  issue.” 

Near  the  end  of  the  hour-long  demonstra¬ 
tion,  AIDS  Action  Committee  Executive 
Director  Larry  Kessler  distributed  a  letter  he 
had  presented  to  Herald  publisher  Patrick  J. 
Purcell.  In  the  letter,  Kessler  sharply  ques¬ 
tioned  the  Herald ’s  editorial  judgment  that 
allowed  Carr  to  publicly  identify  the  cause 
of  Mattel’s  death,  which  was  not  previously 
a  matter  of  public  record,  and  that  pro¬ 
moted  hostility  and  polarization  among 
Boston’s  diverse  population. 

Kessler  urged  demonstrators  and  their 
supporters  to  join  the  hundreds  of  people 
across  the  U.S.  who  had  already  called  the 
Herald ’s  toll-free  phone  number  to  protest 
the  column.  The  number  is  1-800-882-1211. 

After  Kessler  announced  he  and  mayoral 
liaison  Ann  Maguire  and  others  would  be 
meeting  with  the  Herald ’s  editorial  and 
news  staff  on  October  1,  demonstrators 
marched  three  blocks  to  East  Berkeley 
Street  in  front  of  J.J.  Foley’s.  As  the  crowd 
of  a  hundred  surged  up  to  the  bar’s  en¬ 
trance,  the  manager  closed  the  door,  exclud¬ 
ing  most  demonstrators  from  entering. 
Several  of  those  barred  vowed  to  file  a  com¬ 
plaint  before  the  Boston  Licensing  Board, 
which  hears  discrimination  charges  leveled 
against  bars. 

More  than  one  demonstrator  commented 
Continued  on  page  10 


Amtrak  derails  queer 
trains 


“ Freedom  train  ”  may  not  run  for  hundreds  of 
Northeastern  March-goers 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  New  England 
and  New  York  committees  organizing  for 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  March  on  Washington 
are  fighting  for  their  rides. 

Organizers  accuse  Amtrak  of  refusing  to 
honor  verbal  contracts  for  “freedom 
trains” — trains  scheduled  to  take  more 
than  2000  demonstrators  to  the  October  1 1 
March.  Amtrak  claims  no  verbal  contracts 
have  been  made  and  that  they  do  not  have 
the  “equipment”  to  accommodate  the 
March. 

Seven  senators  are  currently  pressuring 
Amtrak,  a  federally  owned  railroad,  to  let 
the  marchers  ride.  The  Boston  contingent 
of  the  March  is  planning  demonstrations  at 
Amtrak  stations  in  Boston,  New  York,  San 
Francisco  and  Los  Angeles  if  transportation 
is  not  provided.  And  New  York  organizers 


have  scheduled  a  press  conference  with  the 
City  Council  President  and  producer 
Joseph  Papp. 

Amtrak  contacted  the  New  York  Com¬ 
mittee  late  in  the  day  on  October  1  and  said 
they  could  provide  an  800-seat  commuter 
train  instead  of  a  long  distance  rail  for  the 
marchers.  According  to  New  York  Com¬ 
mittee  member  David  Feldstein,  this  will 
only  be  acceptable  if  the  train  starts  in 
Boston  and  then  goes  to  New  York  before 
heading  to  the  March.  The  Boston  Commit¬ 
tee  agreed  that  it  will  only  accept  a  settle¬ 
ment  with  Amtrak  if  trains  are  provided  for 
both  cities. 

Negotiations  are  expected  to  continue 
with  March  organizers  at  the  Amtrak  office 
in  Washington,  D.C.  on  October  2. 


Continued  on  page  9 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


AIDS  in  prison  project 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  your  support 
for  our  effort  to  launch  a  Prisoner  Educa¬ 
tion  Project  on  AIDS  (PEPA).  Our  applica¬ 
tion  to  form  such  an  organization  was  re¬ 
jected  (as  a  whole),  but  the  momentum  gain¬ 
ed  by  all  the  outside  support  letters  that 
came  in,  partly  as  a  result  of  your  efforts, 
have  led  the  Auburn  administration  to  per¬ 
mit  a  significant  number  of  prisoners  to  be 
trained  by  the  AIDS  Task  Force  of  Central 
New  York  as  AIDS  education  counselors 
for  other  prisoners.  This  peer  counseling  is 
the  most  important  part  of  our  proposed 
program  [See  GCN  Vol.15,  No. 3  news 
notes]  and  is  a  very  important  first  step. 

Hopefully  we  will  see  this  program  grow 
with  time  rather  than  dissipate.  Outside  sup¬ 
port  will  continue  to  be  very  important.  We 
will  keep  you  posted  on  our  progress,  our 
difficulties,  and  on  the  lessons  learned  from 
our  experience. 

With  deep  appreciation  for  your  work 
against  AIDS, 


David  Gilbert 
83A6158 
Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13024 

[GCN’s  Prisoner  Project  is  trying  to  develop  a 
way  to  be  more  supportive  of  prisoners  with 
AIDS,  ARC,  or  who  have  tested  HIV  positive 
(which  many  prison  “doctors”  seem  to  think 
means  you  have  AIDS).  We  envision  connecting 
penpals  (PWAs  inside  and  out,  for  example; 
others  too)  and  also  providing  info  on  resources 
medical  info,  coming  out/housing  info,  and 
whatever  else  we  can  manage.  We  are  still  getting 
this  together  so  don  j  expect  immediate  results, 
but  if  you  are  interested  in  being  a  penpal,  inside 
or  out,  or  know  of  medical  or  halfway  house 
resources,  please  let  us  know.  THANKS!] 


Thanks  to  those  brave,  faceless 
safe  sex  dykes 

Dear  GCN: 

Three  cheers  for  Laurie  Sherman’s  article 
on  dykes  and  safe  sex!  ( GCN  Vol.  15,  No. 
5).  It’s  exactly  the  kind  of  information  we 
need,  and  exactly  what  everyone  is  afraid  to 
talk  or  write  about. 

As  a  member  of  the  Alternative  Press  In¬ 
dex  Collective  —  that  indexes  over  200 
periodicals  each  quarter  —  I  have  seen  ex¬ 
actly  3  articles  on  dykes  and  safe  sex  besides 
the  GCN  spread:  one  in  On  Our  Backs, 
(Winter  ’86;  $1  and  SASE  for  safe  sex 
guidelines,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94142);  a  two  part  series  on 
Women  &  AIDS  in  numbers  177  and  178  of 
Spare  Rib  (27  Clerkenwell  Close,  London 


I  might  add  that  none  of  these  articles 
were  as  thorough,  explicit,  or  humorous  as 
Laurie  Sherman’s. 

Now  there’s  an  abundance  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  gay  men  and  safe  sex,  available  in 
virtually  every  gay  periodical  published  to¬ 
day  as  well  as  in  many  mainstream  publica- 
tidns,  which  is  great.  But  it’s  more  than 
about  time  us  dykes  began  educating  our¬ 
selves  on  safe  sex.  Information  on  AIDS 
and  its  transmissions  changes  almost  daily. 
The  only  fact  we  know  for  certain  about 
dykes  and  AIDS  is  that  we  do  not  know 
enough.  Because  women  are  considered  at 
very  low  risk  for  AIDS,  we  are  at  the  bottom 
of  the  priority  list  for  research.  And  as 
always,  dykes  get  even  less  consideration. 
There  are  still  too  many  people  who  can’t 
imagine  what  we  do  in  bed  in  the  first  place; 
what  if  it’s  these  folk  who  are  the  ones  telling 
us  we’re  perfectly  safe? 

JoAnn  Loulan  has  been  advocating  dur¬ 
ing  her  cross-country  sex  lecture,  why  not 
practice  safe  sex?  When  the  only  thing  we 
know  for  certain  is  that  we  do  not  know 
positively,  categorically,  that  dykes  cannot 
spread  AIDS,  it  is  in  our  best  interests  to 
practice  safe  sex  now.  It  may  be  morbid  to 
speculate,  but  how  many  lives  might  have 
been  saved  if  gay  men  had  been  told  to  begin 
practicing  safe  sex  in  1978?  Dykes  can  start 
now,  before  AIDS  spreads  throughout  our 
community.  JoAnn  has  been  shocking  audi¬ 
ences  —  at  least  her  Minneapolis  audience  in 
July  —  with  safe  sex  “demonstrations.” 
No,  nobody  took  their  clothes  off,  but  it’s 
appalling  how  many  dykes  have  never  heard 
of  nor  seen  a  dental  dam. 

And  speaking  of  dental  dams,  all  dykes 
need  to  know  that  dental  dams  help  prevent 
spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Pat  Califia  ( Sapphislry ,  1980), 
herpes  is  reaching  “epidemic  proportions.” 
Even  if  we’re  engaging  in  casual  sex,  as  rare 
as  that  is  in  the  dyke  community,  we  should 
care  enough  about  our  partners  to  learn  the 
risks  of  STDs  and  how  to  prevent  their 
transmission. 

All  right,  I’ll  get  down  off  my  soap  box  as 
soon  as  I  see  more  information  on  dykes  and 
safe  sex,  and  stop  hearing,  “What’s  a  dental 
dam?” 

My  thanks  to  those  brave,  faceless  women 
for  the  lovely  photographs,  which  were, 
however,  not  in  the  best  of  taste.  Chocolate 
dental  dams  would’ve  been  in  the  best  of 
taste;  I  agree  with  the  lady  who  thought, 
“Mint,  I  hate  mint.”  And  thank  you, 
Laurie,  for  helping  break  the  silence  on  a 
topic  our  community  doesn’t  feel  comfor¬ 
table  speaking  about. 

Liz  O’Lexa 

_  Alternative  Press  Center 

Baltimore,  MD 


Dance  with 
GCN  for  Halloween 

Two  wonderful  affinity  groups  —  Red  Shades  and 
United  Fruit  Co.  —  are  throwing  the  second  annual 
Halloween  bash  to  benefit  GCN  SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER  7  at  Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center  in 
the  South  End.  Plan  your  costumes  now  and 
reserve  the  date.  Watch  GCN  for  details. 

GCN  Job  Opening 

Local  Reporter  (available  November  I): 
Research,  investigate  and  write  news  stories  about 
Boston/New  England,  and,  as  necessary,  national 
news  stories.  Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills 
and  ability  to  write  several  news  stories  under 
weekly  deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of  local/na¬ 
tional  gay  and  lesbian  community  and  issues 
helpful.  Deadline  for  application  is  October  8. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 
Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $  1 90/wk  and 
include  health/life  insurance,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  this  position,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN  Job 
Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


EC1R  OAT,  England);  and  one  in  the  Tor¬ 
onto  gay  magazine  Rites,  Volume  4,  No.  4 
(Box  65  Stn.  E,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M4Y 
2L4,  Canada).  If  there  are  more,  someone 
please  correct  me! 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  ''editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Dukakis’  presidential  campaign 
threatens  our  humanity 


The  Wedding:  duplicating  het 
marriage,  or  celebrating 
community? 


By  Th*  Gay  and  Lesbian  De^nse  Committee 

Why  is  it  that  every  time  /  find  myself 
behind  a  car  with  a  “Dukakis  for 
President  bumper  sticker  /  take  it  as  a  per¬ 
sonal  affront,  that  the  driver  in  the  car 
ahead  is  telling  me  that,  as  a  gay  person,  my 
concerns  are  just  not  very  important? 

—  Neil  Miller,  Boston  Phoenix 

As  we  converge  on  Washington, 
Massachusetts  gays  and  lesbians  want  to 
convey  to  lesbians  and  gays  nationally  the 
kinds  of  policies  Michael  Dukakis 
represents. 

Foster  care 

In  May  of  1985,  after  the  Boston  Globe 
sensationalized  the  placement  of  two  small 
boys  in  the  foster  home  of  a  gay  male  cou¬ 
ple,  Massachusetts  Governor  Dukakis  in¬ 
stituted  a  new  state  policy  virtually  banning 
placement  of  foster  children  in  lesbian  and 
gay  homes.  The  Massachusetts  foster  care 
policy  identifies  lesbians,  gay  men,  unmar¬ 
ried  people,  and  those  in  “non-traditional” 
families  as  the  parents  of  last  resort.  As  part 
of  the  policy,  any  prospective  foster  parent 
must  declare  her  or  his  sexual  preference  on 
the  application  form.  It  is  virtually  impossi¬ 
ble  for  lesbians  or  gay  men  to  become  foster 
parents  and  many  foster  children  in 
Massachusetts  continue  to  go  without 
homes. 

In  an  opposition  spearheaded  by  the  gay 
community,  Dukakis’  foster  care  policy  has 
been  widely  condemned  by  social  workers, 
psychologists,  and  psychiatrists  through 
their  professional  organizations;  by  the 
union  representing  Department  of  Social 
Service  (DSS)  workers;  and  by  many  in¬ 
dividuals,  as  well  as  women’s,  religious, 
labor,  peace  and  justice,  and  advocacy 
groups,  including  Dr.  Benjamin  Spock,  the 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  the  Attorney  General 
and  the  Urban  League. 

Moreover,  the  commission  the  governor 
himself  appointed  to  study  the  foster  care 
program  voted  overwhelmingly  to  overturn 
the  policy.  The  governor’s  recent  reaffirma¬ 
tion  of  this  extremely  discriminatory  policy 
on  the  day  before  Gay  Pride  reveals  his  in¬ 
transigence,  as  well  as  his  disdain  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community. 

The  impact  of  this  policy  has  not  been 
confined  to  Massachusetts.  It  has  become  a 
model  for  similar  repressive  policies  and 
legislation  recently  introduced  into  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
and  Maine  (where  it  was  rejected),  and  is 
being  considered  by  homophobic  legislators 
and  administrators  in  other  states.  Gover¬ 
nor  Dukakis  is  not  simply  “lukewarm”  on 
gay  issues;  he  has  taken  national  leadership 
in  developing  homophobic  policy. 

How  does  the  foster  care  policy  affect  poor 
people  and  communities  of  color? 

The  DSS  policy  perpetuates  the  myth  that 
a  “father  knows  best,”  white,  nuclear 
family  is  the  ideal  environment  for  children. 

It  does  not  recognize  the  many  close  and 
supportive  networks  of  friends,  neighbors, 
and  family  that  constitute  the  fabric  of 
many  communities  of  color.  It  does  not 
value  the  role  of  female-headed  households 
and  ignores  the  existence  of  the  many 
families  with  working  mothers  or  single 
parents.  Using  the  idea  of  family  values  to 
label  so  many  people  as  unfit  parents,  the 
Dukakis  program  represents  the  translation 
of  personal  prejudice  and  raw  bigotry  into 
public  policy. 

Why  is  the  foster  care  policy  “non- 
negotiable"? 

Any  affirmation  of  our  humanity  as  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  must  include  a  recogni¬ 
tion  of  our  eligibility  to  raise  children  and 
our  right  to  influence  future  generations  to 
view  our  lifestyle  as  a  joyful  one.  The  no¬ 
tion  that  gay  people  are  dangerous  to 
children  is  one  of  the  deepest  and  most  of¬ 
fensive  roots  of  homophobia.  We  are 
alarmed  to  see  this  horrible  stereotype 
resurfacing.  It  smacks  of  Anita  Bryant  and 
her  “Save  Our  Children”  campaign  which 
most  of  us  thought  had  been  put  to  rest  by 
the  late  seventies.  Moreover,  this  stereotype 
hides  the  ugly  and  well-documented  fact 
that  most  sexual  abuse  of  children  is  in¬ 
flicted  by  heterosexual  men,  particularly 
blood  relatives. 


In  the  conservative  1980s,  parenting  has 
unexpectedly  emerged  as  a  cutting  edge 
issue  of  gay  liberation.  Coming  out  no 
longer  means  foregoing  the  option  of  hav¬ 
ing  children,  as  had  been  assumed  in  the 
past.  As  a  result,  having  a  baby  through 
alternative  fertilization  has  become  increas¬ 
ingly  common  in  cities  like  Boston  and  San 
Francisco.  Although  gay  men  have  been 
slower  to  jump  on  the  bandwagon,  things 
are  beginning  to  change — demonstrated  by 
the  efforts  of  Don  Babets  and  David 
Jean — the  gay  couple  whose  taking  in  of 
two  foster  children  triggered  the  foster  care 
controversy.  So,  when  Michael  Dukakis 
told  gays  they  weren  ’/  fit  to  be  parents,  he 
found  himself  in  collision  with  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  gay  self-acceptance  and  community, 
with  the  march  of  gay  history. 

Though  opposing  Dukakis  on  the  basis 
of  one  issue  may  seem  to  show  a  lack  of 
political  pragmatism,  the  foster  care  issue 
has  gone  far  beyond  one  of  “punishing”  a 
politician  because  he  refused  to  embrace 
your  whole  agenda.  It  has  now  to  do  with 
identity  and  self-worth,  with  a  governor 
and  now  a  presidential  candidate  telling 
you,  in  effect,  that  you  cannot  quite  be 
trusted,  that  our  children  still  need  to  be 
“saved.” 

We  must  challenge  this  heterosexual 
norm.  As  GLDC  member  Mara  Math  ex¬ 
plained  at  Boston’s  1987  Lesbian/Gay 
Pride  March, 

There  are  two  main  objections  rais¬ 
ed  to  the  idea  of  lesbian  and  gay 
parenting.  One  is  the  boogeyman  of 
sexual  molestation,  although 
statistics  show  that  over  93  percent  of 
all  child  abuse  is  committed  by 
heterosexual  men.  The  other  question 
behind  “What  about  the  kids?”  is 
“What  if  the  kids  turn  out  gay?”  The 
answer  we  need  to  think  about  is, 
“So  what?” 

So  what  if  the  kids  turn  out  gay? 
What  we  are  doing  when  we  offer 
reassurance  that  the  kids  won’t 
necessarily  be  gay  is  to  go  along  with 
“Well,  there’s  nothing  wrong  with 
being  a  lesbian  but  I  wouldn’t  want 
my  daughter  to  marry  one.”  If  we  are 
really  to  believe  that  lesbian  and  gay 
identities  are  valid,  we  must  stop 
apologizing,  we  must  stop  col¬ 
laborating  in  the  idea  that  homosex¬ 
uality  is  fundamentally  some  kind  of 
contamination. 

I’m  a  Jew.  When  I  talk  about  hav¬ 
ing  a  child  someday,  no  one  is  sur¬ 
prised  that  I  plan  to  teach  my  child 
about  Judaism,  and  no  one  requires 
me  to  defend  the  idea.  But  as  a  les¬ 
bian,  I  am  supposed  to  promise  that  I 
would  not  communicate  to  my  child 
any  of  the  joy,  pride  and  strength  I 
have  found  in  lesbianism.  I’ll  try  my 
damnedest  not  to  force  my  child  into 
any  constricting  mold,  but  if  I  do 
have  a  daughter,  my  dearest  wish  for 
her  would  be  that  she  be  a  lesbian. 

So,  to  the  question,  “What  if  the 
kids  turn  out  gay?”  I  say,  “They 
should  be  so  lucky!” 

Hasn’t  Dukakis  been  a  supporter  of  gay 
rights? 

Although  he  has  always  said  he  would 
sign  the  gay-rights  bill  if  it  reached  his  desk, 
Dukakis  never  worked  for  its  passage  until 
his  unpopularity  on  the  foster  care  issue 
convinced  him  he  needed  to  do  some  quick 
fence-mending  with  the  gay  community. 
Many  gay  activists  who  have  worked  on  the 
gay  rights  bill  are  convinced  that  if  the 
governor  put  his  full  weight  behind  it,  the 
bill  would  pass. 

Michael  Dukakis  has  never  been  a  politi¬ 
cian  who  the  gay  community  believed  it 
could  turn  to.  To  date,  Dukakis  has  never 
appointed  an  openly  gay  person  to  any  state 
office  or  commission  (except  for  the  state 
commission  concerned  with  AIDS).  There 
are  no  openly  gay  people  on  his  campaign 
staff.  The  governor  has  been  unwilling  to 
sign  a  freedom  of  sexual  preference  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  protecting  lesbian  and  gay 
state  employees. 

Continued  on  page  8 


By  F.  Jay  Deacon 

On  Saturday  afternoon  of  the  March  on 
Washington  weekend,  right  there  in  front  of 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  there’s  going 
to  be  a  very  big  wedding.  Hundreds  of  same- 
sex  couples  are  going  to  stand  —  and  do 
what? 

Already  the  voices  of  proponents  and 
critics  rise,  while  casual  conversations  turn 
to  debates  about  the  event.  To  some,  this 
event  looks  too  much  like  something 
Reverend  Moon  would  do,  or  it  looks  like 
something  heterosexuals  would  do.  To 
others,  the  wedding  is  a  demand  for  equal 
rights  and  protections,  for  equal  recognition 
of  our  relationships. 

Indeed,  it  does  seem  to  parallel  Moon’s 
ceremony.  I  questioned  ceremony  organizer 
Walter  Wheeler  about  this.  He  said  the  ap¬ 
parent  similarity  is  intentional.  If  the 
Moonies  could  gather  thousands  of  couples 
—  many  of  whom  had  never  met  —  and  pro¬ 
nounce  a  few  words  of  pious  claptrap,  and 
instantly,  all  these  couples  can  enjoy  a 
plethora  of  legal  advantages  not  available  to 
them  so  long  as  they  had  to  check  “single 
on  their  IRS  returns  (not  to  speak  of  all 
those  special  prices  available  to  married 
couples,  etc.)  then  why  not  trot  out  in  public 


ships,  ones  that  have  had  to  stand  the  test  of 
a  hostile  environment  without  those  built-in 
social  and  legal  supports?  Why  not  affirm 
these  relationships  before  the  nation?  And 
why  not,  while  they’re  at  it,  have  a  few 
speeches  about  the  legal  injustices  of  our 
present  system?  The  event  becomes  a  protest 
against  injustice  as  well  as  a  celebration  of 
some  of  our  most  precious  relationships. 

But  why  do  anything  that  appears  to 
emulate  Rev.  Moon?  And  why  work  so  hard 
at  imitating  an  institution  (marriage)  that  we 
may  not  believe  in? 

Here  is  where  I’d  like  to  offer  to  some  dif¬ 
ferent  thoughts  than  those  I’ve  heard  from 
either  proponents  or  opponents. 

I  speak  as  a  Unitarian  Universalist 
minister  who  has  conducted  a  fair  number 
of  same-sex  services  of  union  (that’s  what 
we  call  them)  as  well  as  heterosexual  mar¬ 
riage  services.  Most  ministers  in  our 
denomination  conduct  same-sex  services 
regularly,  perhaps  with  more  comfort  than  I 
have  when  conducting  heterosexual  mar¬ 
riage  services.  Here’s  why. 

It  is  in  heterosexual  marriage  where 
chitrch  and  state  are  —  forgive  me  —  wed. 
Heterosexuals  must  examine  this  arrange¬ 
ment.  The  legal  components  of  marriage  are 
absent  from  a  same-sex  service  of  union. 
When  a  same-sex  couple  come  to  us  seeking 
a  service,  we  urge  them  to  visit  an  attorney 
and  arrange  for  some  kind  of  partnership 
contract.  The  legal  and  religious  are 
separated.  The  event  becomes,  instead, 
purely  a  religious  occasion.  Even  the 
“Positively  Revolting”  folks  seem  to  sup¬ 
port  such  ceremonies  when  they  say,  “For¬ 
mal  rituals  [and]  public  affirmations  of 
love... are  all  great  ways  to  affirm  these 
relationships.” 

I  hope  “The  Wedding”  doesn’t  see  itself 
as  a  marriage.  I  hope  that  what  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people  are  saying  to  the  larger  society  is 
not  “we  want  to  be  able  to  get  married  too,” 
but  “let  us  abolish  the  church-state  confu¬ 
sion  of  marriage.  Let  everyone  who  wants  to 
establish  a  legally  recognized  relationship 
have  easy  access  to  the  means  to  do  so.”  It 
isn’t  right  that  gay  and  lesbian  people  have 
to  pay  an  attorney  for  a  contract  that  comes 
free  for  heterosexuals  with  marriage.  It  isn’t 
right  that  even  when  we  get  such  contracts 
we  can’t  be  sure  they  will  be  recognized. 


Trying  to  make  our  ceremonies  and  our 
relationships  themselves  into  duplicates  of 
heterosexual  marriage  takes  another  terrible 
toll.  In  uncritically  accepting  the  mold  of 
heterosexual  marriage,  we  accept  the  impo¬ 
sition  of  uniformity.  Once,  in  Chicago,  I 
performed  a  service  of  union  for  three  men. 
They’re  still  together,  five  years  later.  But 
suppose  they  weren’t?  In  a  gay  or  lesbian 
service  of  union ,  you  don ’t  have  to  say  “  ’til 
death  do  us  part.”  (I  don’t  say  that  in 
heterosexual  marriages  either,  but  still  it’s 
standard  fare.) 

In  our  services  we  celebrate  real  relation¬ 
ships.  The  vows  are  written  by  the  couple  (or 
however  many  are  involved!)  to  say  exactly 
what  the  partners  intend  to  promise  each 
other,  whatever  it  may  be.  Like  the  relation¬ 
ships  —  monogamous  or  non-monogam- 
ous,  live-in  or  no,  two  or  three  or  a  house- 
full  —  the  rituals  can  take  many  forms.  But 
they  are  performed  —  and  this  is  the  impor¬ 
tant  part  —  in  community.  They  are  done 
surrounded  by  a  community  to  support  and 
affirm  the  relationship  —  because  there  real¬ 
ly  isn’t  any  other  meaning  than  that  brought 
to  the  event  by  those  present.  The  minister 
doesn’t  have  some  kind  of  divine  authority 


some  kind  of  divine  glue  to  stick  the  cou¬ 
ple  (or  whatever)  together,  nor  any  special 
divine  license  to  permit  the  couple  to  do 
whatever  it  is  they  plan  on  being  or  doing. 

It  isn’t  fair  to  “The  Wedding”  to 
characterize  and  calumniate  it  the  way  the 
Positively  Revolting  Affinity  Group  did  in  a 
recent  GCN  “Speaking  Out.”  I’ll  be  there 
to  celebrate  these  relationships  and  call  for 
equal  rights  for  our  relationships.  But  I 
can’t  be  sure  the  couples  participating  are 
not  just  trying  to  “get  married,”  until  they 
explain  their  intentions.  It’s  just  too  good  an 
opportunity  to  miss.  If  we  don’t  say  “no” 
to  traditional  marriage  now,  and  call  on  the 
larger  heterosexual  world  to  do  so  as  well, 
when  will  we? 

F.  Jay  Deacon  is  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns  of  Boston’s 
Unitarian  Universalist  Association. 

“Speaking  Out’’  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


March  with 
GCN  in  Washington 

Please  come  join  our  staff  and  volunteers  and  board 
members  as  we  march  in  D.C.  We  will  meet  Sunday 
October  1 1  right  after  the  people  of  color  rally  at 
the  northeast  comer  of  Constitution  and  17th.  If 
you  miss  us  there,  look  for  our  banner  in  the  midst 
of  the  National  Contingent.  Hope  to  see  you  there! 


Once,  in  Chicago,  I  performed 
a  service  of  union  for  three  men. ...  In  our 
services  we  celebrate  real  relationships  — 
monogamous  or  non-monogamous,  live-in  or 
no,  two  or  three  or  a  house-full. 


a  few  hundred  or  thousand  real  relation-  over  this  relationship.  S/he  doesn ’t  possess 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


We  want  gay  liberation,  not  just  gay  rights 

By  Lesbians  and  Gays  Against  Intervention  in  Latin  America,  Lavender  Left,  and  Lesbian  and  Gay  Liberation  and  Solidarity  Committee 


In  October,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  will  be  converging  on 
Washington,  D.C.  The  March  will  include  a 
broad  spectrum  of  politics,  and  we  can  be 
proud  that  when  our  communities  come 
together  it  is  on  such  a  progressive  basis  as 
was  developed  in  the  November  convention 
which  called  the  March.  And  yet,  as 
important  as  the  March  is,  there  is  a  need  to 
go  further,  because  the  fight  for  lesbian  and 
gay  liberation  has  been  replaced  by  the 
demand  for  gay  rights.  Therefore,  we  are 
calling  for  a  gay  and  lesbian  liberation 
contingent  and  also  a  get-together,  in 
Wash.,  D.C. 

As  lesbians  and  gay  men  we  threaten  the 
very  basis  of  this  white,  straight,  male- 
dominated  society.  But  the  society  cannot 
tolerate  lesbians  and  gay  men  because  we 
defy  its  basic  social  unit — the  heterosexual 
family.  By  living  outside  of  established  sex 
and  gender  roles  we  expose  that  they  are 
neither  natural  nor  inevitable  nor  freely 
chosen.  And  by  placing  our  own  identities 
ahead  of  societal  validation  or  approval,  we 
challenge  the  basic  idea  that  this  society  can 
determine  who  or  how  we  will  be. 

Our  community  is  faced  with  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  The  same  government  that 
created  the  epidemic  by  failing  to  respond  to 
the  first  AIDS  cases  is  now  determined  to 
use  that  epidemic  to  destroy  us.  We  are 
faced  with  a  rise  in  anti-gay  attacks,  racist 
violence,  institutionalized  racism,  a 
worsening  economic  depression,  an  attempt 
to  take  away  even  the  most  basic  of  rights 
for  women  and  a  rise  in  the  organized  right. 
Many  in  our  community  say  that  these  times 
call  for  abandoning  large  sectors  of  our 
community  and  many  of  our  demands  in 
favor  of  joining  mainstream  Democratic 


that  gayness  is  an  “alternative”  or  a 
“variation”  from  some  assumed 
heterosexual  norm. 

We  refuse  to  define  our  lives  within  the 
society  as  it  is  now  structured.  We  can’t 
stand  the  jobs  they  want  us  to  work  and  the 
schools  they  want  us  to  attend.  We  refuse  to 
have  the  relationships  they  want  us  to  have; 
to  grow  up  the  way  they  want  us  to  grow  up; 
to  age  the  way  they  want  us  to  age;  and  to 
die  the  way  they  want  us  to  die.  We  will 
determine  our  own  lives. 

What  this  means  in  the  context  of  the 
demands  for  the  national  march  is  that  we 
look  at  them  differently.  For  example,  when 
we  say  that  we  want  to  validate  gay 
relationships,  we  mean  all  relationships 
among  lesbians  and  gay  men,  not  just  the 
ones  (long  term  couples)  that  are  closest  to 
the  model  of  the  heterosexual  family.  We 
urge  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  celebrate  all 
their  relationships — sexual  and  nonsexual, 
long  term  or  short-term,  monogamous, 
non-monogamous  or  anonymous — and  we 
fight  the  idea  that  safe  sex  equals 
monogamy  or  no  sex. 

AIDS/ARC 

Like  everyone  else  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
communities,  our  lives  have  become  inter¬ 
twined  with  the  issue  of  AIDS.  We  join  with 
everyone  in  the  March  in  demanding 
massive  funding  to  fight  AIDS,  in 
demanding  decent  care  for  people  with 
AIDS/ARC,  and  special  programs  aimed  at 
Third  World  communities,  youth  and 
prisoners,  and  IV  drug  users. 

We  see  a  huge  health  business  being  built 
around  AIDS  that  is  based  more  on  the 
profits  of  drug  companies,  insurance 
companies,  and  hospitals  than  on  the  needs 


or  needles  available.  Yet  most  of  the 
mainstream  AIDS  organizations  have 
ignored  prisoners.  We  demand  the 
immediate  compassionate  release  of 
prisoners  with  AIDS/ARC. 

We  join  with  the  rest  of  the  March  in 
opposing  quarantine,  mandatory  testing, 
and  discrimination  against  people  with 
AIDS/ARC.  We  must  be  prepared  to  resist 
these  moves  with  every  means  at  our 
disposal. 

Racism  and  White  Supremacy 

Gay  people  of  color  were  very  much  at  the 
roots  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  liberation 
movement.  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  drag 
queens  were  heavily  represented  in  the 
Stonewall  riots.  In  the  seventies,  however, 
portions  of  the  gay  community  saw  the 
space  that  the  gay  movement  had  created  as 
a  chance  to  gain  respectability.  They 
rejected  the  images  of  drag  queens  and 
bulldykes.  And  they  began  to  project  an 
image  of  the  young  white  professional  gay 
man  or  woman. 

The  struggle  for  gay  rights,  within  the 
context  of  this  society,  too  easily  becomes  a 
squabble  with  other  oppressed  groups  for 
the  crumbs  and  attention  of  the  power 
structure,  which  distributes  its  favors  to 
defuse  whatever  group  is  currently  posing 
the  greatest  threat. 

Just  as  lesbian  and  gay  oppression  are 
endemic  to  this  society,  so  are  white 
supremacy  and  racism.  White  supremacy  is 
structured  into  every  institution  in  this 
society  from  schools  to  hospitals.  The 
increase  in  overt  racism  over  the  past  decade 
in  the  general  society  has  been  mirrored  in 
the  gay  community. 

As  a  movement  that  is  trying  to 
restructure  this  whole  society,  we  believe 
that  the  struggle  of  each  oppressed  group 
enhances  and  inspires  everyone  else’s.  One 
example  of  this  is  obvious:  had  the  struggles 
by  the  Black  Panther  Party  or  the  Young 
Lords  Party  for  free,  community-controlled 
health  care  in  the  sixties  been  won,  then  the 
AIDS  crisis  would  be  occurring  in  a  totally 
different  climate. 

Self-Determination 

The  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  movement 
is  working  to  create  a  world  where  different 
peoples  and  cultures  will  determine  our  own 
lives.  This  holds  for  all  the  different 
oppressed  ethnic/national  groups  within 
this  country,  and  within  this  community,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  world.  We  support 
self-determination  because  it  will  lead  to  the 
kind  of  relationships  we  want  to  have,  and 
the  kind  of  world  we  want  to  live  in — a 
world  where  cultural  diversity  is  respected 
and  cherished. 

Many  of  us  are  active  in  the  movements 
opposed  to  U.S.  intervention.  We  support 
the  national  liberation  struggles  in  South 
Africa  and  Namibia,  Central  America, 
Puerto  Rico,  Palestine  and  the  Middle  East, 
the  Philippines  and  around  the  world.  We 
believe  there  is  a  relationship  between  what 
the  U.S.  does  around  the  world  and  what 
happens  to  us  here.  A  rigid  order  is  being 
maintained,  one  that  keeps  the  Third  World 
in  line  with  the  economic  and  political 
interests  of  the  United  States.  For  us,  part  of 
that  same  order  maintains  lesbian  and  gay 
oppression  in  the  U.S.  If  you  challenge  the 
order,  you  are  attacked,  whether  it’s  with 
sodomy  laws  or  Contra  Aid. 

Lesbians 

Although  some  lesbians  are  certainly 
prominent  in  the  organizing  for  this  march, 
we  can’t  help  but  feel  that  from  the 
beginning  the  march  has  failed  to  focus  on 
lesbians.  At  the  November  convention  a 
motion  to  include  a  representative  of  lesbian 
separatist  organizations  on  the  steering 
committee  was  defeated.  At  the  January 
steering  committee  meeting  some  people 
interpreted  this  as  prohibiting  organizations 
that  were  not  open  to  both  men  and  women 
from  representation  on  the  steering 
committee. 

While  the  three  groups  originally  making 
this  call  are  all  mixed  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
we  support  the  validity  of  lesbian-only 
organizing.  Despite  the  prominence  of  a  few 
individuals,  lesbians  as  a  group  have  become 
less  and  less  visible  over  the  past  decade. 
Too  many  lesbians  are  living  on  the  street, 
or  are  kept  off  the  street  only  with  the  help 


of  their  friends.  We  are  chronically 
unemployed  and  underemployed,  or  stuck 
in  awful  jobs  for  fear  of  never  getting 
another  one,  because  we  are  heavily 
discriminated  against  (especially  if  we  are 
butch,  identifiably  lesbian,  or  lesbians  of 
color). 

Too  often,  the  movement  is  willing  to  see 
lesbians  represented  by  mentioning  the  issue 
of  child  custody,  or  abortion  rights.  While 
lesbians’  reproductive  rights  are  a  part  of 
our  struggle,  lesbian  liberation  involves  so 
much  more,  and  the  full  measure  of  what  we 
will  bring  to  this  world,  and  this  movement, 
has  not  even  begun  to  be  explored. 

Conclusion 

We  are  very  excited  by  the  current 
resurgence  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  liberation 
movement.  We  look  forward  to  marching 
with  and  meeting  with  others  who  share  this 
perspective.  The  above  ideas  are  not 
intended  to  be  exhaustive  or  exclusive,  but 
rather  to  generate  discussion  in  our 
communities. 

A  strong  presence  in  Washington  on 
October  1 1  will  help  push  the  larger  lesbian 
and  gay  movement  to  see  the  need  for  unity 
of  all  oppressed  peoples  struggling  for 
justice  and  liberation. 

Lesbians  and  Gays  Against  Intervention  in 
Latin  America  (LAG A I) 
3543  18th  Street,  Box  26,  San  Francisco,  CA 

94110 

(415)821-9087  or  346-0647 

Lavender  Left 
P.O.  Box  66144 
Los  Angeles,  GA  90066 
(213)660-1823 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Liberation  and  Solidarity 

Committee 

P.O.  Box  828  Ft.  George  Sta.,  New  York, 
NY  10040,  (212)304-8612 

(The  above  groups  are  alt  members  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Network  of  Mobilization 

for  Survival) 


Foster  Care 

Continued  from  page  5 

What  is  Dukakis’  record  on  AIDS  fund¬ 
ing/HIV  testing/insurance  issues? 

The  Dukakis  record  is  mixed  at  best. 
When  AIDS  first  became  a  subject  of 
public  concern,  the  state  legislature  ap¬ 
propriated  far  more  money  for  research 
than  the  governor  had  asked  for;  the 
Dukakis  administration  merely  followed 
the  legislature’s  lead.  In  this  primary  year, 
the  governor  has  been  out  in  front  on  AIDS 
funding. 

Last  December,  Dukakis’  administration 
formally  prohibited  insurance  companies  in 
the  state  from  requiring  applicants  for 
health  or  life  insurance  to  take  the  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  test;  the  governor  reversed  himself 
on  July  9th.  While  Dukakis  touts  the  new 
insurance  regulations,  calling  the  policy  “as 
strong,  progressive,  thoughtful  and  good 
...  as  there  is  anywhere  in  the  country,” 
the  state  insurance  commissioner,  Peter 
Hiam,  resigned  in  protest.  Hiam  charges 
that  the  insurance  industry  has  not  provid¬ 
ed  economic  data  to  back  up  its  stance,  and 
that  in  addition  to  making  it  more  difficult 
for  HIV-infected  people  to  get  individual 
life  and  disability  insurance,  the  new  policy 
makes  it  easier  for  the  state  to  eventually  lift 
the  ban  on  testing  for  health  insurance. 
Hiam  said  in  an  interview  the  governor 
simply  did  not  understand  the  issues  that 
were  at  stake:  “When  I  talked  about  the 
new  policy  increasing  discrimination 
against  already  stigmatized  groups,  he  look¬ 
ed  at  me  quizzically  and  said,  ‘What  do  you 
mean — are  you  talking  about  gays?’  And  I 
said  yes,  gays  and  IV  drug  users.  I  just  felt  it 
didn’t  make  any  real  impression  on  him.  I 
had  the  impression  he’d  already  made  up 
his  mind.”  (Kim  Westheimer,  GCN) 

As  Dukakis  enters  the  national  arena,  the 
gay  community  is  asking:  Will  the  national 
liberal  agenda  include  a  stand  against 
bigotry? 

GLDC  can  be  reached  at  P.O.  Box  225, 
Somerville,  MA  02144  (617)  661-7737. 
Special  thanks  to  Neil  Miller  for  inspiring 
this  article. 


We  refuse  to  accept  the  view  that 

gay  ness  is  a  “variation”  from  some  assumed 

heterosexual  norm.  We  refuse  to  define  our 

lives  within  society  as  it  is 

now  structured . 


Party  politics.  We  disagree.  It  is  no  accident 
that  the  first  gay  organizations  that  emerged 
after  Stonewall  called  ourselves  things  like 
the  Gay  Liberation  Front,  seeing  Ourselves 
as  engaged  in  as  serious  a  struggle  as  were 
the  people  of  Vietnam.  In  critical  times  like 
these,  we  need  this  kind  of  far-reaching 
perspective. 

What's  Wrong  With  Rights? 

Of  course  we  are  in  favor  of  and  fight  for 
any  rights  that  we  can  get  within  the  system. 
But  the  struggle  for  civil  rights  within  the 
context  of  this  society  can,  at  best,  result  in 
second  class  status  and  toleration  by  a 
wretched  straight  world.  The  struggle  for 
democratic  or  civil  rights  assumes  that  the 
system  is  basically  okay  and  that  its  flaws 
can  be  corrected  through  legal  reform.  We 
think  gay  oppression’s  roots  are  much 
deeper  and  it  is  not  enough  just  to  legislate 
against  them.  We  demand  an  immediate  end 
to  all  forms  of  anti-gay  oppression, 
including  the  abolition  of  anti-gay 
legislation  like  the  sodomy  laws,  and  we 
demand  an  end  to  all  laws  and  policies  that 
enforce  or  favor  the  nuclear  family.  We 
demand  an  end  to  the  repression  of  lesbian 
and  gay  male  sexuality.  We  demand  the 
right  of  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  and 
children  to  live  in  the  manner  we  choose. 

When  we  do  not  have  any  power,  the  society 
that  “granted”  the  rights  can  also  take  them 
away.  We  only  need  to  look  at  the 
experience  of  the  women’s  and  Black 
movements  to  see  the  limitations  of  civil 
rights  legislation  to  address  the  underlying 
causes  of  oppression. 

We  do  not  accept  the  analysis  implicit  in 
the  struggle  for  civil  rights,  that  same-sex 
love  be  tolerated  as  a  minority  experience 
only.  Because  of  the  heterosexist  nature  of 
this  society,  most  people  have  not  explored 
their  potential  for  same-sex  love.  We  are 
determined  to  create  the  conditions  that  will 
allow  this  potential  the  freedom  to  develop 
in  anyone,  and  we  refuse  to  accept  the  view 


of  people  with  AIDS.  Because  their  interests 
are  not  our  interests,  the  government  and 
the  medical  industry  will  not  cure  AIDS 
before  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
have  died. 

Therefore,  we  need  to  do  two  things.  One 
is  to  greatly  expand  the  network  of  self-help 
groups  and  community  clinics  that  are 
exploring  alternate  therapies.  We  demand 
that  funding  for  AIDS  be  under  community 
control 

The  other  is  to  refuse  to  allow  this  society 
to  keep  on  functioning  while  we  are  dying. 
Just  as  young  people  faced  with  the  Vietnam 
draft  stopped  business  as  usual  in  this 
country  in  the  late  ’60s,  so  we  must  stop  it 
now.  We  refuse  to  accept  the  slow  pace  of 
medical  research  and  the  stalling  of  safe  sex 
and  IV  hygiene  education.  We  demand  that 
all  drugs  be  made  available  for  free  to 
people  with  AIDS/  ARC,  realizing  that 
people  with  AIDS/ARC  are  often  more 
informed  about  treatment  options  thhan  the 
so-called  experts. 

The  AIDS  crisis  has  once  again  called 
attention  to  the  deplorable  system  of  health 
care  delivery  in  this  country.  This  system  lets 
people  die  because  they  can’t  afford  medical 
care,  forces  people  to  live  in  pain 
unnecessarily,  because  they  can’t  afford 
medical  care,  and  eventually  becomes 
incapable  even  of  decent  research  because  of 
the  various  competitive  economic  factors 
involved.  We  demand  a  total  restructuring 
of  the  health  care  system,  including  free, 
community  contolled  health  care  for  all. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Prisoners 

On  Oct.  1 1  we  want  to  focus  a  special 
spotlight  on  the  treatment  of  prisoners.  The 
Reagan  administration  has  targetted  them 
for  mandatory  testing  with  possible  life 
imprisonment  if  they  test  positive.  Prisoners 
with  AIDS  are  too  often  isolated,  shackled 
and  given  totally  inadequate  care.  Most 
prisons  refuse  to  give  out  safe  sex  and  drug 
use  information,  much  less  make  condoms 
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Reproductive 
Rights  Network 

(Boston  R2N2) 

ts  supports  sexual  freedom 
^  supports  lesbian  and  gay  liberation 
v0  supports  reproductive  rights 
for  all  women 

R2N2  P.O.  Box  686  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


The 
Politics 
of  AIDS 

By  Nancy  Krieger 
and  RoseAppleman 


"I  highly  recommend  that  every  health 
care  provider  read  this  informative 
pamphlet  to  get  an  understanding  of  what 
we  face  in  treating  AIDS  patients  and  their 
families,  especially  among  minority 
groups." 

German  Maisonet,  M.D., 

Director, 

Minority  AIDS  Project 
Los  Angeles 

64  pages  $4  00 
ISBN  0-913781-06-1 

To  order,  write  Frontline  Pamphlets,  Dept  S.  PO  Box  2729. 
Oakland.  CA  94602  Add  20%  for  postage  and  handling. 
California  residents  add  6  5%  sales  tax  Bulk  and  retail  rates 
available 
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Miss  Banners 
the  March 

Everything  you  need  to  know 
the  queer  event  of  the  decade! 

By  Jeremy  Grainger  and  Abe  Rybeck  of  the 
United  Fruit  Co.  affinity  group. 

With  apologies  to  Judith  Martin 

Dear  Miss  Banners:  I  am  presently  paralyzed 
by  a  severe  case  of  incorrectness  anxiety.  I 
am  fairly  new  to  the  political  scene.  (Until 
recently  I  thought  Malcolm  X  was  a  14th 
century  pope.)  However,  in  the  last  few 
months  all  that  has  changed.  I  have  bought 
a  virtual  boutique-full  of  progressive 
paraphernalia  —  a  five-piece  “si¬ 
lence  =  death”  aerobic  workout  suit,  a 
“visualize  impeachment”  crystal  prayer 
pyramid.  I  even  bought  the  complete  series 
of  Quotes-from-Alice-Walker  embossed 
dental  dams.  But  then,  just  when  I  thought 
I  was  totally  right  on,  1  attended  my  radical 
dyke  affinity  group’s  weekly  yeast-free 
macrobiotic  potluck  and  vibrator  pajama 
party.  I  have  never  been  so  humiliated  in 
my  entire  life.  I  was  the  only  woman  there 
without  a  second  trimester  pregnancy.  1  just 
can’t  keep  up. 

Now  I  dread  the  March  on  Washington 
and  any  other  gathering  where  I’m  bound 
to  stick  out  like  a  sore  nipple.  Oh,  what 
should  I  do? 

Gentle  Angry  Reader:  Trendiness  is  a  fine 
but  fickle  art.  A  few  short  years  ago,  even 
Miss  Banners  couldn’t  have  imagined  Yves 
St.  Laurent  condoms  or  a  mass  political 
demonstration  organized  by  travel  agents. 
(These  package  deals  are  so  expensive  Miss 
Banners  may  do  the  civil  disobedience  just 
in  order  to  get  a  roof  over  her  head.) 

So,  one  needn  7  be  such  a  trend-a-long. 
This  weekend  in  Washington  provides  the 
creative  “friend  of  Judy’s”  with  many 
unique  trend-setting  opportunities.  For  in¬ 
stance,  you  could  be  the  innovative  soul 
who  draws  up  the  prenuptual  agreement  for 
the  gay  and  lesbian  mass  wedding  on  Satur¬ 
day  morning.  For  that  matter  no  one  has 
made  arrangements  for  Saturday  evening’s 
mass  extra-marital  affair,  or  Sunday’s  in¬ 
evitable  mass  divorce.  So,  just  be  yourself, 
but  hurry  up  before  someone  else  be’s  you 
first. 

Dear  Miss  Banners:  At  the  last  march,  I 
spent  all  afternoon  cruising  this  really  sexy 
guy.  He  was  just  my  type  —  short,  with  a 
severe  flat-top,  no  facial  hair,  and  bulging 
pecs  and  biceps.  And  was  he  ever  cruising 
me  back!  Then,  this  gorgeous  woman  came 
up  and  they  started  making  out.  Things 
really  got  hot  and  heavy.  I  had  to  face  facts: 
“he”  was  a  lesbian.  To  make  matters 
worse,  I  was  by  then  close  enough  to  read 
her  “Bisexual  &  Proud”  button!  I’m  scared 
this  will  happen  again. 

Gentle  Angry  Reader:  Welcome  to  the 
modern  movement.  Our  parents’  cry  of 
“can’t  tell  the  girls  from  the  boys”  has 
come  around  full  circle.  But  Miss  Banners 
must  ask  the  sticky  question:  Flow  much 
bulge  do  you  really  want  in  a  pec?  Now, 
don  7  be  closed-minded.  If  she  is  truly  your 


goes  to 

about 


type  (and  you  are  hers)  you  need  to  take 
action  right  away.  Start  saving  money:  you 
have  a  whole  new  set  of  bumper  stickers  to 
add  to  your  collage. 

If  variety  is  not  the  spice  of  your  life, 
then  perhaps  you  could  just  be  friends.  And 
maybe  you  could  ask  her  to  give  the  boys  a 
few  cogent  style  tips. 


Dear  Miss  Banners:  After  months  of  hinting 
about  going  to  The  March,  my  mother  call¬ 


ed  me  up  to  annouce  she’ll  be  in  D.C.  on 
business  over  Columbus  Day.  How  conve¬ 
nient!  She  wants  to  walk  carrying  a  sign 
that  reads:  “My  son’s  gay,  and  that’s  OK!” 
Won’t  this  cramp  my  style,  Miss  B.? 
What’s  a  boy  to  do?! 

Gentle  Angry  Reader  Miss  Banners  urges 
you  to  pick  a  time  and  place  to  rendezvous 
with  your  mother.  This  way  you  can  both 
do  your  own  thing  —  she  may  enjoy  this 
more  than  you  imagine.  Otherwise,  be  a 
good  boy  and  thank  the  goddesses  Mom 
wants  to  be  there.  Maybe  your  sign  should 
read,  “Awwwww,  Mom!” 


Dear  M  iss  Banners:  Last  year  in  a  surge  of 
revolutionary  passion  1  was  lured  by  a 
seductively  strident  fellow  student  to  a 
Youth  Alliance  for  a  Worker’s  Nation 
forum  on  “The  Homosexual  Question.”  I 
thought  it  was  just  a  political  “one  night 
stand.” 

But  now,  when  I  tag  along  with  this  boy 
to  progressive  events,  he  expects  me  to 
distribute  his  YA  WNe r  propaganda.  He 
even  wants  me  to  hand  it  out  at  the  March 
on  Washington.  Should  I? 

Gentle  Angry  Reader  dearly,  when  you 
stare  at  this  YAWN er’s  chest,  you  are  not 
just  reading  his  buttons.  But  Miss  Banners 
recognizes  that  it  is  a  dogma-eat-dogma 
world.  Perhaps  you  should  invite  him  to  a 
private  panel  for  two  on  “ The  Homosexual 
Answer.  ” 


*  *  * 

The  hilarious  and  provocative  United  Fruit 
Company  theatre  troupe  will  be  stirring 
things  up  on  the  streets  of  Washington  dur¬ 
ing  the  March.  Be  sure  to  took  for  their 
outrageous  political  performances  under 
the  big  banana  banner.  □ 


Amtrak 

Continued  from  page  5 

“Regardless  of  what  they  do,  we’re  going 
to  Washington,”  asserted  Leslie  Cagan  of 
the  New  York  March  organizing  commit¬ 
tee.  “(Amtrak]  is  not  going  to  stop  us  from 
getting  New  Yorkers  there.” 

Judy  Andler,  of  the  Boston  organizing 
committee,  concurred  with  Cagan.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Andler,  Innovations  in  Travel,  the 
travel  agency  which  is  handling  Boston 
travel  arrangements  for  the  March,  has 
guaranteed  train  seats  for  everyone  who  has 
reservations.  Additional  buses  and  plane 
seats  will  also  be  reserved  if  the  “freedom 
train”  falls  through,  said  Andler. 

Amtrak ’s  reluctance  to  provide  trains  has 
everything  to  do  with  homophobia,  said 
Andler.  “I’m  sure  if  we  were  going  to  see 
the  pope,  we’d  have  those  trains.  It’s  clearly 
anti-gay.  It’s  in  the  government’s  interest  to 
stop  one  million  people  from  getting  to 
Washington  to  demonstrate  against  lesbian 
and  gay  violence,  to  demonstrate  against 
Dukakis  and  his  anti-gay  agenda.  And  it’s 
in  their  interest  to  repress  gay  visibility  by 
keeping  us  in  our  own  cities.” 


Amtrak  has  no  “ulterior  motive,  no  dark 
reason”  for  stopping  the  freedom  train, 
countered  Jacobsen.  “If  we  can  get  the 
hardware  to  meet  a  request  we  do  it.  Politics 
doesn’t  enter  into  it.” 

If  a  settlement  has  not  been  reached  by 
October  5  there  will  be  a  demonstration  at 
the  Amtrak  Station  in  South  Station  in 
Boston  at  4  pm.  To  get  up-to-date  informa¬ 
tion  about  travel  call  the  Boston  March  of¬ 
fice  at  (617)  426-5605. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Thoughts  on  solidarity 

Or  how  I  spent  my  summer  vacation 


By  Louise  Rice 

GCN  article  has  been  sitting  on  my 
back  burner  for  two  months  now, 
ever  since  my  return  from  El 
Salvador.  It  has  taken  various  forms  as  I’ve 
turned  over  in  my  mind  and  discussed  with 
my  friends  what  it  is  I  want  to  convey. 
These  messages  had  quite  a  range;  the  first 
incarnation  goes  something  like  this:  “El 
Salvador  is  the  most  exciting,  upheaving, 
vital  place  in  the  western  hemisphere  right 
now.”  I  would  try,  somehow,  to  commun¬ 
icate  the  positive  and  powerful  sense  of  for¬ 
ward  movement  you  feel  when  people  are 
about  changing  their  own  lives  and  shaping 
the  future.  But,  I  was  asked,  does  Central 
America  have  a  gay  angle?  What  about  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  in  El  Salvador?  How  does 
this  touch  me,  as  a  lesbian  here? 

So,  from  that  article,  I  moved  to  another 
theoretical  approach:  how  are  lesbians  and 
gay  men  visible  or  invisible  in  the  anti- 
intervention  movements?  We  got  dumped 
into  the  rear  end  of  the  April  25th  March  on 
Washington  for  Peace  and  Justice  in  South 
Africa  and  Central  America.  We  waited 
and  waded  in  the  mud  for  two  bone-chilling 
hours  before  getting  the  nod  to  join  in. 
Whenever  I  go  to  a  Central  America  social 
event,  I  see  very  few  other  queers.  With  the 
exception  of  some  wonderful  work  done  by 
the  gay  men’s  theater  group,  United  Fruit 
Company,  and  other  gay  Pledge  of  Resist¬ 
ance  affinity  groups,  the  South  Africa  and 
Central  American  movements  are  being 
upheld  by  straights.  Women  and  gay  people 
doing  solidarity  work  complain  about  sex¬ 
ism  and  homophobia,  the  same  tired  strug¬ 
gles  we  formed  gay  and  feminist  movements 
18  years  ago  to  wage.  Clearly  I’ve  un¬ 
covered  a  problem  and  still  my  article  is  un¬ 
written. 

Should  I  do  a  peptalk  about  the  fun  we 
can  all  have  waging  a  struggle  for  social 
change  in  South  Africa  and  Central  Am¬ 
erica,  or  anywhere  that  isn’t  here?  What  are 
people  involved  in  here,  and  what’s  so  dif¬ 
ficult  about  solidarity?  Where  are  the 
queers? 

Returning  to  my  lesbian  and  gay  circles,  I 
find  the  major  topics  range  from  basal  body 
temperatures  to  porn/sex  and  the  terror 
and  pain  that  AIDS  is  wreaking  on  us  all. 
While  I  was  in  El  Salvador,  a  very  dear 
friend  lost  his  second  lover.  The  first  died  a 
year  ago ....  I  am  on  the  Cape  for  two 
days,  and  this  article  still  hangs  over  me, 
over  the  realities  of  my  own  life.  I  work  40 
hours  a  week;  I  have  two  teenage  sons,  in 
varying  states  of  crisis;  my  long-term  rela¬ 
tionship  that  had  gone  sour  has  suddenly 
turned  hot,  sexy,  and  compelling  again;  the 
sun  is  shining  and  who  wants  to  worry 
about  El  Salvador  or  GCN?  I  am  trying  to 
write  about  how  we  all  have  to  put 
shoulders  to  grindstone,  and  all  I  really 
want  is  time,  space,  and  pleasure.  How  do  I 
reconcile  these?  I  suspect  that  we  all  need  to 
answer  that  one. 

However,  my  imagination  travels  back  to 
some  moments  in  El  Salvador.  We  were  in¬ 
side  a  hospital  occupied  by  striking  workers. 
Everywhere  we  looked  were  banners  and 
slogans.  The  main  outpatient  waiting  room, 
which  was  filled  with  hospital  workers, 
received  us  with  a  roar  of  chants  and 
cheers.  From  one  voice,  “To  the  boss’s  in¬ 
transigence?”  a  hundred  voices  boomed, 
“The  strike  is  the  reply!”  Another  chant, 
“You  can  see  it  you  can  feel  it,  the  union  is 
HERE!”  People  were  grinning  from  ear  to 
ear.  Tess  and  I  were  nudging  each  other 
because  we  could  see  a  whole  row  of  what 
we  were  sure  were  lesbians,  watching  us, 
beaming  at  us. 

A  beautiful,  tough-looking  woman  who 
had  a  shrapnel  wound  in  her  chest  from  a 
recent  demonstration  kept  bringing  us  fruit 
and  drinks.  After  the  formal  event,  she  em¬ 
braced  me  and  she  and  I  both  began  to  cry. 
She  spoke  about  the  strike,  about  her  hus¬ 
band  and  children,  about  the  struggle  for 
peace.  She  asked  us  about  the  military 
checkpoints  we  had  passed  through  to  get 
there,  expressing  concern  about  our  safety. 
In  that  brief  15  minute  encounter,  we  had 
as  intense  a  conversation  as  I’ve  ever  had 
with  anyone.  Sharing  a  struggle  does  that  to 
you. 

Another  moment,  in  another  hospital 
also  on  strike,  I  met  Grisela,  a  nurse  with  a 
broad  smile  and  infectious  enthusiasm.  This 
is  her  story:  “I  was  in  a  big  demonstration 
that  the  police  fired  on,  and  I  was  in  the 
front,  urging  our  people  on.  Unfortunately, 


the  TV  cameras  caught  me,  and  my  hus¬ 
band  saw  me  on  the  evening  news.  When  I 
came  home,  he  beat  me  and  threw  me  and 
and  the  children  out  of  the  house.  Now  I 
have  no  husband,  no  house,  no  job,  and  I 
may  go  to  prison.”  Now  this  is  a  pretty 
bleak  story  which  might  give  the  lie  to  the 
genuine  optimism  and  enthusiasm  that  was 
so  evident.  But  she  was  in  the  vortex  of  a 
change  that  she’d  take  any  risk  for.  Libera¬ 
tion  is  that  important. 

One  day,  towards  the  end  of  the  trip,  we 
participated  in  a  large  student  march  to 
commemorate  the  shooting  deaths  12  years 
ago  of  a  group  of  demonstrating  students. 
Although  it  was  a  student  march,  labor  and 
community  groups  were  there,  too.  At 
times,  the  entire  singing,  chanting  march 
would  sit  down  in  the  street,  or  become 
completely  silent,  fists  upraised.  Other 
times,  everyone  would  run  for  a  block  or 
two.  We  passed  hundreds  of  soldiers  whose 
guns  were  trained  on  us.  Despite  the  100- 
degree  weather,  many  people  had  on 
masks,  paint,  sunglasses  and  scarves  over 
their  faces.  Some  of  these  were  postering  or 
graffiti  teams,  who  made  sure  that  every 
wall  we  passed  bore  the  messages  of  the 
march.  The  demands  were  simple  and  legal: 
peace,  reconstruction,  a  resolution  to  the 
country’s  labor  disputes,  Yankee  go  home. 
The  positive  and  feisty  spirit  of  that 
demonstration  had  more  in  common  with 
any  gay  march  I’ve  been  on  than  many  of 
our  left  marches. 

Wherever  we  went  in  El  Salvador,  we 
were  struck  not  only  by  the  sense  of  for¬ 
ward  movement,  but  also  by  what  seems  to 
be  its  complete  unstoppability,  no  matter 
what  the  odds  or  the  consequences.  That’s 
just  the  way  I’m  used  to  thinking  about  the 
gay  liberation  movement.  It  won’t  be  de¬ 
nied.  Liberation  may  take  a  little  longer 
than  we  first  enlisted  for,  but  it  will  be  won. 

Some  people  are  capable  of  sustaining  a 
political  commitment  out  of  guilt,  or  out  of 
idealizing  a  people  in  struggle  far  away,  or 
out  of  some  charitable  or  altruistic  feelings. 
Perhaps  we  all  have  pieces  of  that  in  what 
we  do.  But  what’s  really  going  to  fly,  what 
really  makes  us  charged  with  passion,  is 
building  a  movement  that’s  all-inclusive. 

We’re  going  to  be  fighting  to  be  included 
sometimes,  like  in  the  April  25th  march.  I’d 
like  to  invite  a  discussion  of  how  or  why  to 
bother.  Hopefully,  this  is  a  start. 

Those  women  in  El  Salvador  weren’t 
dykes  —  they  just  had  that  proud,  self- 
assertive  look  about  them  because  they’re 
taking  charge.  I’d  encourage  every  one  of 
us  to  take  charge  and  feel  the  electricity  of 
the  connection  in  building  a  movement  that 
fights  for  the  whole  picture,  not  just  a 
piece.  When  we  march  on  October  11th, 
we’ll  be  marching  because  we  know  that 
our  own  right  to  self-determination,  to  con¬ 
trolling  our  bodies  and  our  lives  is  vital. 
And  we’ll  be  demanding  that  same  right  for 
all  those  who  are  now  leading  that  struggle 
on  other  fronts,  in  other  places.  □ 


Bad  press 

Continued  from  page  5 

that  the  emphasis  of  the  action  seemed  mis¬ 
directed  at  the  bar  and  the  one  provocative 
column,  rather  than  the  larger  issue  of  the 
Herald ’s  treatment  of  gay/lesbian  issues. 
The  Herald,  part  of  the  tabloid  chain  owned 
by  Rupert  Murdoch,  has  frequently  been 
accused  of  running  anti-gay  columns, 
editorials  and  news  stories.  Most  recently, 
protests  have  centered  around  stories  con¬ 
cerning  the  staff  of  gay  City  Councilor 
David  Scondras,  and  their  participation  in 
the  Committee  for  Civil  Liberties  and  Sex¬ 
ual  Freedom.  No  mention  of  the  Scondras 
controversy  was  made  at  the  rally  or  in 
Kessler’s  letter. 

Ten  members  of  the  gay/lesbian  and 
AIDS  activist  communities,  including 
Kessler,  Maguire  and  Scondras,  met  with 
the  Herald ’s  editorial  board  on  October  1 . 
According  to  Maguire,  the  group  discussed 
Carr’s  column  as  “the  most  outrageous” 
example  of  recent  homophobia.  “Enough 
people  have  indicated  it  went  beyond  the 
bounds,  so  that  they  [the  Herald ] 
acknowledged  it  must  have,”  Maguire  said. 
The  Herald  agreed  to  run  an  op-ed  piece 
submitted  by  the  group,  and  promised  to 
have  follow-up  meetings.  □ 
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Come  Out .  .  . 
Come  Out  Postcards 

Same  as  above  in  postcard  format. 
4x6.  10/85.75  postpaid.  Order  #C51CW. 


Come  Out .  .  . 
Come  Out  Poster 

Announcing  the 
March  on  Washington 
for  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Rights. 

Pink  triangle  with 
black  on  glossy 
white  stock.  History 
of  pink  triangle 
explained  on  bottom. 
17x22. $8. 50  postpaid. 
Order  *P75CW 


The  1988  Peace  Calendar 


•  SYRACUSE  CULTURAL  WORKERS  • 


A  full  year’s  worth  of  vibrant  and  inspiring  images,  plus  hundreds 
of  historical  dates  of  interest  and  extensive  "Resources”  listings. 
14x11  folded.  Full  color.  $10.70;  3/S27,  5/$43  postpaid. 


Dykes  To  Watch  Out  For 

A  zany  series  of  black  and 
white  postcards  reflecting 
the  humorous  side  of  life 
as  a  dyke.  4x6.  10/$5.75 
postpaid.  Order  #C45AB. 


Sappho  Notecard  Series 

Six  full-color  photographs 
by  lan  Phillips.  A  tribute 
to  Sappho  and 
contemporary  lesbians. 
Each  card  has  a  different 
quote  from  Sappho  on 
the  inside  left.  5x7.  Full 
color.  6/87.50  postpaid. 
Order  #C58CW 


Full-color  catalog  of  hundreds  of  political  posters,  notecards, 
postcards  and  The  Peace  Calendar,  $1.  (Free  with  order.) 

Order  from: 

Syracuse  Cultural  Workers,  Box  6367-GC,  Syracuse,  NY  13217. 
(315)  474-1132.  VISA'MasterCard.  Wholesale  inquiries  welcome. 
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NATIONAL 


GAY  &  LESBIAN 
TASK  FORCE 


INVITES  YOU  TO  A 

GAY  &  LESBIAN 
TOWN  MEETING 

ON 

SEX  &  POLITICS 

A  discussion  of  our  sexuality  in  the  context  of 
the  political  and  personal  realities  we  face  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

h  > 

•  •'  '  '•  -•  *•  ■  >  ’V-  ■  o 

MODERATOR 

John  D'Emilio 

PANELISTS 

John  Preston 
Jade  McGleughlin 
Billy  Jones 

additional  panelists  will  join  us 
on  the  day  of  the  meeting 

DATE 

Saturday,  October  10,  1987 

TIME 

4-7  PM  Town  Meeting 
7-9  PM  Reception  for  Meeting  Participants 

PLACE 

Funger  Hall,  Room  103 
George  Washington  University 
2201  A  Street  NW 


INFORMATION 

(202)  332-6483 


Life  on  the  rubber’s  edge 

When  good  sex  happens  to  bad  people 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

y  friend  Lynda  once  tried  to  shock 
me  by  mentioning  casually  that  she’s 
had  sex  a  few  times  in  her  life  with 
men  whose  names  she  never  knew.  I 
countered  by  saying  that  I’d  had  sex  with 
men  once  or  twice  without  ever  seeing  their 
faces. 

Of  course  both  of  us  behaved  this  way  in 
those  kicky  days  before  the  epidemic,  and 
when  I  first  heard  about  AIDS,  I  decided 
that  my  response  was  going  to  be  complete 
celibacy.  Two  years  and  an  extra-large  ther¬ 
apy  bill  later  it  occurred  to  me  that  maybe 
sublimation  was  causing  my  depression  and 
maybe  it  was  time  to  break  the  cycle. 

Armed  with  a  box  of  condoms  (“What 
brand  did  you  say?”  the  man  behind  the 
pharmacy  counter  had  yelled  into  my  red 
face),  I  ventured  into  my  favorite  porn 
theater  from  the  good  old  days.  I  was  sure  I 
would  be  joining  a  large  group  of  horny 
cruisers  who  had  read  the  literature  on  the 
new  safe  sex  techniques. 

Standing  in  the  crowd  in  the  back  of  the 
theater  I  was  ready.  I  cruised.  I  was  cool.  I 
was  hungry.  Men  brushed  by.  They  squeez¬ 
ed  and  groped  just  like  they  always  did.  A 
tall  man  stood  behind  me.  I  felt  a  nervous 
shudder  as  I  reached  for  his  crotch . . . 

Now,  I’ve  never  considered  myself  a  Size 
Queen  but  it  seems  I’m  always  being  lec¬ 
tured  on  the  topic  by  my  friend  Mindy.  She 
calls  Cosmopolitan  magazine  her  “Bible” 
and  apparently  it  keeps  her  well-informed 
on  such  matters.  After  listening  to  me 
describe  the  massive  endowments  of  various 
porn  stars  for  instance,  Mindy  will  patiently 
say,  “Christopher,  size  is  merely  a  visual 
stimulus." 

. .  .1  couldn’t  believe  the  size  of  the  prick 
on  the  man  who  was  standing  behind  me  in 
the  theater.  This  was  exactly  the  key  I 
needed  to  unlock  my  suppressed  libido.  My 
eyes  were  screaming  “Stimulate  us! 
Stimulate  us!”  I  motioned  to  a  more  pri¬ 
vate  section  of  this  very  public  place  and 
Mr.  Big  Stuff  nodded  his  consent. 

I  felt  some  anxiety  at  the  moment  of 
truth.  It  had  been  a  long  time  since  I’d  even 
had  sex  and  at  this  point  I’d  never  discussed 
condom  usage  with  a  prospective  partner.  I 
took  out  the  little  packet  and  held  it  up  to 
the  flickering  light  of  the  screen.  1  made  eye 
contact  with  my  New  Special  Friend  and 
arched  my  right  eyebrow  with  a  cavalier  at¬ 
titude.  I  wanted  to  communicate,  “You  do 
use  these  like  everybody  else  must,  mustn  7 
theyV'  He  squinted,  shrugged  and  nodded 
and  I  thought,  “This  is  my  first  voyage  on 
the  S.S.  Safe  Sex  Slut!”  1  was  no  slouch  in 
the  condom  application  department 
(“Practice  on  a  banana!  On  yourself!  On 
an  empty  sparkling  water  bottle!”  the 
brochures  had  gushed)  and  I  rolled  on  that 
Ramses  with  the  aplomb  of  a  Veg-O-Matic 
demonstrator  on  TV.  I  heard  Mindy’s  voice 
chiding  me  in  the  back  of  my  head  as  I  wor¬ 
ried  that  maybe  the  full-length  of  the  con¬ 
dom  would  only  cover  three-quarters  of  his 
penis.  I  vowed  that  only  latex-covered 
appendages  would  pass  my  lips.  Fortunate¬ 
ly,  one-size-fits-all  sufficed. 

With  safety  gear  fully  in  place  it  was  time 
to  get  down  and  dirty  in  the  most  sanitary 
way  possible.  The  eyes  of  several  cruisers 
were  on  us  as  the  man  leaned  against  the 


wall  and  I  lowered  my  face  to  his  crott 
level.  A  few  people  crowded  around  and 
had  to  reconcile  my  lust-filled  actions  wii 
the  fact  that  I  somehow  used  to  consid 
myself  modest. 

Two  masturbating  men  moved  in  clos 
to  my  face  and  I  wondered  if  I  should  stc 
everything  and  put  condoms  on  everybod; 
Would  I  look  like  the  Johnny  Appleseed  < 
rubbers?  My  ruminations  were  interrupt* 
by  yet  another  observor  who  approach* 
my  partner  and  grabbed  hold  of  his  gei 
itals.  I  felt  as  if  I  was  being  cut-in  on  at 
high  school  dance  and  I  rubbed  my  pocke 
looking  for  the  condom  box  in  the  like 
event  this  new  person  would  be  going  dow 
on  my  pal.  I  guess  I  could  just  slip  anoth- 


rubber  over  the  one  that  was  already  then 
You  can’t  be  too  safe. 

Instead  he  grabbed  hold  of  the  reserve 
end  of  the  condom  and  I  thought,  “We 
obviously  he  doesn’t  know  that  you  have 
be  careful  not  to  tear  these  things. . . .”  E 
removed  the  rubber  with  even  more  poi 
than  I  had  exhibited  in  putting  it  on.  I  loo 
ed  to  my  partner  for  any  sign  of  protest. 

“Yeah!!!”  he  groaned  as  he  pushed  tl 
other  guy’s  head  onto  his  uncovered  peni 
I  was  startled.  I  was  shocked.  I  was  heat 
broken.  Didn’t  these  people  realize  that  th 
was  my  big  comeback? 

I  left  the  theater  that  day  thinking  1  w 
the  only  person  interested  in  more  sensib 
sex  practices,  but  I  came  to  realize  I  w 
helping  blaze  a  latex-covered  trail  throuj 
the  smut  palace.  Perhaps  now,  when  sure 
everybody  who  goes  to  places  such  as  the 
must  be  using  rubbers,  they  remember  n 
as  the  Lone  Condom  Guy.  And  as  for  tl 
ruthless  man  who  hijacked  my  friend  wi 
the  big  dick,  1  hope  he  choked  on  it!  □ 


Illinois 
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requires  that  paramedics  be  informed  when 
they  are  requested  to  assist  someone  who  is 
HIV-positive. 

While  Thompson  signed  most  of  the 
conservative  legislation,  he  used  his  veto  lav¬ 
ishly  on  bills  that  provided  for  genuine 
AIDS  education  and  PWA  care.  “Long¬ 
term  PWA  care  was  completely  trashed,” 
said  Joe  Alongi,  administrative  assistant  to 
Rep.  Ellis  Levine,  sponsor  of  much  of  the 
progressive  AIDS  legislation. 

Alongi  said  he  was  also  upset  by  the  veto 
of  a  Levine-sponsored  bill  which  mandated 
drug  rehabilitation  programs  to  educate 
their  clients  about  the  risk  of  AIDS.  “This 
bill  would  not  have  cost  the  state  one  penny, 
and  clearly  would  help  prevent  the  spread  of 
AIDS.  Why  should  Thompson  veto  this?” 

Thompson  did  sign  some  progressive 
bills,  such  as  the  AIDS  Confidentiality  Act 


(SB-100),  sponsored  by  Senator  Whit 
However,  he  did  not  veto  the  many  loo 
holes  in  the  bill  White  had  created  for  i 
surance  companies  a  few  days  after  recei 
ing  large  contributions  from  them.  Despi 
the  loopholes,  A1  Wardell  of  IGLTF  said  1 
was  glad  this  bill  was  signed.  “Whatever  i 
limitations,  this  bill  establishes  the  conce 
of  informed,  written  consent,”  Ward* 
said.  He  added  he  was  also  pleased  by  tl 
signing  of  Levine’s  SB-736,  which  provid 
for  the  coordination  of  services  to  PWAs 
Chicago’s  gay  community  has  yet  to  re 
pond  to  Thompson’s  action,  as  most  of  i 
energy  is  going  into  preparations  for  the  n 
tional  March  on  Washington.  But  activis 
here  plan  to  continue  organizing.  “The  g; 
community  in  Chicago  has  far  more  clo 
than  it  used  to,”  said  one  gay  activist.  “( 
course,  we  were  starting  from  zero.  Befo 
last  summer  was  the  stone  age.”D 
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\A/e  examined 
V  Your  lives  and 
found  that  everything 
out  there  was  kicking 
our  behinds  — race, 
class,  sex,  and  homo¬ 
phobia.  ..  Third  World 
women  have  undoubt¬ 
edly  felt  most  viscerally 
the  need  for  linking  struggles  and  have  also 
been  most  capable  of  forging  principled  coali¬ 
tions,  based  not  upon  expediency,  but  upon 
our  actual  need  for  each  other. 

—Barbara  Smith 

From  Home  Girls:  A  Black  Feminist  Anthology 
Speaker,  Afternoon  Rally,  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

n  terms  of  teaching, 
sharing,  caring,  healing 
and  liberating,  Home 
Girls  is  one  of  the  most 
important  books  in  the 
history  of  Black  women's 

writing.  —Alice  Walker 
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1980  for  Hepatitis-B  (Bay  Area  Reporter, 
September  5,  1985).”  Experimenters 
distinguished  three  sub-groups:  those  who 
had  Hepatitis-B  but  had  not  developed  im¬ 
munity;  and  those  who  had  no  evidence  of 
either  the  virus  or  antibodies.  Those  with 
antibodies  were  eliminated  from  the  test 
group  since  they  were  already  immune. 
Those  who  had  active  Hepatitis-B  virus  had 
their  blood  drawn  and  the  virus  was  then 
isolated  and  used  to  manufacture  a  vaccine. 
That  vaccine  was  then  injected  into  those 
who  had  neither  the  virus  nor  antibodies. 

One  thousand  and  eighty-three  male 
homosexuals  who  had  no  evidence  of 
Hepatitis-B  were  chosen  to  test  the  new  vac¬ 
cine.  They  were  chosen  from  Chicago, 
Denver,  Los  Angeles,  St.  Louis,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  New  York  City.  Half  were  given 
placeboes  and  half  were  given  the  ex¬ 
perimental  vaccine.  When  it  was  determin¬ 
ed  that  the  vaccine  was  nearly  100  percent 
effective,  the  results  were  announced  and  a 
rapid  campaign  was  launched  pushing 
homosexuals  and  other  at-risk  groups  to 
obtain  Hepatitis-B  immunizations.  (NE 
Journal  of  Medicine,  9  Oct,  1980) 

Elaborate  reassurances  have  been  given 
that  the  vaccine  was  not  contaminated  with 
AIDS  material;  however,  when  the  experi¬ 
ment  began  in  1978,  researchers  were 
unaware  of  AIDS.  Raw  plasma  was  taken 
from  IV  drug  users  and  homosexuals  with 
active  Hepatitis-B  infections,  often  in 
massive  amounts;  one  man  made  $7,000 
selling  his  Hepatitis-B  active  blood  plasma. 
The  plasma  was  taken  to  a  New  Jersey  drug 
company,  where  the  vaccine  was  manufac¬ 
tured  and  then  injected  into  the  Hepatitis-B 
free  subjects.  In  San  Francisco,  of  the  24 
cases  of  AIDS  reported  in  1981,  11  had 
been  involved  in  the  Hepatitis  experiment 
(NY  Native,  June  22,  1987).  There  is  no 
report  of  a  follow-up  in  New  York  City,  the 
epicenter  of  the  epidemic. 

The  medico/hospital/government  com¬ 
plex  first  spread  AIDS,  but  where  did  the 
disease  itself  originate?  Today  there  is  great 
uncertainty  about  its  cause.  That  AIDS  is 
blood  borne  seems  to  be  the  only  incon¬ 
trovertible  fact;  everything  else  is 
speculative.  AIDS  becomes  manifest  when 
the  immune  system  breaks  down  and  the 
ratio  between  the  T-cells  goes  awry. 
Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  fact  is  that 
the  T-cell  test  kit  came  on  the  market  before 
the  disease  itself  was  identified.  In  the  entire 
history  of  disease,  this  may  be  the  first  in¬ 
stance  where  the  specific  test  for  the  disease 
preceded  the  outbreak  of  the  disease.  Many 
have  speculated  that  the  disease  was 
manufactured.  What  was  new  was  the 
knowledge  of  the  T-cell  immunity  system. 
With  that  knowledge,  targeted  genocide 
was  possible.  The  arguments  of  the 
counter-establishment  are  currently  split 
over  whether  the  AIDS  agent  is  biological 
or  chemical. 

Currently  there  is  a  medical  dogma  that 
AIDS  is  caused  by  a  virus  (now  called  the 
Human  Immunodeficiency  Virus  — 
“HIV”).  While  HIV  may  be  the  cause  or  at 
least  a  marker  of  the  disease,  alternative  ex¬ 
planations  have  not  only  been  examined  but 
they  have  been  ridiculed.  Liberals  even 
within  the  gay  community  have  denounced 
and  lumped  alternative  explanations 
(“those  ultra-leftists”)  with  Moral  Majority 
theories.  Between  the  far  right  and  the  far 
left  theories  —  “the  wrath  of  God  or  the 
workings  of  the  CIA”  —  stands  the 
reasonable  centrist  explanation,  the  human 
immunodeficiency  virus  (Dennis  Altman, 
AIDS  in  the  Mind  of  America,  1986, 
10-11). 

The  HIV  virus  was  first  identified  by  a 
group  of  French  scientists  at  the  Louis 
Pasteur  Institute,  who  published  their  find¬ 
ings  in  Science  and  supplied  samples  of  the 
virus  to  Dr.  Robert  Gallo  in  the  United 
States.  Gallo  was  booed  at  a  meeting  of 
cancer  researchers  when  he  refused  to  give 
any  details  of  his  own  research.  In  April, 
1984,  he  appeared  with  the  United  States 
Secretary  of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
who  was  sadly  drunken  and  nearly  fell  from 
the  podium.  The  Secretary  announced  that 
the  doctor  had  discovered  the  AIDS  virus. 
She  said,  “Today  we  add  another  miracle 
to  the  long  honor  roll  of  American 
medicine  and  science.” 

Peter  H.  Duesberg  has  challenged  the 
HIV  theory.  In  Cancer  Research  (March  1, 
1987)  and  in  an  interview  by  John  Lauritsen 
(NY  Native,  #219)  Duesberg  explains  that 
the  virus  itself  cannot  cause  AIDS.  (Indeed, 
he  argues  that  no  retrovirus  can  cause 
cancer.)  Many  people  who  have  AIDS  do 


not  have  the  HIV  virus.  If  HIV  cause 
AIDS,  then  everyone  who  has  AIDS  mus 
have  the  virus.  At  first  this  deficiency  in  th 
HIV  explanation  was  answered  by  sayinj 
that  the  tests  were  inadequate.  This  argu 
ment  is  embarrassing  to  the  test  manufac 
turers  and  others  who  want  to  believe  in  th 
test  as  much  as  they  want  to  believe  in  HIV 
As  tests  have  become  more  and  mor 
sophisticated,  HIV  apologists  have  claimei 
that  the  virus  hits  and  runs.  But  that  argu 
ment  is  so  patently  absurd  that  few  try  t> 
use  it  except  for  public  relations  propagan 
da.  As  the  HIV  dogma  disintegrates,  th 
biological  and  the  chemical  warfare  theorie 
become  more  important.  They  have  bee 
combined  with  Psychological  Warfare. 

During  the  uprisings  of  the  1960s,  the  li 
of  secrecy  was  lifted  from  some  of  th 
government  crimes  against  humanity.  Man 
agents  like  Philip  Agee  or  Daniel  Ellsbur 
simply  defected  and  told  everything  the 
knew.  And  researchers  have  since  foun 
that  great  chunks  of  material  are  constantl 
leaking  to  the  public  from  unexpecte 
sources.  Thus  magazines  such  as  Covei 
Action,  Information  Bulletin  serve  a  gret 
public  need  by  gathering  up  and  remembei 
ing.  The  current  issue  (#28,  Summer  198: 
contains  three  thorough  articles  on  AID5 
two  by  Robert  Lederer,  an  activist  in  th 
gay  and  Puerto  Rico  solidarity  movement: 

The  earliest  links  to  AIDS  were  implicit! 
suggested  in  Robert  Harris  and  Jeremy  Pa? 
man,  A  Higher  Form  of  Killing,  The  Seen 
Story  of  Chemical  and  Biological  (Varfai 
(1982).  They  quote  1969  military  testimon 
before  the  House  Committee  on  Approf 
nations: 

Within  the  next  5  or  10  years,  it 
would  probably  be  possible  to  make  a 
new  infective  micro-organism  which 
could  differ  in  certain  important 
apsects  from  any  know  disease- 
causing  organisms.  Most  important 
of  these  is  that  it  might  be  refractory 
to  the  immunological  and  theraputic 
processes  upon  which  we  depend  to 
maintain  our  relative  freedom  from 
infectious  disease. 

And  a  1975  military  manual  promises  fortl 
coming  “ethnic  chemical  weapons., 
designed  to  exploit  naturall  occurring  di 
ferences  in  vulnerability  among  specif 
population  groups.”  (240-41)  Requests  ft 
more  details  on  these  efforts  under  tl 
Freedom  of  Information  Act  have  all  be< 
denied  to  the  Gay  Community  News. 

Jane  Teas  provided  an  early  hypothes 
on  the  origin  of  AIDS.  She  observed  th; 
pigs  with  African  Swine  Fever  displaye 
symptoms  similar  to  those  of  humans  wii 
AIDS  (Lancet,  April  23,  1983).  Sim 
smallpox  has  been  controlled  by  vaccinatii 
(vaccinus  =  Latin  for  cow)  humans  wii 
live  cowpox  virus,  scientists  should  ha' 
rushed  to  their  labs  to  examine  the  Swii 
Fever  Virus.  Instead  HIV  virus  was  pu 
portedly  tested  in  Belgium  against  a  twent 
year-old  Swine  Fever  Virus  sample  fro 
Spain  and  found  to  be  distinct.  Te 
wonders,  “How  had  the  Belgians  manag< 
to  set  up  a  new  experiment  with  an  anim 
virus,  perform  the  test,  write  the  result 
and  get  Them  all  published  in  just  thr 
weeks.”  (NY  Native,  December  17-3 
1984) 

Dr.  Gallo  controls  all  work  with  tl 
human  immunodeficiency  virus  and  tl 
Department  of  Agriculture  controls  ; 
research  with  the  African  Swine  Fev 
Virus.  Both  sources  have  sabotagi 
research  (either  dependent  or  independer 
on  the  African  Swine  Fever  Virus.  In  Ha 
the  United  States  government  providi 
millions  of  dollars  to  exterminate  all  t! 
pigs  on  the  island;  Teas  speculates  that  tl 
US  Department  of  Agriculture  had  sprei 
the  pig  virus  with  contaminated  vaccine. 

Part  of  the  secrecy  surrounding  Africi 
Swine  Fever  Virus  arises  from  the  CIA’s  u 
of  animal  diseases  against  Cuba,  Nicaragi 
and  elsewhere.  Viruses  for  use  in  biologic 
warfare  have  been  manufactured  at  Fc 
Detrick  (located  near  Frederic 
Maryland).  A  Newsday  article  reprinted 
the  Boston  Globe  (1/9/77)  reports  that  Cl 
operatives  received  the  virus  at  a  Cl 
biological  warfare  training  station 
Panama  and  traveled  to  Navassa  (a  U. 
controlled  island  just  off  the  coast  of  Cub 
—  where  the  virus  was  spread  to  Cub; 
pigs.  (The  United  States  maintains  a  nav 
base  on  Cuba  itself;  Guantanamo  w 
originally  founded  by  French  slaveowne 
fleeing  the  revolution  in  Haiti.)  From  Cul 
the  disease  spread  to  the  Dominic: 
Republic  (1978),  to  Haiti  (1979)  and  rea 
peared  in  Cuba  in  1980.  In  July  1981,  Fit 
Castro  reported  that  the  CIA  had  spre: 

Continued  on  page 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  OCTOBER  4-10,  1987  □  PAGE 


No  hooray  for  Hollywood 

When  will  gay  characters  come  of  age? 

By  Michael  Bronski 


As  far  as  I  was  concerned  the  best  thing 
about  summers,  besides  not  having  to 
go  to  school,  was  being  able  to  spend 
time  at  the  movies.  There  were  monster 
movies  which  had  cryptic,  just  under  the 
surface,  sexual  subtexts;  Roman  gladiator 
movies  where  male  flesh  was  always  ap¬ 
parent  and  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
violated,  beach  party 
movies  which  were  pretty 
stupid  (even  us  ten-year- 
olds  knew  that),  but  you  got 
to  see  a  lot  of  post-teen  boys  with  body  hair 
and  bulges  in  their  bathing  suits.  Sometimes 
you  even  got  to  see  more  adult  movies.  I 
remember  one  time  we  went  to  see  The  Car¬ 
dinal  (it  was  about  the  Catholic  church  so 
everyone  figured  it  was  safe)  and  the  lead, 
Tom  Tryon,  was  stripped  to  the  waist  and 
horsewhipped  by  the  KKK.  It  was  heaven. 

Now,  almost  30  years  later,  the  good 
news  is  there  are  lots  of  positive,  openly  gay 
films  such  as  The  Law  of  Desire,  I’ve  Heard 
the  Mermaids  Singing,  Too  Outrageous, 
Maurice,  Parting  Glances,  My  Beautiful 
Laundrette,  A  Virus  Knows  No  Morals, 
and  Night  Zoo.  The  bad  news  is  that  unless 
you  live  in  Boston,  San  Francisco,  Chicago 
or  New  York,  you  stand  a  very  small  chance 
of  seeing  any  of  these.  Movies  like  Maurice 
and  Mermaids  will  probably  play  in  selected 
theaters  in  large  cities.  But  the  chances  of 
Night  Zoo  or  Law  of  Desire  playing  at 
anything  other  than  a  film  festival  or  a  col¬ 
lege  campus  seem  slim  indeed.  The  sad  fact  is 
that  even  though  Hollywood  has  grown  up 
a  great  deal  since  the  1950s,  mainstream 
films  are  still  terrible  about  gay  issues. 
Making  Love  was  the  big  attempt  to  make  a 
major  Hollywood  product  which  would  ap¬ 
peal  to  both  gay  and  straight  audiences  — 
but  it  was  so  devoid  of  any  real  feeling  it 
was  a  flop.  Unfortunately  its  poor  showing 
at  the  box  office  convinced  the  studios  any 
gay  themed  film  was  doomed.  And  if  that 


Genes 
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dengue  —  a  tropical  disease  —  killing  113 
and  infecting  270,000  Cubans;  the  United 
States  denied  the  charge  but  admitted  that 
they  had  prepared  special  poisons  for 
Castro  himself. 

Doctors  Lilli  and  Jacob  Segal  argue  that 
the  HIV  virus  is  genetically  engineered, 
AIDS:  USA  —  home  made  evil;  NOT  im¬ 
ported  from  AFRICA  (Zimbabwe,  1986, 
2nd  ed.)  The  Segals  contend  that  the  human 
immunodeficiency  virus  originated  from  a 
splice  between  a  recently  identified  human 
leukemia  virus  and  a  sheep  maedi-visna 
virus.  The  Human  T-Cell  lymphotrophic 
virus  type  I  (HTLV-I)  was  first  identified  in 
1980  as  the  cause  of  leukemia  among 
groups  in  Japan  and  the  Caribbean.  Gallo 
led  the  effort  to  isolate  and  identify  this 
virus;  his  research  exactly  corresponds  with 
the  appearance  of  the  AIDS  virus.  The 
Segals’  pamphlet  would  lead  one  to  ask 
whether  he  had  first  manufactured  the  virus 
he  later  claimed  to  have  discovered. 

The  maedi-visna  virus  is  a  retrovirus  of 
the  subfamily  lentivirinae,  which  includes 
infectious  anaemia  in  horses  and 
encephalitis-arthritis  in  goats.  These  viruses 
are  lens-shaped  (lenti);  and  ordinarily  they 
develop  slowly  over  a  number  of  years. 
John  Seale  in  the  Journal  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine  (August  1985)  lists 
many  of  the  similarities  between  AIDS  and 
lenti-virus  infections  in  animals.  The  Segals 
summarize  their  findings: 

we  can  exclude  the  possiblity  that  the 
AIDS  virus  had  naturally  evolved 
from  a  HTLV  virus  —  of  man  or 
monkeys.  Nor  could  the  AIDS  virus 
have  naturally  evolved  from  the 
Visna  virtis  by  way  of  a  series  of 
mutations.  The  AIDS  virus  contains 
a  proportion  of  HTLV  and  a  propor 
tion  of  lentivirus,  which,  according 
to  our  present  standards  of 
knowledge  could  only  have  been 
combined  by  means  of  gene  surgery. 

Dr.  Robert  Strecker,  in  the  British 
newspaper  Sunday  Express,  Oct.  26,  ’86, 
suggested  yet  another  splice:  “There  is  no 
known  animal  virus  with  all  the  symptoms 
of  AIDS.  It  must  have  been  geneticaliv 
engineered  from  different  viruses.  The  two 
viruses  which  were  used,  according  to  ail 
my  research  and  studies,  are  Maedi-visna 
and  Bovine  Leukemia.  It  almost  certainly 
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wasn’t  bad  enough,  the  time-honored  tradi¬ 
tion  of  queer  bashing  is  still  popular  in  your 
average  Hollywood  movie. 

Take  a  look  at  two  of  the  most  popular 
summer  thrillers.  No  Way  Out  is  a 
Washington-based  spy-tingler  in  the  Hitch¬ 
cock  tradition.  It  happens  to  feature  a 
villain  who  is  one  of  the  most  evil  queens  in 
current  movies.  There  is  no  reason  for  him 
to  be  gay  —  it  has  absolutely  nothing  to  do 
with  the  plot.  And  in  The  Fourth  Protocol 
—  a  film  with  a  great  premise  but  absolutely 
no  idea  how  to  deal  with  its  plot  —  a  gay 
man  is  casually  murdered.  Like  Blacks  who 
are  quickly  dispensed  with  in  jungle  films, 
this  death  is  given  no  weight,  no  moral  or 
social  meaning  whatsoever. 

When  nice  homoerotic  moments  do  man¬ 
ifest  themselves  in  mainstream  films  they 
are  simply  moments.  The  Lost  Boys  is  a 
good  example  of  this  with  its  chic  teen  vam¬ 
pires  and  its  homoerotic  context  —  “just 
give  in,  relax”  the  lead  vampire  tells  his 
almost  all  too  willing  boy  victim.  But  it  is 
clear  the  filmmakers  are  unwilling  to  put 
more  than  hints  on  the  screen.  This  was  less 
true  of  last  summers’s  Stand  By  Me,  but  at 
least  that  film  had  a  pre-teen  (and  sup¬ 
posedly  non-sexual)  cast  as  an  excuse.  The 
trouble  in  The  Lost  Boys  was  also  the  fatal 
flaw  in  Black  Widow  several  months  ago.  A 
stylish,  noirish  murder  mystery,  the  film’s 
tension  was  predicated  on  the  attraction 
between  Teresa  Russell  and  Debra  Winger. 
But  whenever  the  film  came  close  to  dealing 
with  that  attraction  in  physical  terms  —  and 
it  comes  pretty  close  in  several  scenes  —  the 
characters  always  pull  away  and  leave  not 
only  a  lot  of  frustrated  lesbians,  but  a  gap¬ 
ing  hole  in  the  plot. 

AIDS  is  also  beginning  to  crop  up  in 
films,  usually  with  no  point.  Bette  Midler 
had  a  throw  away  line  about  AIDS  in  Down 
and  Out  in  Beverly  Hills  as  did  Barbara 

Continued  on  page  25 


happened  in  a  research  laboratory  in  the 
United  States.” 

While  the  argument  for  genetic  engineer¬ 
ing  is  very  strong  indeed,  important  links 
are  quite  speculative.  Microbiology  has 
made  many  discoveries  and  perfected  many 
techniques  in  the  last  decade;  however, 
their  forms  of  identification  are  still  quite 
primitive.  Thus  two  teams  argue  that  HIV  is 
a  splice  between  visna  and  either  a  human 
or  a  cow  leukemia  virus.  The  Segals 
speculate  that  the  virus  was  manufactured 
at  Ft.  Detrick;  Dr.  Seale  argues  that  the 
splice  was  inadvertent.  He  thinks  “a  scien¬ 
tist  in  a  laboratory  somewhere  in  the  United 
States  and  doing  cancer  research  with  the 
two  viruses,  accidentally  spliced  elements  of 
both  together  —  and  created  AIDS . . .  the 
scientist  would  be  totally  unaware  that 
anything  was  wrong.”  Dr.  Seale  had  first 
hand  knowledge  of  the  British  Porton 
Down  Microbiological  Research  Establish¬ 
ment  (which  works  in  tandem  with  Fort 
Detrick). 

Gene  splicing  itself  is  now  almost  routine. 
Paul  Berg  in  1971  linked  a  simian  (or 
monkey)  virus  (SV40)  with  part  of  a 
bacteria  common  in  the  human  colon 
{Escherichia  coli).  In  1978,  his  team  made 
headlines  when  they  linked  rabbit  genes  for 
hemoglobin  with  SV40,  which  they  then 
used  to  infect  an  African  green  monkey. 
(Berg  received  the  Nobel  prize  for  his  work 
in  1980.)  Berg  himself  joined  a  voluntary 
moratorium  on  recombinant  DNA  ex¬ 
periments.  He  found  that  “in  his  own  P3 
facility ..  .almost  everyone  who  entered 
that  lab  acquired  substantial  antibody  titres 
to  SV40  (a  sign  of  infection)  after  one  half 
to  a  full  year  {Science  for  the  People,  17:3, 
40).”  A  P3  facility  is  the  most  secure  out¬ 
side  the  P4  facilities  at  Fort  Detrick  and  the 
army’s  Dugway  lab  near  Salt  Lake  City. 

After  a  few  years  debate  on  the  dangers 
of  genetic  engineering,  scientists  have 
returned  to  their  splicing.  Richard  Mulligan 
at  MIT’s  Whitehead  Institute  has  inserted  a 
bacterial  gene  into  the  germ  line  of  mice  by 
retroviral  infection  with  thymus  tumor 
cells.  The  human  thymus  generates  T-cells, 
whose  collapse  signals  AIDS.  Monkey 
kidney  cells  were  implicated  in  a  1967  ex¬ 
periment  in  Marburg,  West  Germany. 
Twenty-five  workers  who  had  handled 
green-monkey  kidney  cells  came  down  with 
a  mysterious  disease,  of  which  six  died. 
“Virologists  identified  a  new  agent  now 
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INTERVIEW 


Lesbian  life  on  the  street 


A  Black  lesbian  with  AIDS  talks  about  her  homelessness 

By  Liz  Galst 


Cheryl  Covan  and  I  are  friends.  We 
met  at  Rosie’s  Place,  a  drop-in 
shelter  for  homeless  women  and  their 
children  in  Boston’s  South  End.  Cheryl 
hangs  out  there  sometimes,  and  I  used  to  be 
a  volunteer.  We  started  being  friends 
because  both  of  us  are  queer  and  both  of.  us 
like  to  talk  a  lot. 

Cheryl  used  to  shoot  drugs  and  she  has 
AIDS.  Unfortunately,  we  didn't  get  to  talk 
about  her  illness  in  this  interview.  Mostly 
we  talked  about  homelessness. 

Cheryl’s  friend  Nancy  was  there  when  we 
did  the  interview.  Even  though  they  some¬ 
times  don ’t  talk  to  each  other,  they  ’ve  been 
friends  for  over  20  years. 

It ’s  too  bad  you  can ’t  hear  their  voices, 
especially  Cheryl’s,  through  the  newspaper 
because  it  has  amazing  texture  and  rhythm. 
Welt,  maybe  you  can. . . 

Liz:  Can  you  tell  me  a  little  about  your 
background,  like  where  you  were  born  and 
when?  What  was  your  family  like? 

Cheryl:  I  was  born  and  raised  in  Boston.  I 
lived  here  all  my  life. 

Liz:  Which  part? 

Cheryl:  Well  1  was  born  on  Mass.  Avenue, 
South  End. 

Liz:  How  long  ago? 

Cheryl:  Forty-three  years  ago  in  1943, 
December  30th.  My  name,  my  middle  name 
is  Diane  (we  laugh).  Oh,  don’t  get  me 
started. 

Liz:  I  want  you  to  keep  going. 

Cheryl:  Keep  going,  what?  I  answered  the 
question. 

Liz:  Tell  me  a  little  bit  about  your  family. 
What  was  it  like? 

Cheryl:  My  mother  was  very  strict  and  1  ran 
away  (she  laughs).  I  should  tell  it  like  I  tell  it, 
huh  Nance?  I  ran  away  when  1  was  seven¬ 
teen.  And  I  was  exposed  to  the  streets  and 
the  lights.  Everything,  the  “Night  Life.” 
Fascinatin’,  fascinatin. 

Liz:  What  was  so  fascinating  about  it? 
Cheryl:  When  I  was  living  at  home  —  at  nine 
o’clock  I  went  to  bed.  I  didn’t  know 
anything  went  on  after  nine  o’clock. 

Liz:  Did  you  have  a  place  to  stay  after  you 
ran  away? 

Cheryl:  Oh  yeah.  I  stayed  with  a  friend.  It 
was  like  a  club  house,  one  of  those  kind  of 
deals.  Poppin’  pills  and  hanging  out.  Dan¬ 
cin’  all  night. 

Liz:  It  sounds  like  it  was  a  lot  of  fun. 
Cheryl:  Oh  it  was,  it  was.  That’s  how  I  first 
started  using  drugs.  It  was  fun  at  first. 

Liz:  And  then  what  happened? 

Cheryl:  Then  I  got  a  habit,  heroin  habit. 
And  I  had  to  use  drugs  every  day.  And  then 
it’s  not  fun  anymore. 

Liz:  How’d  you  support  it? 

Cheryl:  Any  way  I  could  get  the  money.  Any 
way  I  could  get  the  money. 

Liz:  So  how  exactly  did  you  first  become 
homeless? 

Cheryl:  Oh  let  me  see.  I  was  living  up  in 
Brockton  with  a  friend,  and  her  brother  and 
his  girlfriend  were  living  there,  and  she  [my 
friend]  was  working  in  the  day.  She’d  leave 
the  money  and  stuff  for  them  to  pay  the  rent 
and  they  wasn’t  paying  it,  and  she  wasn’t 
aware.  So  the  next  thing  we  knew  the  con¬ 
stables  came  to  the  door,  to  tell  her  she  had 
14  days  or  ten  days  or  something  like  that,  to 
get  out  of  there.  So  they  got  all  their  little 
things  together  and  left  and  it  was  her 
brother  you  know.  He  didn’t  even  ask  her  if 
she  needed  any  help  getting  her  stuff  out  of 
there. 

Then  her  and  I  came  to  Boston,  went  to 
her  sister’s  house  to  stay.  And  that  was  a 
trip.  And  from  there  we  went  to  a  friend  of 
her’s  house  to  stay.  And  that  was  another 
trip.  I  got  stuck  in  there  for,  I  don’t  know, 
seems  like  a  1,000  years.  He  was  the  type 
when  he  gets  his  Old  Crow  it  tells  him  to  tell 
you  to  get  out.  She  knows  (referring  to  Nan¬ 
cy).  So  that’s  how  1  was  out. 

Liz:  Were  you  out  on  the  street? 

Cheryl:  I  coulda  went  to  my  family,  you 
know.  I  got  family  here  too.  But  I  went 
other  places. 

Liz:  What  was  it  like  when  you  were  first  on 
the  street? 

Cheryl:  When  you’re  on  the  street  it’s  a  trip. 

1  never  slept  on  the  street.  But  at  different 


Cheryl  Covan 

shelters  that  you  go  to,  you  have  to  get  out 
of  there  five  o’clock  in  the  damn  morning. 
Where  are  you  going  five  o’clock  in  the  mor¬ 
ning?  You  know,  five  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  you’re  walking  up  and  down  the  street  or 
go  and  sit  in  the  hospital  lobby  or. . .  things 
like  that.  All  day  you  have  to  be  somewhere 
out  in  the  street.  I  don’t  mind  much  in  the 
summertime,  but  in  the  wintertime,  shit. 
You’re  cold, .and  if  you  got  bags  you  got  all 
that  crap  with  you.  And  you  go  somewhere 
and  try  and  get  warm. 

Liz:  When  you  were  first  homeless,  how 
long  ago  was  that? 

Cheryl:  (talking  to  Nancy)  Well  when  I  ran 
away  from  home,  I  was  homeless,  because,  I 
had  left  there.  But  what  I  was  really  speak¬ 
ing  of  was  since  I’ve  been  grown,  when  I  was 
in  the  street.  I  didn’t  really  consider  it  being 
homeless  when  1  ran  away  ’cause  I  coulda 
went  back  anytime  I  wanted  to.  I  wasn’t  in 
the  street  when  I  ran  away.  I  was  hanging 
out  (she  laughs). 

Liz:  The  way  that  homeless  women  in¬ 
teracted  back  then,  was  it  different  than  it  is 
now?  Was  there  a  network  on  the  street  and 
everybody  knew  everybody? 

Cheryl:  I  don’t  think  that  I’ve  ever  seen  it 
like  it  is  now.  It’s  horrible  now.  It’s  really 
bad.  You  would  think  it  would  be  better,  in¬ 
stead  of  worse.  They  have  money  to  send 
people  to  the  damn  moon,  they  can’t  take 
care  of  things  down  there.  What  the  hell 
they  need  to  go  on  the  moon  for?  You 
know?  Billions  of  dollars  and  there’s  people 
hungry  and  nowhere  to  sleep.  I  don’t  really 
want  to  get  into  that  heavy  ’cause  I  get 
angry.  And . . . 

Liz:  It’s  something  to  get  angry  about .... 
Cheryl:  I  really  feel  like  they  could  do  much 
more  for  people  who  are  homeless.  People 
are  hungry  and  living  in  the  streets,  some 
women  have  their  children  with  them  in  the 
streets .... 

Liz:  Have  you  seen  a  lot  of  that,  women  with 
kids  in  the  street? 

Cheryl:  Yeah,  there  was  women  that  have 
their  children  out  at  Long  Island  [shelter]. 
Babies,  little  babies,  sleeping  on  the  floor 
and  shit.  And  I  seen  ’em  with  my  own  two 
eyes.  A  lot  of  people  won’t  believe  these 
things.  The  rich  people,  they  don’t  believe 
people  are  hungry,  or  people  are  sleeping  in 
the  street. 

Nancy:  Not  in  the  United  States,  oh  no! 
Damn,  if  you  could  go  into  some  of  the 
houses  that  I’ve  been  in  and  see  these  kids 
running  around,  no  clothes,  dirty  little 
pampers  on.  Stuff  like  that,  and  bellies  be¬ 
ing  swollen.  You  know,  that’s  from  hunger. 
It’s  pitiful,  pitiful. .  .I’ve  seen  it.  I’ve  seen  it. 
I’ve  been  hungry  myself. 

Cheryl:  I  have  too. 

Nancy:  If  I  ever  hit  the  lottery  or 
something,  boy,  I’d  like  to  open  a  big  place 
like  Rosie’s,  mostly  for  kids,  kids.  I  love 
kids.  There’s  a  lot  of  them,  even  at  Rosie’s. 

Liz:  Yeah,  a  lot  more  now  than  there  used  to 
be.  How  else  have  the  shelters  changed? 
Cheryl:  Well  I  never  was  in  the  shelter  when  I 
ran  away.  I  just  was  in  the  shelters  recently.  I 


didn’t  even  know  anything  about  any 
shelters  when  I  ran  away. 

Liz:  But  like  over  the  last  couple  of  years? 
Have  the  shelters  changed?  Have  the  women 
in  the  shelters  changed? 

Cheryl:  They  got  worse  except  at  Rosie’s  the 
facilities  are  better  now. 

Liz:  Right. 

Cheryl:  But  I  had  stayed  at  the  old  Rosie’s. 
And  I  went  to  Paul’s,  St.  Paul’s,  a  couple  of 
times.  That’s  weird.  The  man  sits  up  on  the 
stage  and  watches  you  while  you’re  sleeping. 

First  time  I  went  there  I  said,  “Oh  my _ 

What  is  he  doing?”  You  know.  It  was  just 
weird  (we  laugh).  And  then  they  get  you  up 
so  damn  early.  And  then  they  take  you  to 
Pine  St.  and  you  hang  around  there.  Ugh. 
I’ll  tell  you  the  place  I  wouldn’t  go  if  you  put 
money  in  front  of  my  face.  And  I  love 
money.  Long  Island.  Honey,  you  couldn’t 
get  me  there  ever,  ever,  ever.  Umm! 

Nancy:  That’s  really  bad? 

Cheryl:  Oh!  1  don’t  think  I  ever  told  you 
what  happened  to  me  there. 

Cheryl:  I  went  there  and  I  came  home.  Well, 
they  brought  us  back.  You  know,  they  drop 
you  over  by  City  Hospital.  And  later  on  in 
the  day,  I  got  to  itching  all  over. 

Nancy:  Yeah. 

Cheryl:  Honey,  I  was  going  out  of  my  mind. 
I  went  to  the  hospital  by  myself.  The  doctor 
came  in  and  examined  me.  And  I  was  telling 
him,  you  know,  what  I  was  feeling.  He  look¬ 
ed  up  in  my  head,  and  he  said,  “Young  lady, 
you  have  thousands  of  lice.”  In  my  fuckin’ 
hair!  Bugs  in  my  hair!  From  the  fuckin’ 
blankets. 

Nancy:  From  Long  Island? 

Cheryl:  Yeah.  I  wouldn’t  fuckin’  go.  Well 
it’s  a  pig  pen  anyway.  They  don’t  make  the 
women  take  showers  or  nothin’  You  can  go 
there,  stay  over  there  and  never  take  a 
shower  or  go  near  water.  Honey,  Nancy,  I 
thought  I  was  going  to  snap  my  cap.  My 
head  was  itchin’  me  so  damn  bad  until  I 
was. .  .1  would  cut  my  neck  off  if  I  coulda. 
But  I  was  so  embarrassed  when  the  doctor 
looked  in  there. .!.  Bugs  in  my  hair!  And 
you  know  I’m  not  a  pig. 

Nancy:  And  they  shaved  you? 

Cheryl:  No,  no,  they  gave  me  some  sham¬ 
poo. 

Nancy:  I’m  trying  to  figure  out  how  long  it 
took  you  to  get  them  lice. 

Cheryl:  Oh,  just  overnight  I  was  there.  You 
only  stay  overnight,  and  then  you  have  to 
come  back. 

Nancy:  It’s  men  and  women,  huh? 

Cheryl:  Yeah. 

Nancy:  Well,  I  won’t  never  go  to  Long 
Island,  thanks  for  telling  me  that. 

Cheryl:  Shit,  I’m  saying  that  I  would  never 
go  there  again.  If  I  had  to  stay  on  the  street 
forever  I  wouldn’t  go  there. 

Nancy:  You  just  sleep  in  your  clothes? 
Cheryl:  Uh,  huh.  Yeah,  it’s  the  pits. 

Nancy:  Do  they  have  beds? 

Cheryl:  Yeah,  they  do  have  that.  I’m  getting 
to  itching  just  thinking  about  that  shit. 

♦  *  * 

Liz:  So  when  you  were  on  the  street,  did  you 
ever  feel  this  sense  of  freedom  about  it? 
Cheryl:  A  sense  of  freedom  about  being  on 


the  street? 

Liz:  Yeah 

Cheryl:  No.  In  what  sense  you  mean 
“freedom?” 

Liz:  Like  I  was  talking  with  this  woman 
once,  and  everyone  was  a  Jehovah’s  Witness 
in  her  family  or  Christian  Science  or 
something,  one  of  them.  I  guess  she  just 
realized  she  didn’t  believe  in  it  anymore. 
They  cut  her  off,  everyone  in  her  family  cut 
her  off. . . 

Cheryl:  Well  they  do  that  anyway.  ’Cause  I 
used  to  be  a  Jehovah  Witness  ’cause  my 
mother  made  me  be  one.  Oh  yeah,  they 
“disfellowship”  you  and  they  can’t  talk  to 
you.  You’re  like  poison.  Jehovah  Wit¬ 
nesses.  They  threw  me  out  the  church 
too.  They  call  it  “disfellowship.” 

Liz:  Yeah,  so  anyway,  she  didn’t  have  a 
place  to  stay  anymore  or  anything.  She 
wasn’t  happy  that  she  didn’t  have  a  place  to 
stay,  but  she  felt  really  liberated .... 

Cheryl:  Well.  I  did  too,  because  that’s  part 
of  the  reason  why  I  ran  away  from  home. 
Because  my  mother  used  to  make  me  go  sell 
The  Watchtower,  and  Awakes  and  people 
slammed  the  doors  in  your  face,  put  the 
dogs  on  you.  But  see.  I  had  to  go  because  I 
was  still  a  minor,  living  in  my  mother’s 
house.  But  I  got  tired  of  that  shit  and  I  left. 

Everynight  of  the  week  there  was 
something  at  Kingdom  Hall.  Every  night  of 
the  week.  You  know,  I  never  had  any  free 
time  to  do  anything  as  a  kid.  You  know, 
Monday  night  it  was  Bible  study,  Tuesday 
night  it  was  Bap  College,  Wednesday  night 
it  was  something,  Thursday  it  was  Ministry 
School.  All  up  and  down.  Saturday  morning 
we  had  to  get  up,  Sunday  morning  you  had 
to  get  up.  Shit! 

Nancy:  Is  your  mother  still  a  Jehovah’s? 
Cheryl:  Hell  no.  See  my  mother  was  the 
boss,  my  father  was  quiet.  He  was  a  Mason. 
Nancy:  He  was  a  sweetheart. 

Cheryl:  Yeah,  I  loved  him.  I  was  the  oldest. 
So  I  had  to  go  with  my  mother.  Mmm! 

*  *  * 

Liz:  Can  you  talk  about  being  gay  and  being 
homeless  a  little  bit?  Have  you  gotten  shit 
about  that  on  the  street,  or  is  there  tension 
between  you  and  other  homeless  women 
because  you’re  gay? 

Cheryl:  Well  I  guess  there  is,  but  I’ve  never 
run  into  any  problem  about  being  gay  and 
homeless.  Well,  if  they  were  saying  it,  they 
never  said  anything  so  I  could  hear  it.  I  never 
felt  that.  But _ 

Nancy:  We  go  through  a  lot  just  being  gay. 
Shit.  As  far  as  getting  a  job  and 
everything....  This  is  how  1  am  and  I’ve 
always  been  like  this.  I  dress  like  this,  I  act 
like  this,  ever  since  I  was  young.  You  know? 
A  lot  of  times  they  think  I’m  a  boy,  which  I 
appear,  you  know.  “Sir!”  When  I  came  into 
the  ladies  room  one  time,  at  the  movies, 
“Ooh,  get  outa  here,  get  out  of  here,  this  is 
the  ladies’  room,”  you  know.  And  they  was 
screaming,  looking  at  us.  I  say,  “Hey,  wait  a 
minute,  wait  a  minute.”  One  of  them  ran 
out  and  called  the  usher.  And  he,  here  he 
comes  you  know.  “Come  on  now,  hey  fel¬ 
las,  fellas.”  I  say,  “Hey,  hold  it  one  minute. 
We  are  women.  You  know,  we  can  read. 
We’re  women.”  “Ooh,  ooh,  we’re  sorry 
Miss,  sorry. ...”  You  go  through  a  whole 
lot  of  that  shit. 

Cheryl:  Oh  yeah,  you  do.  You  do. 

Nancy:  They’re  looking  at  you  and  that’s 
why.  They  don’t  come  out  and  say,  “We 
can’t  hire  you  because  you’re  gay”  or 
anything.  But  that’s  how  it  is.  I  been 
through  a  whole  lot  of  that.  And  see,  I  have 
a  temper.  I  flare  up  easy. 

Liz:  Yeah. 

Nancy:  And  being  Black  too,  so... 

Liz:  Can  you  talk  a  little  about  the  gay  life 
on  the  street? 

Cheryl:  Oh,  I  had  a  ball....  It  ain’t  shit 
anymore.  When  I  first  ran  away,  which  was 
years  ago,  you  could  have  a  good  time.  They 
had  gay  bars  and  we  would  party  all  night 
long.  Not  really  doing  anything,  you  know, 
but  we  would  have  fun.  Didn’t  we  Nance? 
(we  laugh)  They  had  some  bars  that  we  all 
used  to  go  to. 

Liz:  Which  bars  did  you  go  to? 

Cheryl:  Like  years  ago  there  was  a  bar  nam¬ 
ed  “The  Melody,”  and  there  was  one  on 
Tremont  Street  called  “Cavanas,”  and  what 
was  that  other? 

Nancy:  What  about  on  the  corner:  “222?” 

Cheryl:  I’m  trying  to  remember _ And  the 

“Golden  Nugget.” 

Nancy:  Remember  the  one,  where  you  went 
down  the  stairs?  That  was  one  I  used  to  like. 

Continued  on  page  27 
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I  first  saw  Joan  Nestle  in  action  at  a  con¬ 
ference  on  lesbian  pornography  held  in 
Boston  in  May.  It  was  a  small  but  up¬ 
beat  affair  where  sex  educators  and 
publishers  of  tiny  grassroots  lesbian 
magazines  mingled  with  readers,  writers 
and  would-be  writers  of  lesbian  erotica  and 
old-time  gay  and  feminist  activists.  Joan 
spoke  about  her  own  identification  as  a 
fern,  the  experience  of  writing  porno¬ 
graphy,  and  the  need  to  nurture  sexual 
diversity  within  the  lesbian  community.  Not 
only  was  she  one  of  the  most  effective  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  pro-pornography  /anti-cen¬ 
sorship  position  I  had  yet  seen,  but  she 
spoke  in  an  incredibly  sexy  black  slip.  She 
was  smart,  she  had  chutzpah,  and  she  was 
passionately  committed  to  the  cause  of  wo¬ 
men  and  lesbians.  My  lover  and  I  were  both 
enthralled. 

Perhaps  best  known  as  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year,  Joan  is  among  a 
small  group  of  people  who  have  worked 
tirelessly  to  uncover  evidence  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  lives  in  the  past.  Joan  herself  came  out 
in  the  1950s,  and  has  written  some  compel¬ 
ling  pieces  about  lesbian  communities  of 
those  times.  In  recent  years  her  insistence 
that  butch/ fem  relationships  —  both  in  the 
past  and  in  the  present  —  are  deserving  of 
respect  and  acceptance  has  caused  her  to 
run  afoul  of  the  so-called  radical  feminist 
wing  of  the  women ’s  movement.  A  collec¬ 
tion  of  Joan ’s  writings  entitled  A  Restricted 
Country  will  be  coming  out  October  20 
from  Firebrand  Press. 

Prominently  linked  to  the  anti-censorship 
side  of  the  sex  debates,  Joan  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  FACT  (Feminists  Against 
Censorship  Task-force)  brief  opposing  the 
Dworkin-MacKinnon  ordinance.  However 
when  I  talk  to  her  she  is  most  insistent  that 
her  personal  views  be  disassociated  from 
those  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives. 
“ The  Archives  are  available  and  open  to 
every  lesbian  no  matter  what  she  is.  She  can 
be  a  devout  member  of  Women  Against 
Pornography,  Andrea  Dworkin’s  sister,  or 
Andrea  Dworkin  herself.  ”  She  jokes,  “ The 
Archives  may  be  the  only  place  in  the  world 
where  a  member  of  Women  Against  Porno¬ 
graphy  and  a  member  of  a  lesbian  s/m 
group  can  sit  quietly  at  the  same  table.  ” 
The  Archives  are  actually  housed  in  Joan 
Nestle’s  Upper  West-Side  apartment  and  it 
is  there  that  we  meet  to  conduct  the  inter¬ 
view.  Joan  is  very  hospitable,  and  far  hand¬ 
ier  with  the  tape  recorder  thq/t  I.  Packed  to 
the  ceilings  with  files  and  books  (more  than 
20,000  of  them)  and  hung  with  old 
photographs  and  other  lesbian  memorabil¬ 
ia,  the  Archives  weaves  a  special  spell.  Joan 
admits  that  after  living  here  for  a  while  one 
begins  to  hear  voices.  I’m  already  starting 


to  hear  them  and  I’ve  been  here  less  than  an 
hour.  One  of  the  two  Archive  cats  dozes  on 
the  table  as  we  talk. . . 

Margaret:  One  of  the  things  that  draws  me 
to  your  work  is  your  focus  on  ordinary  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  sense  I  have  that  the  kind  of 
history  —  and  politics  —  you  do  argues 
against  the  view  that  people  are  just  passive 
victims  of  their  circumstances. 

Joan:  1  think  everything  I  do  is  about  that. 
For  me  that  very  much  grows  out  of  my 
personal  history  of  coming  out  in  the  ’50s, 
from  experiencing  the  McCarthy  era  as  a 
queer,  and  knowing  that  lies  were  being 
told  about  whole  groups  of  people.  I  was  a 
latch-key  child;  my  mother  worked  and  my 
father  died  before  I  was  born,  so  I  never 
knew  him,  and  I  had  an  elderly  woman 
teacher  who  used  literally  to  preach  to  us 
from  a  book  called  “the  isms”  about 
what’s  wrong  in  America.  This  would  have 
been  around  1948,  which  was  the  hey-day 
of  the  House  Un-American  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee.  I  remember  sitting  in  those  little 
wooden  chairs,  and  one  afternoon  she  came 
out  from  behind  her  desk,  which  meant  it 
was  going  to  be  a  very  important  sermon. 
She  started  by  saying,  “You  know  what’s 
wrong  with  America  today?  It’s  those  wild, 
dirty  children  running  around  the  streets, 
whose  parents  don’t  care  enough  about 
them,  and  you  can  always  tell  them, 
because  they  wear  a  key  around  their 
neck.” 

Now  I  was  the  only  one  in  the  room  with 
a  key  around  my  neck,  and  I  remember,  as 
she  was  speaking,  I  took  the  key  very  slowly 
and  hid  it  underneath  my  collar  because  1 
didn’t  want  anyone  to  see  it.  But  at  the 
same  time  that  I  did  that  —  it  was  my  first 
act  of  “passing”  —  a  whole  other  con¬ 
sciousness  was  growing  in  me,  which  was 
that  I  knew  my  mother.  And  I  knew  how 
fucking  hard  she  was  working  to  keep  me  in 
school  and  to  keep  me  alive.  What  was  born 
in  me  was  this  sense  of  the  total  discrepancy 
of  world  views,  and  the  knowledge  that 
people  in  power,  (and  I  saw  that  teacher  as 
being  in  power),  will  tell  total  lies  about 
other  people,  and  will  scapegoat  people 
about  whom  they  have  absolutely  no 
understanding.  That  was  a  profound  in¬ 
sight,  and  it  was  based  on  a  loyalty  to  my 
mother  which  I  never  lost. 

But  that’s  a  beginning  point,  in  some 
ways,  for  a  real  sense  that  people  have  won¬ 
ders  in  them.  So  when  I  talk  about  a 
people’s  history,  I  mean  a  collectivity  of 
individual  resistance  stories.  Making  people 
into  victims  doesn’t  tell  their  story,  it  just 
reinforces  the  power  structure.  Whether 
one  is  a  role  model  as  a  victim  or  a  role 
model  as  a  good  girl,  it  still  impoverishes 
us. 


Margaret:  Is  your  mother  still  alive? 

Joan:  No,  she  died  in  1978.  She  was  living 
with  me  in  this  apartment,  with  the  Ar¬ 
chives  all  around  her.  We  used  to  have  these 
meetings  every  Thursday  night  and  my 
mother  would  come  out  without  her  teeth 
and  she’d  say,  “Okay  girls,  you  just  keep 
doing  your  work  girls....”  and  she’d  go 
back  inside.  No,  she’s  not  alive  anymore. 

Margaret:  So  she  was  very  supportive  of  that 
aspect  of  your  life? 

Joan:  Well,  we  worked  it  out.  My  mother 
left  school  when  she  was  in  the  sixth  or 
seventh  grade,  and  at  fourteen  she  was 
gang-raped  and  became  pregnant  and  had 
to  have  an  abortion.  But  I  didn’t  know  any 
of  this  until  she  died.  My  mother  was  a 
bookkeeper  and  her  only  legacy  to  me  was 
a  kind  of  diary  she  wrote  on  the  backs  of 
ledger  sheets . . .  and  it  was  there  that  I 
found  the  entries  about  the  rape,  and  her 
own  sense  of  sexuality,  and  other  things. 
But  over  the  years  we  had  our  battles.  I  left 
home  when  I  was  17. 

Margaret:  Yet  she  ended  up  living  with 
you. 

Joan:  Yeah,  once  she  came  to  terms  with  it. 
I  mean  she  used  to  flirt  with  my  girlfriends. 
My  mother  was  a  free  sexual  spirit.  There 
were  times  in  her  life  when  she  worked  as  a 
hooker.  When  I  think  now  of  the  support 
she  did  not  have  as  a  single  mother  and  a 
sexually  free  woman,  who  was  also  sexually 
stigmatized,  and  wounded,  with  no  sense  of 
feminism  as  a  collective  movement,  only 
her  struggle ...  I  think  how  much  easier  it 
would  have  been  if  she  had  been  able  to 
take  advantage  of  the  things  we  have  now. 

Margaret:  Let’s  talk  about  your  view  on 
sex  and  sexuality.  You’re  associated  closely 
with  the  anti-censorship  side  of  the  sex 
debates . . . 

Joan:  You  know,  in  the  midst  of  all  these 
battles,  the  sex  wars,  I  and  others  have  been 
driven  to  make  very  committed  and  angry 
speeches.  Yet  there  is  always  an  agonizing 
doubt  in  my  mind  about  all  the-work  I  do. 
For  instance,  I’m  terrified  about  my  forth¬ 
coming  book  in  some  ways.  Because  I  want 
to  do  good  in  the  world,  just  the  way  An¬ 
drea  Dworkin  wants  to  do  good  in  the 
world. 

And  yet  I  believe  in  what  I  do.  I  have  a 
gut  sense  that  writing  about  sex,  and  talking 
about  it  the  way  I  do  is  life-affirming.  But 
I’m  frightened  about  it.  I  guess  what  I’m 
trying  to  say  is,  I  always  hear  such  certainty 
on  the  other  side  of  the  pornography  de¬ 
bate.  I  am  passionate  about  my  work,  but 
I’m  not  certain  about  it. 

Margaret:  Can  you  articulate  why  you 


think  writing  explicitly  about  sex  is  life- 
affirming? 

Joan:  Well,  let  me  start  with  myself.  It  was 
life-affirming  for  me  because  it  healed 
wounds.  It  gave  and  still  gives  me  a  sense  of 
power,  not  power  over  anybody,  but  a 
sense  of  being  visible  in  some  way.  I  grew 
up  as  a  fat  woman,  a  big  woman,  and  there 
was  a  whole  period  of  my  life  in  the  ’50s 
when  my  mother  took  me  to  doctors  as  a 
sexual  freak.  The  first  piece  I  wrote  about 
sex  was  about  butch/fem  relationships,  and 
that  grew  out  of  a  particular  personal 
history. 

I  think  of  my  history  in  three  stages:  the 
queer  ’50s,  the  activist  ’60s  —  when  I  was 
active  in  the  civil  rights  movement  and  the 
peace  movement  and  the  protests  against 
the  House  Un-American  Activities  Commit¬ 
tee  —  and  then  the  feminist  ’70s.  And  I 
realized  in  the  mid  to  late  ’70s  that  I  was 
really  passing  in  the  lesbian  feminist  move¬ 
ment.  That  the  part  of  me  that  I  was  not 
speaking  about  was  my  whole  queer  past  up 
to  that  point.  And  I  started  to  see  things 
happening  in  the  movement,  in  the  rush  for 
respectability,  that  I  thought  would  lead  us 
into  big  political  trouble.  And  I  saw  whole 
communities  of  women  disappear,  accomp¬ 
anied  by  sighs  of  relief  from  feminists, 
because  those  were  the  women  who  looked 
like  men.  Or  the  women  who  looked  like 
whores.  And  I  kept  silent  for  a  long  time 
and  then  I  just  couldn’t  anymore,  because  it 
was  my  own  history  that  I  was  denying. 

I  guess  it  goes  back  to  holding  that  key. 
So  I  wrote  that  first  piece  on  butch/fem  to 
affirm  a  part  of  my  life  that  I  had  witnessed 
courage  in.  I  couldn’t  understand  why  I 
should  be  ashamed  of  a  history  that  put 
women  I  knew  up  against  the  state  in  such  a 
direct  way.  I  could  not  see  why,  in  a  time 
when  there  seemed,  by  comparison  with  the 
’50s,  to  be  so  much  safety,  that  these  things 
should  be  secret. 

But  it  was  somewhat  self-serving.  I 
wanted  my  own  life  to  be  able  to  surface 
again  in  this  new  world.  This  is  almost  a 
cliche  in  our  community  now,  but  what 
happened  was  that  I  was  doing  a  theoretical 
piece  and  I  found  myself  writing  about 
wetness,  and  about  the  use  of  dildoes.  And 
1  just  took  a  big  breath,  a  big  sigh,  because 
although  I  myself  may  feel  moments  of 
shame  for  the  things  I  do  sexually,  I  will 
never  feel  shame  for  a  community.  I  was 
really  writing  that  first  piece  in  honor  of  a 
community  of  which  I  was  just  one  part. 
And  I  found  that  incredibly  life-affirming 
because  it  showed  me  how  I  could  be  who  I 
really  was  in  this  new  movement.  The  pro¬ 
blem  was  that  as  soon  as  I  did  it,  (I  say  I; 
there  are  many  women  writing  and  doing 
this  work)  I  ran  up  against  a  tremendous 
amount  of  anger  and,  I  think,  fear  in  the 
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I  have  a  gut-sense  that  writing  about  sex,  and 
talking  about  it  the  way  I  do  is  life-affirming. 
But  I’m  frightened  about  it.  What  I’m  trying 
to  say  is,  I  always  hear  such  certainty  on  the 
other  side  of  the  pornography  debate.  I  am 
passionate  about  my  work,  but  I’m  not  certain 

about  it. 


Ultimately  I  have  no  war  with  the  penis.  Of 
course  it’s  true  that  government  institutions 
know  how  to  link  male  sexuality  with  killing, 
but  die  penis  is  just  a  piece  of  flesh  that  can 
respond  to  desire.  How  a  government  or  a 
culture  orchestrates  that  into  a  weapon  is 
what  one  must  fight,  not  the  flesh. 


feminist  movement  —  women  saying, 
“Don’t  say  these  things  about  us,  they  are 
just  what  they  always  say  about  lesbians.” 

Writing  about  sex  is  life-affirming 
because  it  documents  courage.  And  I  think 
erotic  self-definition  by  women  and  by  les¬ 
bians  is  a  courageous  act.  I  guess  one  basic 
principle  I’ve  evolved  is  that  if  you  live  by 
(he  decrees  or  the  world-definition  of  those 
who  are  in  power,  who  created  the  narrow¬ 
ness  of  experience  in  the  first  place,  you  will 
starve  to  death.  Because  the  complexities  of 
our  experience  will  never  be  clean  enough  to 
suit  them. 

Margaret’  I  know  that  in  recent  years 
you’ve  been  quite  ill.  Could  you  talk  about 
the  effect  that  has  had  on  your  work? 

Joan:  I  got  sick  eight  years  ago  having  never 
been  sick  in  my  life.  I  had  always  been  a 
really  strong  street  kid  and  I  used  my  body 
to  do  everything  I  had  to  do,  to  run  from 
the  police,  to  survive  in  the  bars,  on  the 
march  from  Selma  to  Montgomery.  I  got 
sick  when  my  mother  died,  and  it  took  a 
long  time  to  figure  out  what  it  was.  It  was  a 
long,  horrendous  ordeal  during  which  I 
changed  from  a  totally  independent  woman 
to  not  being  able  to  leave  the  house  by  my¬ 
self.  And  I  have  to  say  that  without  Deb¬ 
orah  Edel  —  we’re  no  longer  lovers,  but 
perhaps  we’re  something  deeper  than  that 
—  without  her,  I  never  would  have  surviv¬ 
ed. 

Eventually,  only  a  year-and-a-half  ago, 
they  defined  what  I  had.  Because  of  AIDS 
they’ve  discovered  new  blood  tests  for 
something  called  chronic  Epstein-Barr  vi¬ 
rus,  which  is  a  debilitating,  though  not  ter¬ 
minal  illness.  I  won’t  go  into  all  the  symp¬ 
toms,  except  that,  as  someone  said  in  a  re¬ 
cent  article,  it  just  totally  changes  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  life. 

Now,  people  who  have  been  ill  will  know 
this,  hut  before  I  got  sick  I  always  enjoyed 
sex.  Even  though  I  had  to  be  seduced  by 
lovers  to  like  my  own  body,  I  was  always 
lucky  to  have  wonderful  lovers  who  did 
that.  The  point  is,  I  thought  my  body  was 
sturdy,  a  real  peasant’s  body,  that  it  would 
never  turn  me  in.  And  then  all  of  a  sudden  I 
felt  like  1  had  this  enemy  from  within,  this 
fifth-column  that  was  turning  me  into  a 
freak  again. 

1  hadn’t  really  done  any  obvious  sex 
writing  up  to  that  time,  but  one  of  the 
things  I  did  when  I  was  house-bound  was 
that  1  joined  a  small  lesbian  writing  group 
and  I  did  write  a  piece  in  which  sex  played  a 
part,  though  the  point  of  the  story  wasn’t 
sex.  1  think  what  writing  erotica  does  for  me 
is  it  makes  me  more  than  my  illness.  In  the 
larger  scale  it’s  a  resistance  battle,  some¬ 
thing  that  gives  me  a  chance  to  celebrate 
desire  rather  than  grieve  for  it.  In  a  really 


deep  sense  I  see  the  flesh,  the  body,  as  a 
very  frail  thing  in  this  world,  where  there 
are  so  many  different  kinds  of  deaths 
waiting  for  us,  institutional,  economic,  and 
all  the  rest.  But  within  the  body’s  frailty  is 
this  incredible  power  of  desire,  which 
makes  people  survive  concentration  camps, 
wars .... 

I’ll  tell  you  a  story.  One  of  the  visitors  we 
had  here  at  the  Archives  was  a  woman  who 
was  a  survivor  of  a  concentration  camp, 
and  she  was  saying  to  us  that  she  had  read 
the  Well  of  Loneliness  —  such  a  small  thing 
—  but  she  had  read  it  in  a  Polish  transla¬ 
tion,  and  she  was  taken  into  the  camps 
when  she  was  a  teenager.  And  she  said  one 
of  the  things  that  gave  her  the  will  to  survive 
was  that  she  wanted  to  live  long  enough  to 
kiss  a  woman. 

How  does  one  protect  this  frail  thing  call¬ 
ed  the  body,  that  carries  with  it  such  a 
celebration  of  life  and  of  possibilities  in  a 
time  like  this?  I  think  erotic  writing  is  one 
way.  And  for  me  it  was  a  way  to  fight  back 
against  illness,  and  a  refusal  to  let  the  body 
be  defined,  either  by  outsiders  again,  which 
were  the  doctors,  or  by  an  accident  of 
nature. 

But  what  is  most  important  is  when  I 
write  a  story,  like  the  butch/fem  essay,  and 
women  write  back  to  me  and  say,  “You 

gave  us  back  a  part  of  our  own  lives _ ” 

That’s  what’s  really  important.  We  all  have 
private  ways  of  working  out  how  to  survive. 
Writing  the  way  I  do  is  exciting  to  me 
because  it  seems  to  break  the  private,  and  to 
give  other  women  voices. 

But  I  could  be  silenced  very  quickly.  In 
my  own  community,  every  year,  there’s  a 
battle  about  letting  me  read  at  the  lesbian 
feminist  poetry  reading.  And  the  woman 
who  puts  it  together  has  told  other  women 
when  my  name  came  up,  “What  Joan  does 
is  damaging  to  women,”  which  in  my 
nightmares  are  the  words  that  I  wake  up 
hearing.  But  my  answer  has  always  been, 
“If  that  is  true  women  will  let  me  know. 
When  I  read  to  an  empty  room  I’ll  know.” 
I  have  a  basic  sense  of  two  things,  one  is 
that  I’m  not  certain  at  all  what  the  truth  is, 
and  if  I  had  any  evidence  that  my  writing 
was  truly  adding  to  the  oppression  and  suf¬ 
fering  of  women  I  would  stop.  The  second 
is  that  I  believe  deeply  that  this  work  is 
worth  a  life-time  to  do. 

Margaret:  You  were  telling  me  earlier  that 
you’d  recently  seen  the  movie  Full  Meta! 
Jacket  and  that  you’d  found  it  very  disturb¬ 
ing.  Does  that  tie  into  these  issues? 

Joan:  Yes,  and  what  upset  me  was  the  in¬ 
credible  connection  the  movie  made  bet¬ 
ween  male  sexuality  and  killing.  “This  is  my 
gun,  and  this  is  my  penis”  and  all  that.  One 
of  the  arguments  I  have  with  Andrea  Dwor- 


kin  and  others  is  around  the  issue  of  penet¬ 
ration,  and  my  sense  has  always  been  that 
they  tend  to  see  sexuality  in  a  very  one¬ 
dimensional  way.  But,  it  was  very  interest¬ 
ing.  Here  I  was,  watching  this  movie,  and 
I’m  someone  who  likes  a  woman  to  use  a 
dildo,  and  I  will  call  it  a  cock  sometimes, 
and  I  will  go  down  on  her,  and  I’ve  written 
stories  about  that,  and  I  was  sitting  there 
the  whole  time,  saying,  “Am  I  glorifying 
their  image  of  a  cock?”  And  I  could  barely 
watch  the  scenes  with  the  Asian  women 
prostitutes.  I  just  wanted  to  kill,  which 
upset  me  as  well.  I  kept  getting  into  traps. 

I  was  with  my  present  lover,  a  wonderful 
woman,  who  I’ll  talk  about  because  she 
helped  me  with  this.  She’s  been  a  working 
class  woman  her  whole  life.  And  she  enjoys 
the  sexuality  I  enjoy,  and  feels  no  shame 
about  it.  So  we  were  talking,  and  she  was 
saying,  “How  they  see  the  world,  and  what 
they  do  with  what’s  in  the  world  is  not  how 
we  see  the  world.  To  give  it  over  to  them  is 
to  let  their  ugliness  and  their  corruption  of 
flesh  be  the  rule  of  flesh;  to  see  the  body  the 
way  they  do  is  to  be  delivered  into  their 
nightmare.”  And  she  told  me  to  trust  that 
what  we  do  is  done  with  love,  and  caring 
and  in  a  different  world. 

A  part  of  me  really  does  believe  this,  but 
another  part  of  me  is  frightened.  I’ll  say  this 
though,  that  if  I  had  my  choice  between 
having  doubts  in  this  world  and  being  com¬ 
pletely  certain,  I  would  choose  doubts. 

Ultimately  I  have  no  war  with  the  penis. 
Of  course  it’s  true  that  government  institu¬ 
tions  know  how  to  link  male  sexuality  with 
killing,  but  the  penis  is  just  a  piece  of  flesh 
that  can  respond  to  desire.  How  a  govern¬ 
ment  or  a  culture  orchestrates  that  into  a 
weapon  is  what  one  must  fight,  not  the 
flesh.  And  not  a  woman’s  desire. 

I  spent  ten  years  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  hiding  the  fact  that  I  liked  to  be 
penetrated  by  women.  The  anti-penetration 
position  will  just  engender  shame  and  fear 
and  judgment  and  kill  desire.  That  analysis 
leaves  no  room  for  autonomous  desire  be¬ 
cause  any  women  will  be  suspect.  It  reminds 
me  very  much  of  the  McCarthy  period.  A 
woman  says,  “This  is  what  I  desire  and 
what  I  want  to  do”  and  an  overruling  voice 
says,  “The  verdict  is  that  that  desire  is  guil¬ 
ty  because  it’s  an  eroticizing  of  your  own 
oppression.”  When  do  we  listen  to  someone 
other  than  them?  When  do  we  listen 
to  ourselves?  A  woman’s  self-defined  desire 
is  never  an  accommodation.  I  don’t  know 
how  else  to  say  it. 

And  what  I  see  is  the  reverse  situation.  I 
see  that  women  die,  are  beaten  in  bed¬ 
rooms,  never  get  into  bedrooms  that  they 
want,  because  the  power  structure  is  truly 
so  terrified  of  female  desire,  and  all  the 
“radical  feminists”  argument  is  doing  is  ad¬ 


ding  a  new  layer  of  terror.  To  focus  on  the 
alleged  betrayal  in  a  woman  wanting 
penetration  when  the  power  of  maleness  is 
so  huge  in  the  world  is  a  sad  place  to  wage  a 
political  battle. 

My  personal  believe  is  that  it’s  crucial  for 
women  to  have  a  nurturing  place  for  their 
own  sexuality,  whether  it  be  their  own 
home,  or  sex  clubs,  which  are  harder  to 
come  by,  or  our  journals.  I  think  as  long  as 
sexuality  is  nurtured  we  will  come  to  en¬ 
lightened  positions  as  a  community.  We  will 
know  what  can  be  dictated  sexually  and 
what  cannot  as  we  discover  our  own  de¬ 
sires.  One  of  the  reasons  the  AIDS  crisis  is 
so  huge  is  that  it  stops  that  process.  But  if 
the  voices  of  shame  and  of  judgment  and  of 
disease  and  the  fear  of  disease  become 
stronger,  if  we  close  down  personal  sexual 
exploration,  I  think  there  will  be  real  danger 
of  lesbians  becoming  a  sexually  conser¬ 
vative  community. 

Then  the  politics  of  protectionism  and  of 
allowing  leaders  to  define  sexuality  for  us 
will  become  life-threatening,  and  we  will 
become  another  kind  of  community.  The 
word  “lesbian”  will  mean  something  totally 
different. 

Margaret:  How  can  we  avoid  being  “protec¬ 
tionist,”  seeing  women  only  as  victims,  but 
at  the  same  time  fight  to  end  the  real  wounds 
that  are  inflicted  on  women? 

Joan:  I  think  one  way  to  answer  that  ques¬ 
tion  is  by  looking  at  prostitutes’  lives.  There 
is  no  question,  especially  if  you’re  talking 
about  a  street  hooker,  of  the  huge  dangers, 
of  the  crimes  against  her  person  that  go  on. 
And  certainly  if  a  woman  had  other  ways  to 
feed  herself  and  her  children  she  might 
choose  not  to  be  a  prostitute.  But  what  I  am 
saying  is  that  we  need  to  listen,  as  I  think  this 
recent  book  Sex  Work:  Writings  by  Women 
in  the  Sex  Industry  (Cleis,  1987)  does,  for  the 
stories  of  women  who  work  as  prostitutes. 
We  need  to  listen  both  to  what  they  say  is  be¬ 
ing  inflicted  on  them  and  can  be  changed 
socially,  and  what  they  say  their  personal 
choices  are. 

To  do  this  you  have  to  listen  very  careful¬ 
ly,  without  an  agenda  of  your  own.  If  a  wo¬ 
man  says,  “This  is  my  life,  and  I’ll  tell  you 
what  you  can  do  to  help  make  it  better,  and 
I’ll  tell  you  what’s  my  own  autonomy  and 
don’t  step  on  that,”  then  you  need  to  listen, 
even  if  you  have  in  your  head  a  different 
view  of  how  her  world  should  be.  But  it’s  an 
agonizing  sorting-out  process. 

One  of  my  real  problems  with  the  position 
of  —  I  don’t  like  to  call  them  radical 
feminists,  because  I  don’t  believe  they’re 
radicals  —  is  that  from  what  I  have  seen,  in 
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INTERVIEW 


Frank  Talk 

The  first  member  of  Congress  to 
voluntarily  come  out  discusses  his  reasons  for  doing  it,  the 

reaction  and  his  agenda 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 


Barney  Frank 


In  Washington,  everything  is  image. 
Consequently,  on  Capitol  Hill,  while 
there’s  a  gay  and  lesbian  presence,  it’s  a 
closeted  one.  Several  insiders  have  spec¬ 
ulated  that  up  to  25  percent  of  congres¬ 
sional  staffers  are  gay  —  a  ratio  that  rivals 
more  traditional  gay/lesbian  professions  — 
but  little  is  said  openly.  Indeed,  openly  gay 
men  and  lesbians  appear  to  be  the  excep¬ 
tion.  When  Sen.  Alan  Cranston  (D-CA) 
and  former  Rep.  Bella  Abzug  (D-NY) 
appointed  openly  gay  aides  in  the  1970s, 
lots  of  eyebrows  were  raised.  And  that’s 
just  the  staff. 

Gay  and  lesbian  members  of  Congress 
themselves  have  maintained  traditional 
facades  of  heterosexual  orthodoxy.  Only  a 
few  have  been  openly  identified  as  gay, 
usually  as  a  result  of  scandal.  Sen.  David 
Walsh  (D-MA)  was  caught  with  his  pants 
down  in  a  male  brothel  during  World  War 
II,  and  Sen.  Claiborne  Pell  (D-RI)  was  ar¬ 
rested  in  a  gay  bar  raid  in  the  1960s,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  controversial  Washington -scandal 
book  by  lobbyist  Robert  Winter-Berger. 
“Fishbait”  Miller,  a  long-time  Capitol 
employee  privy  to  many  secrets,  alluded  to 
a  representative  from  Pittsburgh  known  as 
“the  gay  caballero.”  More  recently,  two 
right-wing  Republican  representatives, 
Robert  Bauman  of  Maryland  and  Mississip¬ 
pi’s  Jon  Vinson,  were  defeated  after  their 
arrests  for  cruising  came  to  light. 
Massachusetts’  Gerry  Studds  was  censured 
when  his  sexual  involvement  with  a  male 
congressional  page  was  made  public. 

So  when  Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-MA) 
voluntarily  confirmed  that  he  was  a  gay  in  a 
page-one  story  in  the  Boston  Globe,  gay 
men  and  lesbians  were  amazed  and  over¬ 
joyed.  His  announcement,  made  in  an 
unapologetic  and  proud  fashion,  contrasted 
markedly  with  the  way  Gary  Hart  had 
blustered  his  way  out  of  the  presidential 
campaign  following  the  Donna  Rice  scan¬ 
dal. 

Frank  is  no  stranger  to  contoversy  or  to 
the  struggle  for  gay  and  lesbian  rights. 
When  he  was  elected  to  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives  in  1973,  he  in¬ 
troduced  the  state’s  first  gay/lesbian  rights 
bill.  He  was  widely  known  for  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  progressive  causes  and  candidates, 
and  for  his  quick  and  delightfully  quotable 
response  to  the  issue  of  the  day. 

When  Rep.  Robert  Drinan,  a  Jesuit,  was 
forced  by  the  Vatican  to  relinquish  his  con¬ 
gressional  seat  in  1980,  Frank  quickly  mov¬ 
ed  from  Boston’s  Back  Bay  to  suburban 
Newton  (prompting  short-lived  charges  of 
carpetbagging)  and  entered  the  race.  In 
1982  he  survived  a  tough  fight  against  the 
redistricted  Rep.  Margaret  Heckler  (who 
went  on  to  serve  as  Ronald  Reagan’s  Health 
and  Human  Services  Secretary).  Frank  has 
been  re-elected  with  minimal  opposition 
ever  since.  His  district  —  in  proper 
Massachusetts  fashion  —  is  a  curious 
amalgam:  Boston-oriented,  heavily  liberal 
and  Jewish  suburbs  like  Brookline  and 
Newton,  working  class  cities  like  Fall  River, 
and  Republican  enclaves  such  as  Wellesley. 

Frank  has  continued  his  active  and  visible 
commitment  to  a  far-ranging  progressive 
domestic  and  foreign  policy  agenda.  If 
Frank  is  not  everything  the  most  pro¬ 
gressive  wing  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  might  want  from  him  (his  apparent 
acceptance  of  quarantine  or  for  some  an 
unquestioning  support  for  the  status  quo  in 
Israeli-Palestinian  relations),  he  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  coalition-builder  for  progressive 
policies  and  programs,  who  has  helped 
frame  the  terms  of  debate  on  subjects  rang¬ 
ing  from  AIDS  to  housing  to  military 
adventurism.  There  are  not  many  members 
of  Congress  about  whom  we  can  say  the 
same. 

We  spoke  for  an  hour  early  in  June  about 
the  impact  of  his  coming  out  and  his 
political  agenda.  His  machine-gun  style  of 
conversation  allowed  us  to  cover  a  lot  of 
ground.  Here  are  some  edited  excerpts. 

The  folks  back  home 

GG:  I  was  first  curious  to  hear  about  the 
reaction  to  your  disclosure  from  your  consti¬ 
tuency. 

BF:  Well,  it  seems  to  be  going  pretty  well. 
You  have  to  discount  a  little  bit  the  degree 
of  favorability  you  get,  because  people  who 
dislike  you  or  are  angry  with  you  are  much 
less  likely  to  come  up  and  tell  you  that. 
Most  of  what  I’ve  heard  is  favorable  and 
supportive.  People  have  told  me  that  they 
don’t  care  whether  or  not  I’m  gay. 

You  have  to  be  careiul:  I  don’t  think  it’s 
accurate  to  say  people  don’t  care  about 
your  private  life.  They  should  care  about 


your  private  life,  if  you  have  a  private  life  in 
which  you  are  abusive  or  cruel  to  other  peo¬ 
ple  or  deceptive.  I  think  we  have  to  be 
careful  not  to  overargue  the  point.  It’s  not 
that  private  life  is  irrelevant  to  character, 
it’s  that  sexual  orientation  is  irrelevant  to 
character.  There  are  good  and  bad,  decent 
and  indecent  gay  and  straight  people.  Given 
that  you  have  conducted  yourself 
honorably,  decently,  the  fact  that  you’re 
gay  does  not  detract  from  that  role. 

Anti-gay  prejudice  is  not  totally  away.  I 
think  if  people  knew  I  was  gay  before  they 
knew  anything  else  about  me,  I  probably 
wouldn’t  have  had  the  chance  to  prove 
myself  in  other  ways. 

GG:  Robert  Bauman  referred  to  you  before 
he  came  out,  by  name,  in  his  book  as  gay. 
Did  that  come  as  a  surprise  to  you? 

BF:  Yes,  I  resented  that.  I  thought  it  was 
very  unfair  to  do  that.  I  had  met  him  at  the 
request  of  a  gay  friend  of  mine  who  felt 
very  badly  afterward.  He  shouldn’t  have;  it 
wasn’t  his  fault.  He  said,  “Look,  Bauman 
is  ready  to  come  out  and  ready  to  be  helpful 
on  lobbying  some  of  his  old  pals.”  I  met 
with  him  and  we  became  somewhat  friend¬ 
ly.  [The  passage  in  the  book]  was  inac¬ 
curate.  He  suggested  in  the  book  that  the 
person  I  [was  photographed  with  at  a 
Washington  Pride  rally]  was  my  lover, 
which  was  not  true.  That  was  unfair.  I 
don’t  know  why  he  did  it. 

GG:  Any  different  reactions  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  sections  of  your  district?  It’s  so 
varied  demographically. 

BF:  I  haven’t  seen  that.  Some  of  the  areas 
you  would  think  would  be  the  most  socially 
conservative  have  been  very  supportive. 
One  of  the  things  that’s  been  helpful  is  that 
most  of  the  elected  officials  who’ve  been 
asked  have  said  very  nice  things.  Almost  all 
of  the  newspaper  stories  have  been  in  the 
order  of  “His  constituents  say  they  don’t 
care.” 

GG:  Coming  over  here  today,  I  talked  to  a 
taxi  driver  who  told  me,  “I  don’t  know  why 
he  did  it  [came  out].  But  I  don’t  care.  I 
think  he’s  a  great  man.” 

BF:  I  realize  gay  people  have  the  feeling  it’s 
a  good  thing  to  come  out,  and  I  agree  with 
that.  But  from  the  standpoint  of  my  col¬ 
leagues  and  to  a  great  extent  my  consti¬ 
tuents,  if  I  had  appeared  to  be  doing  this 
gratuitously,  it  would  have  been  folly.  My 
colleagues  would  have  said,  “What,  are 
you  nuts?”  Legislators  don’t  usually  inject 
themselves  into  controversy  unnecessarily. 
They  would  say,  “Hey,  are  you  trying  to 
make  trouble  for  yourself?”  Most  of  my 
colleagues  treat  it  as  a  technical  political 
problem.  The  general  response  I  got  the 
week  after  1  came  out  was,  “He  handled  it 
well.”  Literally  everyone  1  talked  with  used 
the  term  “handled.” 

Now  with  my  constituents,  some  of  [the 
negative  response]  may  be  anti-gay  pre¬ 
judice,  but  some  of  it  is  legitimate.  If  you 
are  a  member  of  any  group  with  a  specific 
agenda  —  if  you  are  female,  Black,  Jewish, 
gay,  Asian,  whatever  —  and  you  tye  repre¬ 
senting  a  district  in  which  the  majority  is 
not  of  that  group,  the  danger  is  that  people 
will  think  that  this  is  all  you  care  about. 
It’s  not  that  they  mind  your  having  a  spec¬ 
ific  agenda.  Indeed,  they  understand  that 


you  will.  People  in  a  majority  white 
district  will  expect  a  Black  person  to  be 
concerned  about  discrimination.  They 
think  he’d  be  nuts  not  to  be.  What  they’re 
worried  about  is  that  he’ll  be  worried  only 
about  discrimination. 

GG:  But  you  have  been  clearly  identified 
with  gay  issues .... 

BF:  Since  1973.  When  I  first  introduced  the 
gay  rights  bill  as  a  freshman  in  office. 

GG:  But  your  committee  assignments  are 
not  particularly  associated  with  gay  things 
—  certainly  not  AIDS.  Immigration  stuff, 
yes,  but  that  looks  like  it’s  been  within  a 
larger  picture.  Was  that  a  conscious  deci¬ 
sion? 

BF:  Yes.  Obviously  being  gay  was  part  of  it, 
but  I’ve  also  been  pretty  identified  with  [op¬ 
position  to]  racism  and  discrimination 
against  Blacks.  I’ve  got  a  pretty  good 
record  on  women’s  issues.  I’ve  worked  a  lot 
on  [issues  concerning]  the  handicapped.  I 
just  think  the  role  of  the  government  re¬ 
quires  it.  I’m  kind  of  a  free-market  guy.  I 
believe  where  the  economy  is  concerned, 
I’m  for  deregulating,  and  letting  people  go 
out  and  make  money.  But  then  I  want  the 
government  to  spend  its  time  on  people  who 
don’t  make  money.  So  I’ve  probably  been 
more  active  on  gay  issues  than  if  I  weren’t 
gay.  But  I  hope  not  a  whole  lot. 

AIDS  legislation:  Washington 

GG:  How  involved  have  you  been  with 
AIDS  issues? 

BF:  I’ve  lobbied  the  Appropriations  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  budget,  and  I’ve  fought 
against  efforts  on  the  floor  to  be  restrictive. 
And  when  the  Justice  Department  came  in 
with  its  opinion  that  you  could  just  go 
ahead  and  fire  people  with  AIDS,  I  took  the 
lead  on  that  one.  I’ve  been  on  the  floor  op¬ 
posing  a  lot  of  the  [reactionary  proposals  by 
Republican  Rep.  William]  Dannemeyer 
stuff. 

GG:  How  do  immigrants  fare  as  far  as 
AIDS  laws  are  concerned? 

BF:  It  looks  like  they’re  going  to  be  exclud¬ 
ed  if  they  have  the  [HIV]  virus.  People  out¬ 
side  the  country  look  like  they’ll  always  be 
excluded.  We’re  trying  to  protect  the  people 
already  in  the  country  illegally  who  are  el¬ 
igible  for  legalization,  trying  to  not  have 
them  excluded  if  they  have  the  virus.  It 
looks  tough. 

GG:  Attorney  General  Edwin  Meese  recom¬ 
mended  that  there  be  testing  of  all  im¬ 
migrants.  Is  that  going  to  go  anywhere? 
BF:  I  doubt  it.  It’s  too  expensive.  They’d 
have  too  much  trouble  administering  it.  But 
you  never  know  with  these  people.  Things 
are  getting  worse  and  worse.  It  seemed 
things  were  getting  okay  for  a  while.  The 
ideological  right-wing  has  taken  over. 

AIDS  legislation:  the  hinterlands 

GG:  Right  now,  it  looks  like  state 
legislatures  are  bending  over  backwards  to 
do  something,  anything,  about  AIDS. 
That’s  generally  translated  into  pretty  hor¬ 
rible  stuff:  quarantine  powers,  mandatory 
testing  — 

BF:  Well,  if  you’re  saying  that  people  who 
have  AIDS  and  go  out  and  have  sex  with 
other  people  should  be  locked  up,  I  think 
that’s  a  pretty  good  thing.  I  think  it’s  a 


mistake  for  gay  people  to  act  so  defensive. 
Do  you  think  a  prostitute  with  AIDS  or  a 
hustler  with  AIDS  should  just  be  allowed  to 
run  around  the  streets  and  have  sex  with 
people? 

GG:  The  tendency  has  been  to  lock  up  first, 
educate  second. 

BF:  That’s  not  mutually  exclusive.  I  think 
you  make  a  big  mistake  if  you  are  going  to 
say  being  supportive  of  people  with  AIDS 
involves  allowing  someone  with  AIDS 
who’s  known  to  be  having  random  sex  to  go 
ahead  and  do  that,  you’re  going  to  lose. 
Why  is  it  wrong  to  say  to  someone,  “We  are 
going  to  prevent  you  from  doing  that”? 
They  do  that  with  other  diseases. 

GG:  Going  back  to  mandatory  testing.  Sen. 
Edward  Kennedy’s  AIDS  funding  bill  just 
allocated  a  lot  of  money  to  research  and 
education.  Will  the  House  follow  up? 

BF:  The  House  has  already  done  that.  It’s 
not  Kennedy’s  bill  frankly.  Congress  has 
g-  been  pretty  good  all  along  on  research 
“  money ....  The  problem  is  that  education 
§  money  under  Ronald  Reagan  is  not  going  to 
«  be  used  in  any  sensible  way.  I  don’t  think 
~~  we’re  going  to  get  any  good  federal  educa¬ 
tion  efforts  with  those  right-wing 
ideologues  in  control. 

A  personal  agenda 

GG:  What  is  your  own  political  agenda  for 
the  next  term  —  gay/lesbian  or  otherwise? 
BF:  The  repeal  of  the  immigration  laws,  in¬ 
cluding  the  anti-gay  one.  Cutting  the  mil¬ 
itary  budget  and  raising  the  domestic 
budget.  With  AIDS  I  think  the  major  issue 
is  trying  to  get  medical  care.  I  think  we’re  in 
pretty  good  shape  with  research,  but  I  think 
we  can  do  better.  As  long  as  Ronald  Reagan 
is  in  power,  there’s  no  way  to  have  educa¬ 
tion.  So  we  have  to  focus  on  improving 
medical  delivery  systems,  including  drugs. 
And  protecting  people  against  discrimina¬ 
tion.  At  the  very  least,  where  there  is  going 
to  be  testing,  we  have  to  assure  confiden¬ 
tiality  and  an  end  to  discrimination.  We 
fight  against  testing,  and  where  we  fall  back 
is  in  anti-discrimination  and  confidentiali¬ 
ty. 

Dukakis  and  foster  care 

GG:  The  governor  of  our  state  is  running 
for  President.  Are  you  under  pressure  to 
endorse  him? 

BF:  We  have  all  endorsed  him.  All  the 
Democratic  congressmen  and  senators.  I’ve 
been  critical  of  the  foster  care  policy.  I 
think  it’s  a  mistake.  I’m  a  little  puzzled. 
The  actual  difference  between  the  policy 
he’s  promulgating  and  the  commission 
[that  has  made  recommended  changes  in 
the  policy]  is  not  all  that  great.  It’s  as 
though  he’s  almost  reaching  to  make  it 
sound  more  anti-gay  than  it  is.  If  the  policy 
is  the  preference  goes  to  a  two-person  fami¬ 
ly,  where  one  person  is  home  full-time  and 
the  other  person  works,  and  they’ve  had 
previous  parenting  experience,  everybody  I 
know  thinks  it’s  the  ideal  situation.  And 
people  also  recognize  that  given  our  society 
today,  there  will  be  some  gay  and  lesbian 
couples  in  that  group.  The  answer  that  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  social  work  profession  will  tell 
you  is,  “Terrific,  but  we  don’t  have  that 
many  people.  Ozzie  and  Harriet  aren’t  tak¬ 
ing  in  that  many  foster  kids  any  more.” 
And  the  question  is  what  do  you  do  then? 
I’ve  been  disappointed  by  his  attitude. 

GG:  Do  you  have  any  understanding  about 
his  tenaciousness? 

BF:  I  never  explain  anybody  but  me. 
(laughs) 

Fame  comes  knocking 

GG:  My  final  question,  the  most  crucial: 
Has  People  magazine  contacted  you  yet? 
BF:  Yes,  and  I  refused  to  write  an  article  in 
their  “Coping”  column.  That’s  the  wrong 
impression.  I’m  happy.  I’m  not  laboring 
under  any  great  burden.  “Coping”  sounds 
like  I’m  under  some  great  burden. 

GG:  I  thought  you  were  going  to  be  cover 
material. 

BF:  Well,  Playboy  and  People  both  I  turned 
down.  I  will  not  do  interviews  solely  about 
being  gay.  I  did  do  one  in  the  New  York 
Times.  And  the  “Today  Show”  had  been 
doing  a  piece  on  me  from  before  my  an¬ 
nouncement.  But  to  other  journalists  who 
called  just  about  my  being  gay,  I  said  no. 
That  is  precisely  the  kind  of  thing  that  will 
give  people  the  wrong  kind  of  impression  — 
that  being  gay  is  the  focus  of  my  public  life. 
It’s  part  of  my  life,  it’s  not  my  focus.  □ 
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Marilyn  Clement, Ex.  Dir.  Center  for  Constitutional 
Rights.NYC 

Jack  &  Felice  Cohen-Joppa, Co-editors, The  Nuclear 
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Florynce  Kennedy,  New  York,  NY 


“Tonight,  we  look  out  on  a  rising  America— firm  of  heart,  united  in  spirit,  powerful  in  pride  and  patriotism.  America  is  on  the  move!” 

—Ronald  W.  Reagan,  1986  State  of  the  Union  Address 


“ Somehow  Adolf  Hitler  was  imbuing  them  with  a  new  hope,  a  new  confidence  and  an  astonishing  renewed  faith  in  the  future  of  their  country.” 

—William  L.  Shirer,  The  Nightmare  Years 


Let  us  not  mince  words.  A  political  and  ideological  program  of 
“Resurgent  America”  is  being  cultivated  and  guided  from  the  highest 
offices  in  the  land.  Its  prominent  themes— a  “moral  reawakening  of  the 
nation"  and  the  drive  for  America  to  be  Number  One  in  the  world  by 
force  of  arms— have  a  distinctly  fascist  aura  and  raise  the  specter  of  a 
police  state. 

Some  of  us  strongly  believe  in  the  principles  and  values  to  which 
this  country  has  historically  aspired;  others  of  us  find  oppression  and 
injustice  to  be  rooted  in  these  same  principles.  But  ALL  of  us  agree  on 
the  need  to  repudiate  this  new  course  of  “Resurgent  America!’  The 
transformation  now  taking  place  is  not  some  periodic  swing  of  the 
pendulum  from  “left”  to  “right!’  but  a  departure  directly  connected  to 
preparations  for  war,  repression  of  dissent,  and  promotion  of  U.S. 
global  dominance  and  superiority  over  other  peoples. 

‘America  on  the  move”  is  nothing  to  be  proud  of.  It  has  meant  the 
“rehabilitation”  of  the  Vietnam  war  and  the  glorification  of  war  in 
general  through  the  promotion  of  mindless  Ramboism.  It  prepares  and 
sponsors  an  invasion  of  Nicaragua,  props  up  the  Apartheid  regime  in 
South  Africa,  bombs  Libya,  seizes  Grenada,  labels  any  who  resist  as 
“terrorists!’  and  prepares  the  doctrines  and  weapons  for  nuclear 
warfighting— with  the  Soviet  Union  identified  as  the  “evil  empire!’ 

Domestically  we  see  subway  vigilantes  made  media  heroes  and  a 
record  of  sympathy  for  white  supremacy  become  the  passport  to  high 
judicial  office.  Against  women  there  is  escalating  violence,  with 
compulsory  child  bearing  and  domestic  servitude  elevated  as  ideals. 
Xenophobic  attacks  are  made  on  anything  foreign,  combined  with  calls 
for  the  compulsory  use  of  English.  A  compassionless  market  economy 
is  glorified,  and  for  those  who  can’t  make  it— tough.  A  new  crack-pot 
biology  champions  creationism  and  a  reactionary  “sociobiology.”  And 
a  new  religious  ideology  preaches  America  as  God’s  chosen  people 
who  will  be  “saved”  in  a  nuclear  Armageddon. 

Under  the  call  for  a  “war  on  drugs”  there  is  a  naked  grab  for  new 
police  and  military  powers.  More  jails  and  quicker  executions  are  posed 
as  the  solution  to  “society’s  problems!'  While  concern  for  the  “rights  of 
the  accused”  is  deemed  passe,  the  ability  of  people  to  defend  them¬ 
selves  against  the  state  is  being  systematically  stripped  away.  Thought- 


and  bedroom-police  insinuate  themselves.  A  pogromist  atmosphere 
is  whipped  up  around  AIDS,  with  open  calls  for  registration  and 
internment.  Firings,  drug  tests  and  polygraph  tests  stamp  the  message 
“get  in  line  and  keep  your  mouth  shut!’ 

In  short,  this  “Resurgent  America”  seeks  a  fundamentalist  right-wing 
morality  imposed  by  the  state  as  the  vehicle  to  crush  nonconformist 
behavior— political,  social  and  cultural. 

No  one  can  afford  to  close  their  eyes  to  where  this  “Resurgent 
America”  is  heading— and  thousands  have  already  stepped  forward  to 
resist.  Standing  with  them,  we  call  on  those  who  have  remained  silent 
until  now  to  step  forward  before  it  is  too  late. 

Twenty-seven  years  ago,  a  courageous  group  of  121  French 
intellectuals  and  cultural  figures  published  a  manifesto  ending  their 
adherence  to  the  French  government  and  its  brutal  colonial  war  in 
Algeria.  They  asked:  “Are  there  not  times  when  refusing  to  serve  is  a 
sacred  duty,  when  treason  signifies  courageous  respect  for  the  truth?” 

Likewise,  we  now  declare  that  we  renounce  all  allegiance  to  this 
hateful  “Resurgent  America"  program,  and  encourage  all  others  in  its 
vociferous  and  determined  renunciation.  There  can  be  no  communality 
of  purpose,  healing  of  divisions,  or  coming  together  as  one  nation 
behind  this  new  course.  To  acquiesce  further  in  silence  is  to  be 
complicit.  It  is  not  enough  to  hope  that  all  of  this  will  simply  go 
away.  There  must  be  massive  resistance. 

To  the  Reaganites,  racists,  mysogynists,  televangelists,  would-be 
Rambos,  war  planners,  and  America-firsters,  we  say  the  future  is  not 
yours.  Because  we  see  the  potential  of  a  different  future,  we  will 
Refuse  and  Resist. 


First  they  came  for  the  Communists,  and  I  didn’t  speak  up  because  l 
wasn’t  a  Communist.  Then  they  came  for  the  Jews,  and  I  didn’t  speak 
up  because  I  wasn’t  a  Jew.  Then  they  came  for  the  trade  unionists, 
and  /  didn’t  speak  up  because  /  wasn’t  a  trade  unionist.  Then  they 
came  for  the  Catholics,  and  I  didn’t  speak  up  because  I  was  a 
Protestant.  Then  they  came  for  me,  and  by  that  time  no  one  was 
left  to  speak  up!’  —Pastor  Martin  Niemoeller 


Thomas  Keough,  Graphic  Artist/Catholic  Activist, 
Brooklyn,  NY 

Arthur  Kinoy,  Rutgers  Law  Schl.&  Co-Chair 
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Ellen  Ray,  Institute  for  Media  Analysis,  New  York,  NY 
Joan  Ringelheim,  New  York,  NY 
Abby  A  Rockefeller,  Cambridge,  MA 
Ricardo  Sanchez,  Ph.  D.,  San  Antonio,  TX 
D.  Boone  Shirmer,  Friends  of  the  Filipino 
People, Cam  bridge, MA 

Charles  Schwart  z,  Professor  of  Physics,  UC  Berkeley, 
CA 

Sekou  Ali  Ansari  Shabazz,  Attica  Correctional 
Facility,  Attica,  NY 

Nancy  S.  Shaw,  University  of  Calif.,  Santa  Cruz, 
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Stephanie  Tang,  NBAU  Action  Network,  San 

Francisco,  CA 
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And  360  others. 


'For  Identification  Purposes  Only 


SIGN  ME  UPTO  REFUSE  AND  RESIST! 

□  I  want  to  sign  the  R&R  statement: _ 

(Signature  required  by  some  publications  before  they  will  accept  “controversial”  ads.) 

I  enclose  $ _ for  the  publication  of  the  statement  and  the  development  of  R&R. 

(Not  a  requirement  to  sign,  but  an  average  of  $40  per  name  is  needed.) 

□  I  am  interested  in  starting  or  joining  a  local  Refuse  &  Resist  group. 

Name  (individual  or  organization): _ 

Add  ress _ 

City/State/ZIP _ Phone _ 

“For  identification  only”  description  (if  space  permits  when  statement  is  published): 


MAIL  TO:  REFUSE  AND  RESIST  305  MADISON  AVE.,  SUITE  1166  NEW  YORK,  NY  10165 
Or  call  the  National  Office:  (212)  227-6268  24-hour  Answering  Service:  (212)  713-5657 
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Making  it  our  own  way 

A  long-awaited  second  book  from  lesbian  photograher  JEB 


halting  A  Way:  Lesbians  Out  Front,  by  JEB 

(Joan  E.  Biren).  Available  in  stores  sometime  in 
November.  To  order  by  mail,  discreetly  packaged, 
send  $13  to  Glad  Hag  Books,  P.O.  Box  2834 
Washington,  DC  20013. 

By  Amy  Gluckman 

round  125  women  come  out  to  the 
world  in  JEB’s  (Joan  E.  Biren)  forth¬ 
coming  book  Making  a  Way:  Les¬ 
bians  Out  Front.  This  warm  family  album 
consists  of  JEB’s  simple,  informal  portraits 
and  the  subjects’  own  short  autobio¬ 
graphical  notes.  Its  publication  represents  a 
step  in  what  one  hopes  by  now  will  be  an 
ever-forward  streaming  out  of  the  closet. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  the  album  does  not 
represent  lesbian  American  in  all  its  diversi¬ 
ty.  But  for  each  of  the  women  whose  pic¬ 
tures  appear,  the  book  is  a  sign  of  personal 
commitment,  in  some  cases  not  without 
cost,  to  opening  the  door  a  little  bit  for  les¬ 
bians  who  could  not  now  participate  in  such 
a  project:  lesbians  in  less  tolerant  regions  of 
the  country,  lesbians  in  more  mainstream 
occupations,  lesbians  in  more  difficult 
family  situations. 

The  book  is  loosely  divided  into  several 
parts.  First  is  a  group  of  family  pictures:  a 
collective  household  in  Cleveland,  a 
mothers’  group  in  Washington,  D.C.,  a 
“wedding”,  and  Daughters  of  Bilitis  (and 
long-time  partners)  Del  Martin  and  Phyllis 
Lyon.  Next  are  a  number  of  women  who  do 
direct  social  service  work — counseling  bat¬ 
tered  women,  working  with  runaway  kids, 
providing  feminist  health  care  services  and 
training  buddies  for  people  with  AIDS.  A 
large  group  is  made  up  of  feminist  writers, 
poets,  scholars  and  publishers.  Of  course, 
the  musicians  and  performers  are  here:  Alix 
Dobkin,  Maxine  Feldman,  comedian  Kate 
Clinton,  Casselberry  and  Dupree,  male  im¬ 
personator  Storme  DeLarvrie.  The  book 
ends  with  a  series  of  women  engaged  in 
politics:  demonstrating,  holding  public  of- 
fiice,  doing  legal  work  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights. 

Sprinkled  among  these  larger  groups  are 
a  minister  and  a  rabbi,  an  herbalist  and  a 
biologist,  a  welder  and  a  forklift  operator, 
the  treasurer  of  a  women’s  social  club  in 
Binghamton,  NY,  and  the  owner  of  a 
women’s  bookstore  in  San  Francisco.  The 
portraits  are  shot  at  home  and  at  work, 
with  lovers  and  friends. 

In  JEB’s  first  book,  Eye  to  Eye:  Portraits 
of  Lesbians,  the  photographs  are  strictly 
portraits.  They  delve  deep  into  their  sub¬ 
jects,  transforming  and  occasionally 
transcending  the  everyday.  Some  of  them 
are  impossible  to  forget,  including  a 
photograph  of  two  older  women  looking  at 
one  another,  caressing  with  their  eyes  and 
embracing  with  their  hands. 

Making  a  Way  is  a  very  different  kind  of 
book.  Here,  the  photographs  are  more  like 
snapshots.  Many  of  them  aren’t  far  from 
the  shots  we  all  take  on  vacation,  or  to 
record  an  event.  They  show  the  yard,  the 
axe,  the  cluttered  desk,  the  baby  carriages. 
For  the  most  part,  they  quote  directly  from 
everyday  reality,  trying  neither  to  translate 
nor  to  transcend  it.  Together,  they  offer  a 
very  different  picture  of  us  as  lesbians:  like 
everyone  else,  we  work,  we  play,  we  have 
families  and  friends,  some  of  us  are  famous 
and  most  of  us  are  not. 

Because  these  photographs  are  for  the 
most  part  informal,  lending  a  lot  of  space  to 
the  surroundings  and  context  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  many  of  them  lack  the  emotional  and 
visual  intensity  of  the  portraits  in  Eye  to 
Eye.  The  autobiographical  notes  return 
some  of  this  emotional  content,  but  a 
design  which  integrated  them  with  the 
photographs  rather  than  placing  them  all  at 
the  end  of  the  book  would  have  offered  a 
more  harmonious  whole. 

Asked  about  how  her  work  has  changed, 
JEB  told  GCN  the  shift  in  the  style  of  her 
pictures  does  justice  to  the  political  and 
social  changes  lesbians  have  made  in  the  last 
decade.  “When  I  made  the  first  book  eight 
years  ago,  the  thing  that  needed  to  be  said 
was,  ‘Hey,  we’re  lesbians,  we  exist.’  But 
eight  years  later,  it’s  not  enough  to  say  that 
we  exist.  We  need  to  say.  This  is  what  we 
do;  this  is  what  we  have  created.  So  the  pic¬ 
tures  have  to  be  more  complex.”  According 
to  her,  these  “environmental  portraits”  will 
be  more  interesting  and  valuable  as 
historical  documents.  When  asked  what  au¬ 
dience  she  had  in  mind  as  she  worked,  she 
immediately  responded,  “Lesbians  today 
and  lesbians  in  the  future.” 


She  said  that  conscious  choice  and  dif¬ 
ficult  constraints  determined  who  would 
appear  in  the  book;  she  was  guided  by  who 
was  out,  and  in  particular  who  felt  okay 
about  being  photographed  in  her  work  en¬ 
vironment.  Biren  noted  it  was  difficult  to 
include  a  broad  representation  of  lesbians 
in  the  book;  for  example,  few  Native 
American  women  and  women  in  prison 
could  participate.  She  pointed  out  that  the 
mix  of  occupations  represented  is  also  a 
reflection  of  how  the  women  she 
photographed  chose  to  identify  themselves. 
For  example,  several  of  the  women  are 
secretaries,  but  none  chose  to  (or  could) 
pose  at  work  or  to  discuss  their  jobs  in  their 
autobiographical  notes. 

As  already  indicated,  a  disproportionate 
share  of  the  lesbians  pictured  work  with 
abused  children,  battered  women,  runaway 
kids  and  homeless  people.  A  large  share  are 
activists;  trades  women  and  professionals 
are  less  well  represented. 

According  to  JEB,  it  was  not  her  inten¬ 
tion  to  portray  the  lesbian  community  as 
the  vanguard  of  feminism.  However,  she 
says,  she  is  pleased  if  the  book  helps  readers 
to  see  that  the  work  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  is  being  done  to  a  disproportionate  ex¬ 
tent  by  lesbians. 

But  this  selection  also  confronts  us  with 
the  barriers  that  lesbians  in  more 
mainstream  jobs  and  mainstream  com¬ 
munities  face  around  coming  out.  Coming 
out  is  the  big  and  scary  question  Making  a 
Way  poses.  Think  about  it — would  you 
have  your  picture  published  in  a  book  titled 
Lesbians  Out  Front ?  A  photograph 
possesses  a  certain  sober  finality.  It  can  no 
longer  be  a  different  Mary  Jones  who’s  the 
lesbian.  Each  of  the  women  in  the  book  had 
to  think  about  how  far  out  she  was, 
whether  that  included  having  her  picture 
published,  and  if  not,  whether  she  could 
come  out  a  little  farther  in  order  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  Some  who  planned  to  be  included 
had  to  withdraw  because  of  renewed  child 
custody  battles.  Others  are  exposed  to  great 
risk,  including  most  obviously  a  staff 
sergeant  in  the  Air  National  Guard. 

JEB  emphasizes  it  would  be  a  mistake  for 
readers  to  assume  the  women  in  Making  a 
Way  are  different  from  the  rest  of  us — that 
they  are  totally  out,  no  problem,  to  their 
families,  neighbors,  and  employers.  But 
coming  out  in  so  final  a  way  carries  inward 
as  well  as  outward  risks,  and  demands  more 
than  anything  else  an  ultimate  degree  of 
^//-acceptance. 

This  deep  self-acceptance  shines  through 
many  of  the  texts  as  well  as  the 
photographs: 

•“I  worked  with  a  woman  named  Alice. 
She  was  33  years  old  when  killed  by  her  bat¬ 
terer.  Alice’s  struggle  for  freedom  and  her 
brutal  murder  made  me  realize  I  have  a  life. 
Her  death  brought  me  to  life.  So  I’m  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  live  and  not  be  a  prisoner  of  my 
own  fears  ...  or  to  remain  a  victim  of  my 
childhood,  my  disease  of  alcoholism,  my 
being  a  victim  of  incest,  my  being  a  black 
woman,  my  being  a  lesbian,  my  being 
despised  by  people.” 

•“Because  I  am  a  mother,  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  I  am  heterosexual  followed  me 
everywhere.  Therefore,  being  a  mother 
pushed  me  more  than  anything  in  my  life  to 
be  an  out  lesbian,  in  order  to  actively  resist 
that  assumption  of  heterosexuality.” 

•“I’ve  loved  women  since  I  fell  in  love 
with  my  nursery  school  bus  driver  when  I 
was  three.  But  I  nearly  died  trying  to 
establish  a  lesbian  self,  pre-movement.” 

•I  didn’t  realize  in  the  early  1970s  when  I 
fell  in  love  with  a  woman  and  came  out  that 
in  recognizing  my  Lesbian  self  I  would 
restructure  the  way  I  understood  my  own 
history.  I  didn’t  realize  in  the  mid-1970s 
that  how  I  loved  women  and  how  I  felt  was 
called  butch  and  that  in  this  second  naming 
of  myself  I  would  have  yet  a  fuller  sense  of 
myself  as  part  of  a  Lesbian  subculture  with 
a  rich  cultural  history.” 

•“I  don’t  come  out  because  I  think  it’s 
politically  important.  I  come  out  because 
I’m  a  lousy  liar  when  it  comes  to  love.” 

•This  society,  this  patriarchy,  its  institu¬ 
tions  have  prefabricated  an  identity  for  us 
as  women,  in  which  nothing  is  fair  and  very 
little  is  true.  But  I  refuse  to  deny  myself  the 
pleasures  of  creating  my  own  identity  as  a 
woman.  That  is  why  I  am  a  lesbian.” 

This  last  excerpt  was  written  by  Amie 
Laird,  suspended  in  JEB’s  portrait  as  she 
stands  over  the  fire  at  the  Michigan 
Womyn’s  Music  Festival  kitchen.  Big, 


strong,  shirt-  and  shoe-free  with  her  eyes 
focused  beyond  the  camera,  she  has  the 
aura  of  a  19th-century  pioneer  woman.  Her 
portrait  and  her  words  capture  well  the 
point  of  this  book,  which  has  a  lot  to  do 
with  pioneering. 

At  first  glance,  Making  a  Way  appeared 
to  be  primarily  a  gambit  for  heightened  les¬ 
bian  visibility.  JEB  pointed  out  that 
creating  a  book  designed  to  educate  straight 
people  would  have  required  a  degree  of  self¬ 
censorship  she  was  unwilling  to  accept.  In 
Making  a  Way,  JEB  has  created  a  book  to 
show  lesbians  our  pioneering  selves  or,  as 
she  puts  it,  “how  much  of  our  lives  are  self¬ 
generated  and  invented  by  us.”  To  display 
this  invention  at  its  most  important 
level — the  level  of  the  everyday — these 
photographs  sacrifice  a  measure  of  formal 
visual  satisfaction.  They  make  up  for  it, 
however,  in  the  historical  documentation 
they  provide,  in  the  emotional  satisfaction 
they  offer,  and  in  the  courage  they  can  give 
us  to  keep  on  inventing. 

Moving  even  closer  to  self-acceptance 
JEB  said  she  hopes  to  create  more 
photographic  erotica  . . .  and  she  is  always 
looking  for  new  subjects.  Anyone  ready?D 


Amie  Laird  and  J.  Fince  tend  the  fine  in  the 
workers’  kitchen  at  the  Michigan  Womyn’s 
Music  Festival  in  1983. 


Photos  by  JEB  (Joan  E.  Biren) 


Kelly  Ready  inspects  a  sheet  hot-off-the-press 
at  Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled  collec¬ 
tive  and  a  union  print  shop  committed  to 
social  change.  Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts, 
1986. 


Arthene  Turner  and  Lynn  Walker  share  a 
sweet  moment  in  the  backyard  of  their  home 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  1987. 
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Fem 

Continued  from  centerspread 
discussions  with  Women  Against  Porno- 
grahy,  for  instance,  they  have  not  suffered 
many  moments  of  agonized  doubt  about 
“am  I  really  hearing  this  right?”  “What  is 
the  best  thing  1  can  do  in  this  situation?” 

Because  I  think  the  only  way  we  can  sort  out 
these  questions  is  by  listening  closely  to  what 
women  say.  And  1  think  there  are  authentic 
women’s  voices  all  the  time.  I  don’t  think 
only  women  in  the  movement  know  how  to 
talk  about  their  lives. 

But  I  think  it  may  take  a  very  long  time  to 
know  clearly  what  is  victimization  and  what 
is  resistance.  I  think  if  you  go  out  looking 
for  victimization  that’s  what  you  find.  And 
if  you  go  out  looking  of  resistance  that’s 
what  you’ll  find.  The  most  important  thing 
is  to  keep  a  flow  of  both  discoveries,  which 
is  one  of  the  reasons  that  censorship  is  dead¬ 
ly  to  us.  In  whatever  form  it  comes,  silencing 
any  side  of  the  debate  is  deadly. 

Margaret:  Are  coalitions  important  for  us, 
and  if  so  who  should  we  be  allying  with? 

Joan:  Coalitions  are  essential,  because  we 
are  currently  facing  a  very  powerful  coali¬ 
tion  from  the  other  side.  As  a  lesbian,  I 
think  we  should  especially  be  making  coali¬ 
tions  with  gay  men  in  this  time.  Perhaps  for 
me  this  seems  especially  pressing,  being 
chronically  ill  with  a  virus  that  shares  some 
of  the  symptoms  of  AIDS,  although  it’s  cer¬ 
tainly  not  anywhere  near  as  devastating.  But 
this  is  an  important  time  to  affirm  our  al¬ 
legiance  with  anyone  who  is  queer  and  who 
will  bear  the  brunt  of  state  repression  or 
neglect  because  of  that. 

I  also  think  it’s  time  for  coalitions  with 
prostitutes’  rights  organizations  around  the 
world.  And  certainly,  though  it  will  not  be 
easy,  we  should  be  working  with  civil  rights 
groups,  with  labor.  And  with  feminists, 
though  there  will  be  troubles  with  the  more 
traditional  feminists.  I  also  consider  myself 
a  socialist,  and  listening  to  Oliver  North  this 
summer  I  was  reminded  again  that  we’re 
fighting  a  fight  that  is  much  larger  than  just 
the  future  of  the  lesbian  and  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  I  think  we’re  fighting  for  the  future 
of  a  world  of  compassion  for  difference, 
and  for  a  committed  belief  that  people  have 
a  right  not  to  go  hungry  and  not  to  go  home¬ 
less  and  not  to  be  ill,  and  not  to  go 
uneducated.  But  I  really  believe  that  we 
must  fight  as  sexual  radicals,  and  that  that 
should  be  our  special  message. 

Margaret:  Could  you  talk  a  little  bit  more 
about  your  socialism? 

Joan:  Well,  I  didn’t  become  a  socialist 
because  of  something  I  read.  1  became  a 
socialist  from  watching  my  mother’s  life, 
and  growing  up  as  the  daughter  of  a  woman 
who  worked  her  whole  life  for  bosses.  I  got  a 
real  education  in  class,  which  in  this  country 
we’re  not  supposed  to  have,  though  every¬ 
body  breathes  it  in  and  you  see  it  all  around 
you. 

Economics  became  one  of  the  primary 
ways  I  understood  things  because  my  mother 
often  couldn’t  hold  our  house  together,  and 
I  would  have  to  go  live  with  an  aunt  or  un¬ 
cle.  And  1  realized  very  young  that  there  was 
nothing  my  mother  could  pay  for  outside  of 
food  and  shelter  and  sometimes  not  even 
that.  So  that  if  I  wanted  to  go  to  school, 
even  to  high  school,  I  had  to  have  a  job. 

And  that  by  going  to  school  I  was  taking 
away  a  source  of  income.  It  was  that  kind  of 
stuff. 

Now  I  teach  in  the  SEEK  program  at 
Queens  College,  which  is  basically  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  grew  out  of  the  street  anger  of  the 
’60s.  It  was  a  response  to  very  specific  popu¬ 
lations,  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  young  peo¬ 
ple  who  felt  closed  out  of  the  university.  I’ve 
been  teaching  there  for  21  years  and  I’ve 
learned  more  from  those  21  years  in  terms  of 
how  my  own  personal  struggle  fits  into  a 
world-wide  struggle  for  economic  justice 
than  from  any  other  experience  I’ve  had.  I 
see  my  students  struggling  against  such  over¬ 
whelming  odds  and  struggling  to  be  “good 
Americans”  at  the  same  time. . .. 

It’s  just  a  basic  thing:  there  is  economic 
injustice  in  this  country.  I  have  been  asked, 
how  can  you  write  about  sex  when  people 
are  dying  for  not  having  enough  food  to  eat? 

Isn’t  it  trivial?  Isn’t  it  privileged?  And  my 
response  has  been,  1  would  have  trouble 
with  it  if  one  only  wrote  about  sex.  But  the 
other  part  of  it  is  that  every  human  life  has  a 
sexual  dimension  to  it.  In  my  own  life  my 
mother  fought  back  through  sexuality,  and  I 
don’t  think  she  was  the  only  working-class 
woman  who  did  that. 

It’s  become  almost  cliche  but  I  think  there 
has  to  be  an  economic  revolution,  and  I 

Continued  on  page  23 
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think  there  has  to  be  rage  at  inequality,  not 
just  by  those  who  don’t  have,  but  by  those 
who  have  also.  We  have  to  get  tired  of  seeing 
the  same  faces  in  the  same  menial  positions 
in  this  society  year  after  year.  It  has  to 
enrage  us.  It’s  hard  to  Find  words  for  this  in 
Reagan  America,  But  I  once  wrote  a  poem 
about  the  Reagan  sneer.  It’s  as  if  there’s  a 
sneer  on  the  face  of  this  land.  And  Black 
Americans,  people  of  color,  still  bear  the 
major  brunt  of  it,  and  nothing  has  really 
changed.  And  until  we  are  enraged  by  that 
sneer  of  indifference  or  even  worse,  by  the 
calculated  writing  off  of  people  and  of 
countries,  things  will  not  change. 

Margaret'  Let’s  talk  about  your  work  on 
butch/fem  relationships.  One  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  that  some  feminists  have  had  with 
butch/fem  is  that  it  seems  to  impose  another 
set  of  normative  roles  on  women.  Was  this 
true  in  your  experience? 

Joan:  It  is  true  that  butch/fem  women  form¬ 
ed  a  very  unified  communal  bloc,  and  yes,  in 
order  to  enter  those  communities  you  had  to 
show  your  awareness  of  certain  codes,  and 
sometimes  your  acceptance  of  them.  But  it 
wasn’t  that  we  were  being  forced  into  a  role. 
It  was  that  the  bar  community  was  the  only 
safe  space  that  one  had  publicly,  and  you 
guarded  it  with  every  code  of  behavior  that 
you  could. 

Something  which  is  not  discussed  much  in 
lesbian  circles,  but  which  I  can  testify  to 
from  personal  experience,  was  police  en¬ 
trapment.  Some  recent  evidence  has  come  to 
us  of  a  diary  that  was  written  about  a  lesbian 
bar  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  the  1950s.  This 
woman  who  was  new  came  into  the  bar,  no¬ 
body  knew  her,  she  didn’t  know  the  ropes. 
Well  she  walked  in  and  no  one  spoke  to  her 
for  two  or  three  hours  until  this  fem  waitress 
came  up  to  her  and  befriended  her,  and  told 
her  the  reason  no  one  spoke  to  her  was  that 
because  of  the  way  she  was  dressed  no  one 
could  tell  what  her  sexual  identity  was,  and 
they  were  afraid  she  was  a  police-woman. 

What  I’m  saying  is  that  the  community 
had  to  really  struggle  for  a  public  space,  and 
yes,  there  was  definitely  an  initiation.  That, 
I  don’t  find  that  surprising.  It  was  a  self- 
protective  space.  The  same  thing  is  true  in 
lesbian-feminist  circles.  I  mean  there  was  a 
whole  time  when,  if  a  woman  walked  into  a 
typical  lesbian  feminist  meeting  and  she  was 
wearing  makeup,  long  hair  and  heels,  she 
was  treated  as  an  enemy  infiltrator.  And 
that  was  how  the  butch/fem  bars  were;  we 
were  very  frightened  of  infiltrators  of  one 
kind  or  another. 

I  do  think  that  every  community  when  it  is 
under  pressure  of  some  sort  organizes  itself. 
And  it  organizes  itself  culturally,  erotically, 
(because  that  was  our  battle  line),  and  vis¬ 
ually.  I  think  the  mistake  was  that  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  butch/fem  as  a  cultural  and  per¬ 
sonal  expression  was  so  totally  denigrated  in 
the  ’70s  that  those  of  us  who  came  from  it 
and  crossed  over  into  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  got  frightened,  and  we  remained  silent 
too  long.  And  in  so  doin&  we  allowed  a 
whole  decade  to  become  entrenched  in  a 
way  of  viewing  that  community.  I  think  if 
the  dialogue  had  opened  up  much  sooner 
there  would  have  been  less  of  a  sense  that 
butch/fem  involved  a  rigidly  normative 
behavior. 

One  important  point  I  want  to  make  is 
that  when  I  write  or  speak  about  butch/fem 
I  am  not  putting  any  kind  of  pressure  on 
anyone.  You  can’t  argue  someone  into  being 
a  butch  or  a  fem.  I’m  excited  that  in  our  new 
world  there  is  a  mixture  of  sexual  styles.  To 
me  a  united  nations,  or  interplanetary  coun¬ 
cil  of  lesbians  would  have  women  in  full 
leather,  women  in  full  flannel,  women  in 
fem  to  the  highest  order,  in  butch  three- 
piece  suits  and  lesbians  who  look  like 
anyone  else.  It  would  have  the  total  array  of 
self-definition. 

Margaret'  That’s  a  great  fantasy.  We’re  run¬ 
ning  out  of  time,  but  could  you  talk  about 
your  forthcoming  book? 

Joan:  Well,  first  I  want  to  say  that  I’m  very 
grateful  to  Nancy  Bereano  for  having  agreed 
to  publish  it  and  for  having  done  so  much 
along  the  way.  The  book  is  a  collection  of 
my  erotic  pieces  along  with  some  speeches. 
Now,  I  expected  Nancy  to  say  “yes”  to  the 
speeches  and  “no”  to  the  erotic  pieces,  but 
she  didn’t.  And  she  revealed  it  was  her  own 
personal  struggle  to  be  able  to  accept  all  of 
it.  But  she’s  been  saying  to  me  off  and  on, 
“We’re  gonna  get  crap  for  this  book,  Joan, 
we’re  gonna  get  crap. ...”  And  I  have  been 
very  divided  over  whether  this  little  book 
has  a  right  to  be  in  the  world. 


But  I  want  it  to  be  read  as  history.  And  I 
think  it  is  history  in  the  sense  that  the 
documentation  of  erotic  lives  is  as  much  a 
biographical  statement  as  any  other  kind, 
even  though  the  erotic  element  isn’t  usually 
accepted  as  history.  But  writing  about  sex¬ 
uality,  no  matter  how  glibly  I  have  come  to 
speak  about  it,  has  made  me  face  all  the  ter¬ 
ror  that  I  have  about  it.  I  teach  in  a  radical 
program,  and  I’m  out  as  a  lesbian,  but  at 
school  when  my  friends  and  colleagues  say 
to  me,  “Joan,  we  can’t  wait  to  see  your 
book”  and  I  know  I’m  speaking  to,  say,  a 
wife  and  mother  from  Guyana,  and  I  know 
in  my  book  there’s  a  story  about  my  going 
down  on  a  woman’s  dildo,  I  don’t  know 
how  I’m  going  to  give  her  that  book. 

By  including  explicitly  sexual  material  I 
have  learned  how  restricted  the  world  is,  the 
doors  that  might  shut  in  one’s  face.  And 
I’ve  also  faced,  once  again,  my  own  poten¬ 
tial  for  shame.  So  I  have  very  mixed  feel¬ 
ings.  I  think  it’s  a  sad  and  interesting  com¬ 
ment  that  we  never  need  a  reason  to  justify 
an  exploration  of  victimization  and  we 
always  need  a  reason  to  justify  celebration. 


Margaret:  One  last  question:  What  are  you 
planning  for  your  next  project? 

Joan:  Well,  it  will  be  about  Mabel  Hampton 
who’s  an  85-year-old  Black  lesbian  woman 
whom  I’ve  known  since  I  was  ten  years  old. 
I’ve  made  tapes  with  her  over  the  years,  and 
I  got  a  grant  from  a  feminist  granting  organ¬ 
ization  to  start  transcribing  them,  so  that 
has  to  be  the  next  project.  There  are  not 
many  spaces  for  an  85-year-old  Black  les¬ 
bian  woman  to  tell  her  story.  And  al¬ 
so. . .  Mabel  is  my  friend,  and  I  would  like  to 
do  it  while  she’s  still  alive. 

She’s  quite  a  lady  though.  I’ll  tell  you  a 
story  about  her.  She’s  having  real  trouble 
walking,  and  we  got  her  a  cart  through  the 
help  of  SAGE  (Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  En¬ 
vironment).  She  lives  in  the  South  Bronx, 
and  she’ll  probably  eventually  be  living  here 
within  the  year.  So  she  had  this  idea  that  she 
was  going  to  get  into  her  little  electrical  cart 
and  come  down  from  the  South  Bronx  to 
here.  And  I  said,  “Mabel,  you  know  I  don’t 
think  you  realize  that  cart  is  not  sturdy 
enough  for  that.”  And  my  example  to  her 
was,  “Mabel,  you’re  gonna  have  to  cross 

bridges _ ”  And  the  minute  I  said  it  I 

should  have  known,  and  there  was  a  silence, 
and  Finally  she  said  in  her  sharpest  voice, 
“Joan,  no  bridge  is  going  to  stop  Mabel 
Hampton.”  And  it  was  a  metaphor  for  her 
whole  life.  □ 


Streets 

Continued  from  page  15 

Around  from  “Cavanas,”  you  take  a  left 
and  you  go  downstairs. 

Cheryl:  Oh,  yeah.  What  was  the  name  of 
that,  though?  But  anyway,  now  there’s 
nothing  to  do.  I  don’t  do  anything.  They 
don’t  have  any,  you  know. . . 

Nancy:  Faggots.  But  not  for. . . 

Cheryl:  Yeah,  for  women. 

Liz:  Were  they  mostly  just  women  or  were 
they  men  and  women? 

Cheryl:  Oh,  men  came  too,  but  it  was  mostly 
women.  And  they  would  have  a  talent  show 
at  this  one  named  “The  Melody.” 

Liz:  What  kind  of  things  did  they  do  at  the 
talent  show? 

Cheryl:  Oh,  whatever  you  wanted  to  do.  If 
you  wanted  to  sing,  you  wanted  to  dance, 
whatever  you  wanted.  □ 
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Susan  D  Fletschmann 


To  honor  persons  with  AIDS  we  have  loved... 

To  support  AIDS  projects  helping  those  we  love... 


Invest  in  limited  edition.  .  . 

Commemorative 
Medallion  Sets 

to  support  non-profit 
AIDS  organizations* 


These  .999  fine  silver  coins  weighing  1  Troy 
ounce  each  are  silver  dollar  sized  and  come  in 
a  blue  velvet  presentation  case. 


*98.50 


per  set  (Colorado  residents  add  $3.45  tax) 


To  order:  Call  1-800-338-1736 

(in  Colorado  Collect:  303-830  0628) 

or  send  check  or  (IS.  Medallions 

credit  card  #  to:  1550  Park  Avenue 

Suite  200 

please  prmt  Denver,  CO  80218 


The  Phoenix  designed  by 
Kenneth  Reseigh  Waters 
reflects  the  indomitable 
spirit  and  hope  which  has 
sustained  so  many  persons 
with  AIDS  and  those  who  love 
them.  The  reverse  side  carries 
a  brief  explanation  of  the 
mythology  of  the  Phoenix. 


A  contemplative  young  male, 
representing  the  human  race, 
reflecting  on  the  loss  of  loved 
ones  and  the  dangerous 
magnitude  of  the  disease  is 
designed  by  artist  Leon 
Marfel.  The  reverse  side  reads 
“for  life,  for  love,  for  the 
human  race”  and  provides 
space  for  engraving. 


NAME _ 

(as  appears  on  credit  card) 

ADDRESS  _ 

CITY,  STATE,  ZIP _ 

PHONE  _ 

MASTERCARD/VISA*  T 

AMERICAN  EXPRESS  L_L_L__ 

(expiration  date_ Signature 


*$26  from  net  proceeds  per  set  contributed  to  Colorado  AIDS  Project  and  AIDS  projects  nationwide 


EQUAL  RIGHTS  ARE  A  HUMAN  RIGHT 

CONVERSATIONAL  LINES  FOR  THE  GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  BISEXUAL 
COMMUNITY  IN  THE  (617)  AREA.  TELECONFERENCING  FOR  AGENCIES, 
BUSINESSES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS  WITHIN  THE  (617)  AREA  CODE. 

TELECONVERSANT  LTD. 

P.O.  BOX  394 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02141 
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A  first  for  Asian/Pacific 
gays 

‘When  I  attended  the  First  Third  World  Conference  in 
1979,  there  were  only  about  15  lesbian  and  gay  Asians.  ’ 


By  Daniel  Tsang 

he  first  U.S.  conference  for  lesbian 
and  gay  Asians  and  Pacific  Islanders 
took  place  July  18  in  North 
Hollywood,  California.  Many  of  the  85 
participants  in  this  historic  gathering  were 
members  of  California-based  lesbian  and 
gay  Asian  organizations,  but  a  significant 
number  were  unaffiliated  individuals.  Some 
had  attended  the  Fourth  International  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  People  of  Color  Conference 
in  Los  Angeles  last  November,  during 
which  an  Asian/Pacific  caucus  formed. 
The  July  conference  was  a  direct  conse¬ 
quence  of  that  earlier  meeting. 

It  was  gratifying  for  me  to  see,  after  so 
many  years,  lesbian  and  gay  Asians  and 
Pacific  Islanders  creating  our  own  space  to 
discuss  our  mutual  concerns.  When  I  at¬ 
tended  the  First  Third  World  Conference  in 
1979,  which  coincided  with  that  year’s 
March  on  Washington,  there  were  only 
about  15  lesbian  and  gay  Asians. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  was  “Break¬ 
ing  Silence:  Beginning  the  Dialogue.”  It 
featured  a  full  day  of  workshops,  a  panel 
discussion,  lunch  and  dinner,  and  a  visit  to 
Faces,  a  gay  Asian  disco. 

Trinity  Ordona,  a  Filipina  lesbian  from 
San  Francisco,  welcomed  participants  with  a 
keynote  address  focusing  on  the  conference 
theme.  Describing  silence  as  “an  age-old 
tradition  in  many,  if  not  all,  our  cultures,” 
Ordona  called  on  her  listeners  to  speak  the 
unspoken  words  “that  now  must  be 
spoken”:  “I  am  myself,  I  love  myself,  I 
respect  myself.  I  am  a  man  or  I  am  a 
woman.  I  am  gay  and  I  love  and  I  respect 
who  I  am  and  what  I  am.” 

She  urged  the  audience  to  seek  self-em¬ 
powerment,  “for  it  is  out  of  self- 
empowerment  that  comes  collective  em¬ 
powerment.”  We  must  “break  our  own 
silence  to  ourselves,”  and  shout  “our 
gayness  so  strongly  that  the  social  order  of 
things  changes  around  to  really  include 
us.”  Ordona  concluded,  “Break  the 
silence.  Speak.  Speak  out.  And  speak 
truly.” 

The  address  was  followed  by  Ordona’s 
slide  show,  “Asian/Pacific  Lesbians:  Com¬ 
ing  Out,  Coming  Together,”  depicting  the 
herstory  of  Asian/Pacific  lesbians  in  the 
United  States.  The  lengthy,  well-synchron¬ 
ized  show  was  first  shown  at  an 
Asian/Pacific  Lesbian  Retreat  held  in 
Sonoma,  California,  in  May  of  this  year.  It 
was  also  presented  at  the  Third  World/Les- 
bians  of  Color  Conference  in  San  Francisco 
in  June. 

Participants  later  broke  into  small  groups 
to  discuss  such  topics  as  support  mech¬ 
anisms  for  Asian/Pacific  persons  with 
AIDS,  intimacy  with  lovers  and  friends,  in¬ 
terracial  relationships,  coming  out,  issues  in 
Asian  male  sexuality,  and  using  our  cultural 
heritage  as  a  positive  force. 

A  representative  from  Los  Angeles,  City 
Council  member  Mike  Woo,  presented  a 
proclamation  honoring  the  event.  Covering 
the  conference  were  also  two  Asian  women, 
from  Korea  Times  and  from  Pacific 
Citizen,  a  Japanese  American  newspaper. 

The  session  wrapped  up  with  a  panel 
discussion  on  “Building  Asian/Pacific 
Leadership:  Creating  a  Voice  for  Our  Com¬ 
munity.”  Chinese  American  gay  activist 
Steve  Lew,  a  major  force  behind  the  con¬ 
ference  and  founder  of  Gay  Asian  Rap, 
spoke  of  his  involvement  with  other  people 
of  color  as  a  “second  coming  out”:  “All  of 
a  sudden,  I  feel  a  real  comfortableness” 
working  with  other  Asian/Pacific  people,  a 
feeling  missing  from  his  original  coming  out 
in  the  gay  community.  Lew  noted,  “We 
need  to  start  making  more  space  for 
ourselves.” 

Panelist  Ordona  emphasized  conscious¬ 
ness-raising,  and  the  need  to  involve  our 
families.  “I  just  can’t  see  this  movement 
going  on  with  any  durability  without  our 
families  behind  us,”  she  said. 

Chinese-American  lesbian  Maylaine 
noted  that  she  had  “never  met  so  many 
Asian  people. .  .who  were  gay”  and  spoke 
of  the  need  to  support  each  other.  Rakesh, 
a  gay  man  from  India  active  in  Trikon,  a 
support  group  for  lesbian  and  gay  South 
Asians,  said  he  had  originally  felt  “uncer¬ 
tain”  at  being  the  only  South  Asian  partic¬ 
ipating.  But  by  the  end  of  the  day,  he  was 


glad  he  had  gotten  out  of  bed  early  to  come 
to  the  conference.  “We  need  to  have  a 
strong  voice,”  he  asserted,  adding  that  he 
has  contributed  an  essay  to  a  forthcoming 
anthology  on  coming  out  from  Alyson 
Publications  of  Boston.  In  the  article,  he 
discusses  how  he  changed  from  self-re¬ 
jection  of  his  gayness  to  self-acclamation. 

In  discussion  from  the  floor,  various  ac¬ 
tivists  commented  that  future  conferences 
should  provide  a  workshop  for  discussing 
sexism,  and  provide  space  for  Asian/ 
Pacific  people  of  mixed  heritage  to  meet. 
Many  stressed  the  significance  of  the  con¬ 
ference:  Asian/Pacific  women  and  men, 
immigrant  and  American-born,  from  all  na¬ 
tionalities,  meeting  together  and  talking 
about  our  lives. 

Many  lesbian  and  gay  Asians  and  Pacific 
Islanders  are  expected  to  join  the  People  of 
Color  contingent  in  this  year’s  March  on 
Washington  and  to  gather  at  the  Fifth  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Color  Conference  in  Toronto  next 
year.  There  is  also  talk  of  a  Second  Asian 
Gay  Conference  in  Hong  Kong  next  year. 
The  first  was  held  in  Tokyo  last  year. 

*  *  * 

For  readers  interested  in  linking  up  with  a 
local  Asian/Pacific  lesbian  and  gay  group, 
here’s  a  resource  list  (‘indicates  mixed 
Asian/Caucasian  membership): 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians,  c/o 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108.  Publication: 
BAGMAL  Newsletter. 

Asian  Lesbians  of  the  East  Coast,  P.O. 
Box  850,  Knickerbocker  Station,  New 
York,  NY  10002.  Publication:  ALOEC 
Newsletter. 

‘Asian/Pacific  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Inc., 
Box  443,  Suite  109,  7985  Santa  Monica 
Blvd.,  West  Hollywood,  CA  90046. 
Publication:  The  Newsletter.  Monthly. 

Asian/Pacific  Lesbian  Support  Group, 
Connexxus  Women’s  Center,  9054  Santa 
Monica  Blvd.,  West  Hollywood,  CA  90069. 

Women’s  Notes,  3826  Mentone  Avenue, 
#6,  Culver  City,  CA  90232.  Monthly 
publication. 

Gay  Asian  Rap  (GARP),  P.O.  Box  51, 
Manhattan  Beach,  CA  90266. 

Trikon:  Gay  &  Lesbian  South  Asians,  P.O. 
Box  60536,  Palo  Alto,  CA  94306.  Publica¬ 
tion:  Trikon.  Bimonthly.  Contribution  re¬ 
quested. 

International  Lesbian  &  Gay  People  of  Col¬ 
or,  c/o  1435  Avon  Terr.,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90029. 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Asian  Network,  P.O.  Box 
28977,  Santa  Ana,  CA  92799.  Distributes 
publications  on  homosexuality  in  Asia. 

Asian  Men’s  Rap,  2712  Telegraph  Ave., 
Berkeley,  CA  94705. 

Asian  Women,  P.O.  Box  31631,  Oakland, 
CA  94604.  Publication:  Phoenix  Rising. 
Bimonthly.  $  10/year. 

♦Asians  and  Friends,  Chicago.  P.O.  Box 
11313,  Chicago,  IL  60611.  Publication: 
Newsletter.  Monthly. 

‘Washington  Bridge:  An  East-West  Social 
Group,  P.O.  Box  4406,  Washington,  D.C. 
20017.  Publication:  The  Washington 
Bridge.  Monthly. 

‘Gay  Asians  Toronto,  P.O.  Box  752,  Sta¬ 
tion  F,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  2N6, 
Canada.  Publication:  CelebrAsian. 
$10/year  (Canada);  $12  (U.S);  $15  (other). 

‘Long  Yang  Club,  BCM/Wisdom,  London 
WC1N  3XX,  England.  Publication:  East- 
West.  □ 
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“Traditional”  lesbian  bar  in  Tokyo— catering  to  straight  men. 


Dykes  in  Tokyo 

‘We  can  no  longer  stay  in  solitude  or  in  closets  hoping  one 
day  a  miracle  will  bring  a  better  world.  ’ 

By  Mayumi  Tomihara 

n  a  bookstore  in  Tokyo  this  spring,  I 
came  across  a  special  issue  of  a  popular 
monthly  magazine  Takarajima 
( Treasure  Island).  I  gaped  at  the  sight  of  the 
unusual  title,  “Story  about  the  women 
who  love  women:  The  first  lesbian  report  in 
Japan.”  After  a  moment  of  tormented  in¬ 
decision,  1  grabbed  a  copy  and  mustered  up 
all  my  courage  to  go  to  the  cashier,  taking 
care  to  insert  the  magazine  with  apparent 
nonchalance  among  a  pile  of  books.  I 
thought  I  would  die  of  embarrassment  when  I 
the  cashier,  a  young  woman,  looked  up  at 
me  with  curiosity. 

The  magazine,  which  caters  to  young 
liberal  intellectuals,  was  my  first  introduc¬ 
tion  to  other  lesbians;  I  had  never  known 
any,  and  had  never  been  to  a  lesbian  meet¬ 
ing  place.  It  was  also  the  first  time  lesbians 
were  allowed  to  speak  for  themselves  in  the 
mainstream  media;  the  special  issue  was 
planned,  written  and  edited  by  lesbians. 

The  first  part  of  the  issue  contains  the 
coming  out  stories  of  a  variety  of  women, 
single  or  divorced  with  children,  office 
workers  and  professionals,  ranging  from  an 
18-year-old  student  to  a  60-year-old  living 
on  a  pension.  Some  of  them  discovered 
their  sexual  preference  in  early  adolescence; 
some  became  aware  during  marriage;  some 
were  converted  into  political  lesbians 
through  consciousness-raising  groups  of  the 
women’s  movement;  one  of  them  simply 
fell  in  love  with  another  woman  in  her 
workplace. 

But  the  most  important  part  of  this 
ground-breaking  lesbian  issue  is  the  second 
half  where  234  lesbians  respond  to  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  distributed  to  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tions  and  customers  of  two  lesbian  bars  run 
by  lesbians  for  lesbians.  (There  are  a  few 
other  “lesbian”  bars  in  Tokyo,  but  they  are 
run  by  male  owners  and  cater  to  mostly 
male  customers.  They  are  called  “lesbian” 
only  because  “butch-looking”  lesbians  in 
men’s  attire  are  there  to  serve  and 
entertain.)  The  questionnaire’s  respondents 
articulate  their  yearning,  fear,  suffering, 
humiliation,  joy  and  happiness.  This  sec¬ 
tion  asserts  lesbian  lifestyles  with  pride  and 
helps  isolated,  guilt-stricken  lesbians 
recover  self-respect  and  find  sisterhood. 

Many  lesbians  sent  letters  to  the 
magazine  expressing  their  gratitude  that  the 
entire  issue  is  oriented  to  lesbians  rather 
than  to  those  who  might  be  interested  in 
such  an  “esoteric”  topic  just  for  kicks.  In 
the  male-dominated  and  male-oriented 
mass  media  in  Japan,  lesbian  issues  usually 
remain  in  the  domain  of  either  pathological 
psychology  or  of  pornography. 

The  questionnaire  covered  almost  all 
the  situations  Japanese  lesbians  may  run  in¬ 
to  at  various  stages  of  life:  childhood  ex¬ 
perience,  growing  up  as  a  lesbian,  coming 
out  or  enduring  a  retreat  into  solitude,  con¬ 
flicts  around  the  intense  parental  and  social 
pressure  regarding  marriage,  friendship, 
love  and  sexual  relationships,  the  poor 
economic  status  of  single  women,  political 
consciousness,  pros  and  cons  concerning 
sex  roles  played  by  so-called  “butch-femme 
couples,  pros  and  cons  concerning  mono¬ 
gamy  (most  seem  to  prefer  monogamous 
commitment,  except  a  few  radical  lesbian 
feminists),  the  financial  prospects  of  old 
age  (which  look  quite  depressing,  since  the 
Japanese  welfare  system  is  notorious  for  its 
discrimination  against  single  people). 
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The  magazine  also  listed  several  lesbian 
associations.  “Regumi-Studio-Tokyo”  (or 
RST)  is  distinct  among  them  in  that  it  is  not 
only  a  social  group,  but  it  is  devoted  to 
consciousness-raising  activities  for  lesbians 
and  the  public.  After  my  chance  encounter 
with  the  magazine,  I  joined  RST.  The 
group  had  gone  public  on  March  1,  1987 
after  two  years  underground. 

The  present  RST  has  three  objectives. 
First,  we  want  to  form  a  nation-wide  net¬ 
work  which  will  support  lesbians  obliged  to 
live  in  isolation  or  in  the  closet  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Second,  we  hope  to 
assert  ourselves  as  women-Ioving-women, 
and  third,  to  provide  Japanese  society  with 
information  based  on  the  reality  of  lesbian 
lifestyles.  Using  this  information  we  seek  to 
fight  against  the  discrimination  contaminat¬ 
ing  our  daily  lives  (social  and  familial 
pressure  into  marriage,  threat  of  instant 
dismissal  at  the  workplace  upon  the 
discovery  of  our  sexual  preference,  ex¬ 
ploitation  as  sexual  objects  in  literature  and 
movies). 

RST’s  current  monthly  newsletter  con¬ 
tains  coming  out  stories,  debates  on  lesbian 
issues,  information  about  lesbian  and/or 
feminist  meetings  and  symposia.  The 
newsletter  so  far  has  150  subscriptions 
(women  only)  and  two  dozen  group  sub¬ 
scriptions.  Subscribers  contribute  5,000  yen 
($34)  annually,  which  barely  keeps  the 
publication  going.  All  the  work  is  done  by 
fifteen  members  and  some  other  volunteers. 

RST  also  organizes  sessions  where  par¬ 
ticipants  are  encouraged  to  freely  express 
their  feelings  and  to  share  their  mutual  ex¬ 
perience.  We  collect  materials  concerning 
lesbianism  (literature,  movies,  videos,  pic¬ 
tures)  for  the  group  to  use. 

RST  has  just  started  its  public  life  and  is 
very  aware  of  its  vulnerability  to  criticism 
from  the  outside  world.  Still  we  feel  we 
have  to  speak  out  for  ourselves.  We  can  no 
longer  stay  in  solitude  or  in  closets  hoping 
one  day  a  miracle  will  make  a  better  world. 
We  understand  the  change  should  be 
brought  by  ourselves.  We  hope  RST  will  be 
a  solid  core  of  the  lesbian  liberation  move¬ 
ment  in  Japan.  □ 


Hollywood 

Continued  from  page  14 

Hershey  in  Woody  Allen’s  Hannah  and  Her 
Sisters.  Neither  is  all  that  offensive,  but 
both  are  without  context  and  may  be  fur¬ 
thering  ignorance.  There  is  a  safe  sex  joke 
in  the  lumpy  Dragnet  —  no  early  morning 
nookie  when  there  are  no  rubbers  —  that 
felt  both  responsible  and  funny. 

In  the  past  months  the  only  mainstream 
film  I  can  think  of  which  presented  a  sym¬ 
pathetic  gay  character  is  Woody  Allen’s 
Radio  Days.  Diane  Weist,  as  a  single 
woman  in  the  1940s,  dates  a  man  who  is  still 
mourning  for  his  lover.  This  was  a  small  but 
rare  treat  coming  from  Allen,  who  has  not 
had  the  best  history  in  dealing  with  gay 
characters. 

I  don’t  think  Hollywood  is  going  to 
change  soon  —  although  it  does  make  ac¬ 
commodations  to  what  the  public  demands 
—  and  it  is  up  to  us  to  envision  our  own 
lives.  □ 


ASIAN  LOVE 

We  proudly  present  the  best  Asian  and  Latin 
erotica  available  anywhere! 

•  LOVE  &  ROMANCE:  From  Japan,  six 
fabulously  graphic  videos,  lightly  censored, 
leave  little  to  the  imagination  ($55  ea  +  $3 
S/H).  Pillow  books  of  hauntingly  beautiful 
Japanese  men,  in  single/duo  poses,  superb 
color  $22.95  ea  +  $2  S/H. 

•  HARD  CORD  SEX:  High  energy  Asian  and 
Iatin  passion  unleashed  in  exclusive  hard  core  video  imports  from  Mexico,  Japan 
and  Thailand.  Amigos  Calicntcs!  Thailand,  Song  of  Life!  Exotic  Japan  Otoko!  $69 
ea  +  $3  S/H. 


•  TREND  SETTER:  From  Singapore,  OG,  a  100  page,  full  color  upscale  fashion 
magazine  featuring  nude  Asian  men,  articles  &  stories.  Arriving  in  October!  Intro¬ 
ductory  price  $16  +  $2  S/H.  Very  limited  quantity,  so  order  now! 

•  PASSPORT:  A  personal  ad  magazine  featuring  international  news,  personal  ads  & 
provocative  photos,  $25/12  issues  domestic,  $30  overseas;  ads  $15/50  words. 

We  accept  V1SA/M.C. 

Send  $5  for  complete  brochure  pak:  video,  books, 
calendars,  beachwear,  magazines,  photos  &  more. 

INTERNATIONAL  WAVELENGTH,  INC. 

2215-R  Market  St,  #236  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Save  time,  order  by  phone! 

(415)  861-3361 


D0W^WM 

I  will  be  closing  the 

Downtown  Cafe 
from  October  9 
through 

October  1  2  to  take 
and  board  my 
employees  in 
Washington  for  the 
“March.” 

It  is  important  that 
Gay  business  goes 
to  Washington!  See 
us  with  our  T-shirts 
at  the  parade. 

Daniel  J.  Holmes, 
owner 


BOSTON'S  BEST  MUSICAL* 


••INTOXI¬ 

CATING!” 

—Arthur  frtadmon, 
Boston  HaroM 

"HILARIOUS!” 

—John  Inqstrom, 
Boston  Olobo 


"PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!” 

— Jovco  kulhawlti, 
WBZ-TV 


BIJOU  VIDEO  SALES 

Your  best  source  for 

GAY  X-RATED  VIDEO 

Over  i  l oo  titles  in  stock 


To  receive  a  catalog,  send  $10, 
along  with  your  name,  address,  and 
a  signed  statement  that  you  are  over 
21,  to  Dept.  GCN  at  the  address 
below.  Catalog  comes  with  a  $10 
reimbursement  coupon. 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  "The  Brinks 
Job.” 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,”  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


Rlone? 


Are  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  iuith  a  safe,  effective 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  . 

EamStoaaU 

800-633-6969 
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NEW  BOOKS  FROM  LEYLAND  PUBLICATIONS  &  GAY  SUNSHINE  PRESS 


MORE  MEATMEN:  An  Anthology  of  Gay  Male  Comics  Vol.  2.  Almost  200  pages 
of  comics  by  23  different  artists  in  large-sized  format.  Jerry  Mills,  Sean,  Stephen, 

Done  Ian,  The  Hun,  Harry  Chess,  etc.  $12.95 
[Also  available:  MEATMEN:  Vol  1:  $11.95] 

MANPLAY:  True  Gay  Encounters  Yol.  2  Hot  male-male  sex  stories:  "Rough  Trade 
Marines,"  "Highway  Patrolman,"  "Sex  in  a  Small  Town,"  etc.  $1 1.00 

SEXSTOP:  True  Revelations  &  Strange  Happenings  from  18  Wheeler  Vol.  3  Ed.  by 

John  Dagion.  Sex  accounts  with  truckers.  "Greeked  by  Greek  Inside  Gasoline  Tanker's 
Tank,"  etc.  $11.95 

AUSSIE  BOYS  and  other  true  sexual  encounters  by  Rusty  Winter.  In-depth  stories: 

"Mario's  Boy,"  plus  novella  "Lynhurst  Downs"  about  adolescent  sexual  hi-/inks  on  an 
Australian  sheep  farm.  $10.95 

SINGLEHANDED:  Homosexual  Encounters  from  First  Hand  Yol.  4  "College  Jocks  in 
their  Jocks,"  "Shaved  by  Israeli  Warriors,"  etc.  $1 1.95 

STAND  BY  YOUR  MAN  and  other  One-Handed,  Two-Fisted  Stories  by  Jack  Fritscher. 

Includes  "Foreskin  Fever,"  "Wish  They  All  Could  Be  California  Boys,"  etc.  $10.95 
IN  THE  HEAT  OF  PASSION:  How  to  Have  Hotter,  Safer  Sex  by  Richard  Locke.  Porno 
star  Locke  writes  on  sensible  sex:  condoms,  massage,  hygiene,  plus  sizzling  true  sex 
accounts.  With  photos/drawings.  $10.95  ■  - 

CALAMUS  LOVERS:  Walt  Whitman’s  Working  Class  Camerados.  Ed.  by  Charley 
Shively.  A  pioneering  book  that  examines  Whitman's  love  affairs  with  soldiers  and 
other  young  men.  $  1 1.00 

CRUISING  THE  SOUTH  SEAS  Stories  of  adventures  with  young  South  Sea  men  by 
Charles  W.  Stoddard,  a  friend  of  Walt  Whitman.  $8.95 

FOR  THE  PLEASURE  OF  HIS  COMPANY:  An  Affair  of  the  Misty  City.  Novel  by 
Charles  W.  Stoddard  of  a  gay  love  affair  in  turn-of-the-century  San  Francisco.  $8.95 
MEAT/FLESH/SEX/CUM/JUICE/WADS/CREAM:  True  Homosexual  Experiences  from  S.  T.H.  Vo  Is.  1 — 7  Edited  by  Boyd  McDonald. 
Illustrated  $12.95  each  (or  discount  price  of  $88  for  all  7) 

GAY  VIDEO  by  John  W.  Rowberry.  Complete  guide  to  800 4-  gay  videotapes.  $1 1.00 

CUT-UNCUT  True  Gay  Experiences  of  Foreskin  &  Circumcision.  Illustrated  sexstories.  $1 1.00 

HOT  ACTS/ORGASMS/HOT  STUDS.  Hot  sex  accounts.  (3  vo Is)  $11.95  each 

LUST/HARD:  True  Gay  Encounters  Vols.  1  &  2  $1 1.00  each 

MEATMEN:  Gay  Comics  Vol.  1.  28  different  artists.  $1 1.95 

TRASH/TRUCKER:  True  Revelations  Vols.  1  &  2.  True  sex  accounts.  $1 1.95  each 

TO  ORDER:  Check  books  wanted  &  send  check  or  money  order  to  Leyland  Pub.  PO  Box  40397  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 40. 
(Calif,  residents  add  6%  sales  tax).  Postage  included  in  prices  quoted. 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

/  j  ''T7%  /  ,  * 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

so  Congress  st.  Call  toll-free 

Boston,  MA  02109  i  -800-352-31 85 

Orleans/Bewster 

Office  ParK 

Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  R.  Harrington 


Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


Insurance 

0)  •  Inexpensive 
~  •  Non-medical 
•  Investments 
Call  J.  St.  Cyr 
(61 7)  237-4500 


_ BUSINESS _ 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 

DENTISTRY 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

SOMA  Practitioner 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 

Lawrence. M A  01840 

22  Edgerly  Road 

124  Harvard  St.  No.3 

DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 

683-7676 

Boston,  MA  02115 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

LAWYERS 

(617)  267-2262 

(617)  731-3306 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 

ACUPUNCTURE 

COUNSELING 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

Lawyers  Referral  Service 

227-7008 

RONALD  KELTER 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 

AMY  WETTER 

M-F  l-S  p.m. 

Acupuncture  Associates  of 

WOMEN 

790  Boylston  Street 

Cambridge 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Boston.  MA  02199 

MASSAGE 

843  Mass  Ave..  Central  Sq. 

Kenmore  Square 

353-1500 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 

Boston,  MA  02115 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 

617-491-4410 

247-4861 

DOG  TRAINING 

Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

(617)  262-1000.  *  298 

TREATMENT 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

25  Huntington  Av. 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

M-Sat.,  12-7 

SPOFFORD  HALL 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Medford,  MA 

MOVERS 

Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 

739-7860 

395-9084 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(603)  363-4S45 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

ELECTROLYSIS 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

AUDITING/TAXES 

FAMILY  THERAPY 

JUDY  FEINER 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 

10  Goodway  Road 

Complimentary  consultation 

OPTOMETRY 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

Computer  electrology  specialist 

126  State  Street 

522-9446 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

RACHELLE  S,  DUBEY.  O.D. 

Boston,  MA  02109 

497-2019 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 

523-1060 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

Hours  by  Appointment 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

FLORISTS 

10  Diauto  Drive 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

WOMEN.  COUPLES  AND 

Randolph,  MA 

CHILDREN 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 

(617)  963-1333 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

DESIGN 

23  Clive  St. 

1130  Mass.  Ave..  Harvard  Sq. 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Boston,  MA  02130 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 

S24-7992 

776-61 58 

926-4289 

DAVID  S  PHOTOGRAPHY 

PO  Box  37S  McCormack  Sta. 

BICYCLES 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  * 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

GYMS 

Boston,  MA  02101 

236-0365 

FERRIS  WHEELS 

186/r  Hampshire  St 

BODYWORKS  GYM 

Bicycle  Shop 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

53  River  Street 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

64  South  Street 

876-4488 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 

576-1493 

PIANO  TECH 

617-522-7082 

STEPEHEN  ).  GOLDBURGH 

25  Peterborough  St.  #29 

ED.D 

HEALTH 

Boston,  MA  02215 

BOOKSTORES 

Licensed  Psychologist 

1330  Beacon  St,.  Suite  231 

BOSTON  HEALTH 

536-0526 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

ASSOCIATES 

PRINTING 

43  Winter  Street 

(617)  734-6996 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 

Boston,  MA  02108 

Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

(617)  5424)144 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Movement,  Nutrition  and 

94  Green  St 

ASSOCIATES 

Spiritual  Counseling 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 

NEW  WORDS 

A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 

2S  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

262-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

524-6822 

186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 

739-7832 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

REAL  ESTATE 

676-53 10 

DR.  KENNETH  H  ORTH 

16  Haviland  Street 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 

Psychotherapist 

Boston.  M A  02115 

668  Tremont  St 

CATERING 

319  Mass  Av 

Arlington,  MA  02174 

267-7573 

Boston.  MA  02118 

262-7386 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 

643-1112 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 

Affordable  Catering 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 

(or  All  Occasions 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 

232  Court  St. 

REAL  ESTATE 

321-3475 

COUNSELING 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

Full  Service  Brokerage 

32  Rutland  Street 

(603)  436-7588 

Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 

CHIROPRACTORS 

Boston,  MA 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 

3SI  Centre  St. 

267-9  ISO 

Mon.  eves :  free  anon.  HIV 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

DR.  RITA  L.  HELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

counseling  &  testing 

(617)  522-0020 

699  Somerville  Av. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

INSURANCE 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 

Somerville.  MA  02143 

Cambridge,  MA 

PLANNING 

628-9547 

661-0248 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 

Suite  830 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

WINGS  THERAPY 

SO  Congress  St. 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 

1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 

COLLECTIVE 

Boston.  Ma.  02109 

33  Ashcroft  St. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 

60/j  Sacramento  St. 

1 -800-352-3 185 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 

(617)  731-3306 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

524-7565 

• 

876-8438 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 

INSURANCE  AGENGY 

TRAVEL 

Suite  333 

DAYCARE 

241  Washington  St 

45  Newbury  St. 

Brookline,  M A  02146 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

Boston.  MA  02116 

BARB  S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 

731-1015 

76  Arlington  St. 

266-8584 

State  Licensed 

Boston  Park  Plaza 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston.  MA  02114 

ROGERS  S  DINIS 

482  2900 

DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  Street 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

232-7200 

523-3772 

INSURANCE 

404  Mass  Av 

Arlington.  MA  02174 

643-3040 

'  . .  "  * 

South  End  Counseling 
welcomes 
Laura  Moskowitz, 

M.S.W.,  L.I.C.S.W 
to  the  clinical  staff. 

September,  1987 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

JjJ|P  FENWAY 
«  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

*  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HtV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  l.esbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 
by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
rHE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  confidential  • 


ACUPUNCTURE 

Ronald  Kelter 

Registered  Acupuncturist 

•Isolated  or  disposable 
needles  used 

•Needle  and  needleless 
techniques 

Acupuncture  Associates 
of  Cambridge 

849  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Central  Square,  Cambridge 
(617)491-4410 


March 


Continued  from  page  I 

will  include  a  panel  discussion,  will  be 
videotaped  and  possibly  made  into  a  re¬ 
source  for  local  lesbian  and  gay  organizers, 
said  Hyde.  “1  hope  we  can  arrive  at  a  com¬ 
mon  understanding  of  how  sexuality  can  be 
dealt  with  in  the  public  sphere  in  a  public 
[and]  political  context.” 

Hyde,  who  has  been  organizing  for  the 
repeal  of  sodomy  laws,  noted  she  has  seen 
an  urgent  need  for  the  development  of  sex¬ 
ual  politics.  In  one  legislative  hearing  “a 
line-up  of  a  dozen  witnesses  opposing  [re¬ 
peal  of  sodomy  laws]  talked  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  about  gay  and  lesbian  sexuality  and 
its  immorality  and  its  illegality  and  its  essen¬ 
tial  pathology,”  she  said. 

‘‘Proponents  of  sodomy  law  reform  talk¬ 
ed  about  privacy,  diversity  of  lifestyle,  sep¬ 
aration  of  church  and  state  and  public 
health ....  No  gay  man  or  lesbian  ever  stood 
up  and  said  this  is  my  sexuality.  It  is  essential 
to  me  and  this  law  insults  me.” 

“I  see  it  as  telling  a  lie  about  ourselves. 
Not  being  able  to  affirm  who  we  are . . .  That 
takes  away  from  us  and  our  sense  of  selves 
as  whole  people.” 

The  S/M  Leather  contingent 

Prior  to  organizing  for  the  March,  the 
largest  list  of  S/M  Leather  groups  compris¬ 
ed  75  organizations.  In  the  process  of  plan¬ 
ning  the  October  10  S/M  Leather 
workshop,  activists  have  discovered  over 
125  additional  existing  organizations. 

According  to  Barry  Douglas  of  New  York 
City,  the  main  focus  of  the  workshop  will  be 
‘‘to  listen  to  each  other.  Those  of  us  in  the 
forefront  of  S/M  Leather  have  had  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  come  out  to  take  a  stand;  the  greater 
majority  have  not  been  able  to  do  so.” 

Douglas  said  he  also  hopes  the  gathering 
will  be  “a  watershed  event”  to  begin  coor¬ 
dination  nationally,  possibly  leading  to  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  organized  efforts  to 
fight  stereotypes. 

Bisexual  solidarity 

The  bisexual  political  movement  began 
only  four  years  ago,  according  to  Lucy 
Friedland,  one  of  the  coordinators  of  the 
National  Bisexual  Contingent  for  the  March 
on  Washington. 

Friedland  said  the  March  may  be  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  begin  a  national  bisexual 
organization.  Noting  there  may  be  480,000 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  20,000  straights  and 
200  out  bisexuals  at  the  March,  Friedland 
said  the  March  may  not  be  the  safest  place 
for  bisexuals  to  be  out.  But  by  meeting 
directly  before  the  March,  bisexuals  will  be 
able  to  “gather  strength,  build  up  bi¬ 
solidarity  and  strength  to  enter  the  fray.” 

Out  &  Outraged  —  Non-violent  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  at  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 

A  contingent  from  the  New  Jewish  Agen¬ 
da,  a  progressive  national  organization, 
plans  to  march  carrying  shofars  [horns 
blown  in  religious  ceremonies  at  the  Jewish 
New  Year]  in  order  to  express  their  desire  to 
“bring  down  the  walls”  of  oppression.  In  a 
similar  spirit,  on  October  13,  hundreds  of 
people  are  likely  to  descend  on  the  Supreme 
Court  performing  acts  of  civil  disobedience. 

While  the  action  will  focus  on  lesbian  and 
gay  liberation  in  general,  some  of  the  major 
targets  of  protest  will  be  the  Supreme 
Court’s  anti-sodomy  decision,  the  erosion 
of  civil  rights  for  people  with  AIDS,  and  the 
nomination  of  Robert  Bork  to  the  Supreme 
Court. 

People  who  want  to  take  part  in  civil 
disobedience  are  urged  to  participate  in  non¬ 
violence  traning  before  coming  to  the 
March.  More  than  a  hundred  people  have 
done  so  in  places  including  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  Illinois,  Massachusetts  and 
New  York.  For  those  who  cannot  partake  in 
such  training  before  the  March,  training  will 
be  provided  in  Washington  on  Saturday  and 
Monday.  Registration  for  the  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  will  be  at  St.  Stephen’s  church. 

Civil  disobedience  organizers  have 
published  a  65-page  handbook  for  the  ac¬ 
tion.  The  handbook  addresses  the  politics  of 
civil  disobedience,  the  Supreme  Court’s 
sodomy  decision,  AIDS,  racism,  ageism, 
sexism,  homophobia,  anti-Semitism, 
classism,  and  ableism.  The  booklet  can  be 
ordered  from  the  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  P.O.  Box  7781, 
Washington,  DC  20044.  □ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


|OANN  IOULAN 

author  of  “USMAN  SIX"  and  “USMAN  PASSION"  (Sept.) 
announce*  the  fall  release  of 

THE  LESBIAN  SEXUALITY 
LECTURE  SERIES 

These  live  recording*  capture  the  energy  and 
spontaneity  of  |oAnn  *  approach  to  Lesbian 
Sexuality  —  Easily  the  most  engaging  and 
humorous  presentation  of  Important 
Information  relevant  to  every  Lesbian's  life  • 
today  Cassette  only. 

«IOI  "lesbian*.  CUV.  AID*  A  Safe  Sea"  9.9S 
#101  "tncrs*  Survivor*" '"Partner*  of 
Incest  Survivors"  I2.9S 
#10)  "fanning  the  flame*  for  Couple*"/ 

"Healing  the  ChHd  Within"  12.95 

Available  at  Women  s  A  Progressive  Bookstores  or  mall  order  from! 
LOULAN  PRODUCTIONS  —  1450  6th  St..  Berkeley.  CA  94710 
Please  add  75  each  P/H.  CA  residents  also  add  7%  sales  tax 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation, 
Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Women 
AMONG  FRIENDS 
FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmin./.lOea.min. 
evenings  8pm-Hpno 


Don't  you  wish  -there 
was  a  ’united  way" 
of  tile  left?  RESIST 


There  is.  And  we 
call  it  Resist. 

In  90  years  we've  given  over 
2,000  grants  and  loans  to 
grassroots  groups  all  across 
the  country  working  for  peace 
and  social  justice. 
Organizations  who  fight  against 
draft  registration  Or  work  for 
nuclear  disarmament.  Who 
organize  against  the  Klan  Or 
build  shelters  for  battered 
women  Who  defend  the  rights 
of  third  world  people  Or  gay 
and  lesbian  rights  Or  women's 
rights -including  the  right  to 
choose 

People  like  you  acting  on 
the  concerns  we  all  share 


Send  me  a  copy  of  the  Resist 
iunt)ing  guidelines 


Resist 

One  Summer  Street 
Somerville.  MA  02143 


INCEST  GROUP 
FOR  LESBIANS 

16  week  group  starts  October, 
Harvard  Square  location, 
Tuesdays,  7  -  8:30  pm.  Sliding 
scale  fee.  Experienced 
facilitator.  Call  Gloria  Melnitsky 
at  354-6259  for  information, 
interview. 


JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and 
welcome  contact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian 
Daughters  of  Holocaust  Survivors.  The  next 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  Novemeber  1 3th- 
15th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire.  A  partners 
group  has  also  been  formed  for  lesbian 
women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  part¬ 
ners.  For  more  information,  write  Box  6194, 
Boston,  MA  021 14  or  call  (617)  321-4254.  (9) 


THE  NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION  OF 
BLACK  AND  WHITE 
MEN  TOGETHER 

invites  you  to  attend 

CONVENTION  ’88 
“Looking  In  and  Reaching  Out” 

Speakers,  Workshops, 
Entertainment 

Where:  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  Boston 
When:  July  4-9m  1988 

For  further  information,  write: 

P.O.  Box  3119 
Westport,  MA  02790 


WARMl  CARING?  SINCERE? 

ISN’T  IT  ABOUT  TIME  YOU  MET  SOMEONE  YOU 
CAN  TAKE  SERIOUSLY?  Connection,  Ltd.  is  the 
Network  for  SINCERE  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  who  are 
interested  in  close  FRIENDSHIPS  or  a  DEEPLY 
SATISFYING  RELATIONSHIP  in  the  future. 
•GAY/LESBIAN  OWNED  and  STAFFED.  In  New 
England;  617-353-0256. _ (15) 

LIVE  THE  SAFE-SEX  GAY  LIFE 
1  want  to  meet  a  gay  teenager  who  would  enjoy  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  GWM  33  who  is  goodlooking,  fun  and 
caring.  I  can  offer  job,  place  to  live,  safe  sex.  Send  let¬ 
ter,  photo,  phone.  Box  5221/  Cochiluate,  MA  01778. 
_ (13) 

I  NEED  YOUR  HELP 

L.F.  is  looking  for  a  left  wing  gay  man  to  marry  for 
practical  purposes  A.S.A.P.  Box  250. _ (12) 

LF,  30s  seeks  to  meet  educated,  artistic  and  lively  les¬ 
bian.  Looking  for  the  whole  enchilada,  no  crumbs!  No 
smokers.  Box  249, _ (12) 

Lesbian  feminist  seeks  lunchmate  in  Newton,  Water- 
town,  Brighton  or  areas  nearby.  If  lunch  isn’t  possible, 
maybe  we  could  share  an  occasional  dinner.  POB  312, 
Newtonville,  02160. _ (12) 

Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26  or  studnt  wntd 
as  houseboy/even  lover!  Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air, 
fone,  off  street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost).  No 
smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533.  Bob. _ (17) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  + /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at  215-668-8898. 
_ (18) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 

Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  and  glory  and  office 
drudgery!  Correspondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  ok.  Call  Stephanie  at 
426-4469, _ (c) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the  Prisoner’s  Project  is  the 
dictionary.  (Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need  them 
to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.)  If  you  have  a  spare  one 
(paperbacks  especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston,  MA  02116. 
Thanks! _ (c) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not 
necessary.  5  hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469 
for  more  info. _ (C) 

WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp 
color  catalog  SI.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brim- 
field,  MA  01010. _ (21) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AF  LOWENSTEIN  WRITERS  WKSHOP 

At  the  Jamaica  Plain  Arts  Center  in  October.  Call 
524-3816  for  details. _ (14) 

SEPARTISTS  ERODING  PATRIARCHY 

Dyke  newsletter  available.  For  information  write  C/O 
Sweeping  Axe,  Box  242,  Greensboro,  VT  05841 .  (13) 

Warm,  caring  man,  retired  M.D. -psychotherapist  would 
like  to  volunteer  some  time  (days)  visiting  persons  with 
AIDS  who  arc  housebound.  Cambridge  and  adjacent 
areas.  Offering  spiritual  and  emotional  support  in  the 
movement,  but  not  long  term,  because  I  may  be  moving 
in  December.  Mark,  491-1333. _ (12) 


JUI 


Send  $1  for  our  color  catalog  of 
woman-identified  jewelry  in 
silver,  amethyst,  moonstone  &  gold. 

LIZZIE  BROWN 

P.O.  Box  389-G  Brimfield,  Ma  01010 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  ■  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


A  REAL  HOME  AWAY 
FROM  HOME  FOR 
YOUR  CHILD 

Experienced,  caring,  non¬ 
homophobic,  anti-racist  day 
care  provider  has  FfT,  PfT 
vacancies  from  Sept.  Seeks  to 
care  for  children  of  people  with 
similar  philosophies.  661-8760 
after  7pm.  HAPPY  CARE 

MEANS  HAPPY  KIDS 


BE  THE  FIRST  TO  KNOW  THE  DIRT 

...about  Boston  events  of  interest  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  be  a  part  of  your  community  lesbian  and  gay,  anti¬ 
racist,  feminist  newspaper  and  get  your  name  in  print. 
Yes,  you  too  can  be  a  GCN  volunteer  newswriter.  Write 
about  a  broad  range  of  events  or  pick  your  beat  — 
-anarchist  queers,  sex  politics,  political  organizing  by 
people  of  color,  electoral  politics,  AIDS  in  the  Black 
community,  lesbian  activists,  bars  and  anything  else  you 
could  possibly  imagine.  Journalism  experience  not  re- 
quired.  Call  Kim  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ (Q 


HELP  WANTED 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  SPEAKERS  BUREAU 

Schedule  engagements,  write  grants,  coordinate 
volunteers.  Equal  opportunity  employer.  Minorities  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  To  apply,  send  resume  to  GLSB, 
P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston,  MA  02107,  Attn.  Search  Com- 
mittee  or  call  354-0133  for  info. _ (13) 

PROGRESSIVES  A  FEMINISTS 

Part  and  Full  time  positions  available  working  for 
nuclear  disarmament  and  non-intervention  in  Central 
America  with  SANE/Freeze.  Call  for  interview, 
354-2169. _ (12) 

MUJERES  UNIDAS  EN  ACTION 

Seeks  program  coordinator  and  career/educational 
counselor  for  progressive  educational  center  for  low  in¬ 
come  women.  We  are  a  collective  with  a  sommitment  to 
social  change.  Sensitivity  to  low  income  women’s  issues 
and  sense  of  humor  a  must.  Good  pay  and  benefits. 
Send  resume  to  1534  Dorchester  Avenue,  Dorchester, 
MA  02122. _ 03) 

BOOKSTORE  CO-managcr 

Full  time  position  in  worker’s  cooperative.  Bookstore, 
collective  political  experience  and  financial  skills 
helpful.  $6.25/hour  $6.75  after  3  month  eval.  Two  year 
committment  esential.  For  application,  write  or  stop  by. 
Food  For  Thought  Books,  67  N.  Pleasant  St.,  Amherst, 
MA  01002,  or  call  (413)  253-5432.  People  of  color  and 
women  are  strongly  encouraged  to  apply. _ (12) 

FEDERAL,  STATE  &  CIVIL  SERVICE  JOBS  $14,707 
to  $66, 819/Year,  Now  Hiring.  CALL  JOB  LINE 
1-518-459-361 1  xt  F4404E  for  info.  24  hr.  (12,13,14) 
$9.00  per  hour  washing  windows.  Must  be  honest, 
reliable,  ready  to  work  hard  and  fast.  Extra  bonus  for 
quality  work.  Call  Tom  at  653-6464. _ 03) 

GCN  needs  one  (or  more)  volunteer(s)  to  spend  a  few 
hours  each  week  helping  with  our  promotional  outreach 
for  the  March  on  Washington.  Light  “office”  type 
duties.  Fun,  friendly  environment.  Come  on,  you’d  be 
great  at  it!  Call  Catherine  or  Dan  at  (617)  426-4469.  (C) 

EARN  EXCELLENT  MONEY  In  Home  Assembly 
work.  Jewelry,  Toys  &  Others.  FT  &  PT  Avail.  CALL 
TODAY!  1-518-459-3546  (Toll-Refundable)  Dept  B 
4404E  24  Hrs. _ (12,13,14) 

Photographer  /instructor  wanted  to  work  with  homeless 
women.  Possible  salary  involved.  Flexible  hours.  Call 
Liz  at  625-4277,  Women  of  color  encouraged. _ (17) 


b  o  r  i  s 


photo  graphics 


06° 


Boris  Photo  Graphics,  Boston's  leading  custom  photo 
lab.  is  looking  for  the  following: 

CREATIVE  SERVICES  TECHNICIAN  -  Quality  con¬ 
scious  technician  to  photomechanically  assemble 
negatives  and  transparencies.  Some  mechanical  and 
paste  up  work  required.  Strong  technical  or  photo 
school  background  preferred.  For  immediate  consid¬ 
eration.  call  Rock  Beaudoin. 

SPOTTER  -  Meticulous,  detail-oriented  spotter  for 
custom  photographic  work.  Experience  in  photo¬ 
graphic  or  art  services  preferred,  but  willing  to  train 
the  right  individual.  Growth  potential  to  airbrushing 
or  retouching  position  possible.  Please  call  Moira 
Barrett  to  set  up  an  interview. 

FILM  PROCESS  TECHNICIAN  -  Serious,  quality  ori¬ 
ented  E-6, 041  and  B&W  Film  Process  technicians 
for  custom  film  development.  Prior  photo  lab.  photo 
school  or  film  processing  background  preferred.  To 
interview,  call  Ed  Green. 

The  above  positions  all  offer  excellent  growth  poten¬ 
tial  in  our  brand  new  state-of-the-art  facility.  Salaries 
are  competitive  and  commensurate  with  experience. 
To  apply,  call  or  send  your  resume  to:  Boris  Photo 
Graphics,  451  D  Street,  Boston,  MA  02210,  (617) 
439-3200. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Boston 

Roommate 

Center  GAY  LISTINGS. 

Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 

List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 

Copley  Square  266-3636 

755  Boylston,  Suite  702 


TEELE  SQUARE,  SOMERVILLE 

LF  35  A  dog  sk  LF  31+  , 

non-smker  pref.  2BD,  2  porch,  10  min  walk  to  T,  $275 
incl.  incl  heat.  NO  MORE  PETS.  Sorry.  625-1039,  lv  . 
mssg. _ (12) 


GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not 
necessary.  5  hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469 
for  more  info, _ (C) 

NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  correct  videos,  pix, 
newsletter.  Head/body  shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM, 
TT,  VA  fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all  hot,  but 
all  safer  sex.  Free  personal  ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski, 
41  Bonnaire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models,  writers, 
artists,  lawyers  wanted:$$$ _ (20) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer  correspondence, 
perform  general  office  tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs 
weekly  minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri.  nights; 
possible  take  home  work.  Call  Stephanie,  426-4469.  (C) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  emotional,  physical  or  sexual  abuse  by  a 
woman  partner.  For  info  &  support  call  HAWC, 
617-744-6841, _ 05) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  25*  per  word  (35*  per  word  lor  business  ads). 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  25C  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate:  35<t  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

□  21 -3Q  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

□  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription !  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches x $15  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  D  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  '‘Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

2  JLF’s  seek  JLF  25+  for  independent,  friendly,  great 
apt.  lo  rent,  nr  Davis  Sq.  veggie/kosher.  Pis  call 
623-8603. _ (12) 

2  LF’s  &  cats  seks  F  for  Somerville  apt.  Respon.  indep 
smoke,  drug  and  alcohol  free.  Nice  room  2  porches. 
Near  T.  $215+  .  Avail  11/1.  Leave  message  623-3875. 
_ 03) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE 

We’re  looking  for  a  man  to  join  our  cooperative 
household  of  mixed  sexual  orientation  &  race,  including 
4  women  &  1  man.  Call  ASAP;  864-1466. _ (13) 

SPACIOUS  JP  APT 

GM  or  LF  wanted  to  share  large  JP  apt.  Safe  ares,  neat 
T.  Smokers  welcome,  no  cats.  $375/mo  +  utils.  Call 
Irene  524-5449. _ (13) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Skng  2  mature,  resp,  prof  GM  to  share  lrg  7  rm  ap  nr  T, 
shopping,  laundry,  si  pkng  w  sober  non-smkrs.  Call 
524-7705  eves  wknds, _ (13) 

Som.  near  Camb  line.  LF  35  seeks  similar  for  cozy, 
homey,  petless  chem-free  3rd  fl  apt.  with  2(two)  rooms 
for  yourself.  Near  buses  T.  Call  666-3259.  (13) 

LF  32  seeks  LF  20+  to  share  2  bdrm  N.  Cambridge  apt. 
near  Mass  Ave.  Hardwood  floors,  porches.  Smoke  ok. 
$412.50  +  util.  Avail  Oct  1st.  Call  876-7506,  keep  trying. 
_ 03) 

LF36  seeks  LF28  for  pleasant,  sunny  6  room  Roslindale 
apt.  near  T,  with  parking,  small  yard,  cat,  no  smoke 
/drugs,  $312.50  +  .  522-2165. _ 03) 

Two  LF  seek  30+  stable,  cooperative,  considerate  LF 
with  sense  of  humor  for  Cambridge  single  family  house, 
vard,  good  energy.  Non-smoker,  cat  negotiable. 
Oct /Nov  1st.  $208  +  .  354-3399. _ 03) 

SHARE  BRAINTREE  HOME 

GM  couple  mid-30’s  seeks  30+  responsible,  cooperative 
person  to  share  7  room  Braintree  home.  Furnished 
bedroom,  large  yard,  quiet  neighborhood  close  to  pubic 
transportation.  You  must  appreciate  pets,  but  not  have 
your  own.  $300+  1/3  utilities.  849-0968  leave  message. 
_ (12) 

LF  +  GM  seek  non-smoker  for  sunny  2nd  fl  Som  apt. 
Parking,  w/d,  clos  to  T.  Pagan  inquiries  welcome. 
$300+  util.  628-7744. _ (12) 

BEAUTIFUL  CONDOMINIUM 

Professional  female  seeks  same  to  share  besutiful  two 
bedroom  condominium.  Clubhouse,  pool,  tennis,  laun¬ 
dry,  parking.  $400  heated.  Close  to  major  routes. 
1-685-6139, _ (12) 

F,  27,  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (12) 

ARLINGTON  APT  TO  SHARE 

LF,  athelete,  and  law  student  seeks  nonsmoking  LF  to 
share  small  two  bedroom  house  with  fireplace,  off  street 
parking,  yard.  Must  be  clean,  fun  and  like  dogs.  $450+  . 
Call  Kathryn,  leave  message  64 1-2851. _ (12) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

For  South  End  two  bedroom  at  $300  month.  Call  with 
references  at  262-5062.  Over  30  only  please. _ (12) 

WHAT  A  DEAL  IN  WATERTOWN 
LF,  GM,  prof,  student  for  2  bdrm  1st  fl  Les-owned 
home.  Close  to  H20Town  Square,  Mt  Auburn  St  bus 
lines.  Back  Porch,  yard,  fireplace,  hardwood  floors, 
w/d.  Sun  &  airy,  safe,  quiet  local.  No  smoke,  $400  + 
926-7943  now, _ 02) 

Share  sunny  apt  near  Newburyport  Ctr  with  GM.  2 
frpls,  hdwd  firs,  w/d,  prkng.  No  smokers.  $350+  .  Avail 
10-1.  465-2357. 

_ 02) 


3  LF  +  cat  sk  LF  25  +  to  complete  our  home  in  Natick. 
Independent,  active,  friendly,  comfortable.  Has  w/d, 
yard,  woodstove,  pkg.  Easy  access  to  Mass  Pike,  Rte  9 
+  commuter  train.  No  more  pet,  no  smkg.  $325+  util. 
655-8618  eves, _ 02) 


HOME  ON  A  HILL 

Come  share  beautiful  Mission  Hill  apt.  with  me.  my  dog 
&  cat.  Music,  books,  good  food,  plants.  LF  or  BiF 
welcome,  must  be  comfortable  w/both.  No  smoke 
drugs/little  alcohol;  must  love  pets  &  be  30  + .  Back 
porch,  w/d/d.  It’s  a  real  home!  $350  +  .  277-5835. 
_ 02) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Lovely  home  in  scenic  JP  to  share.  3  friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  semi-coop,  LF’s  seeking  4th  for  spacious  2fl  house 
w/front  porch,  lg  kitchen,  hdwood  floors.  Alcohol  & 
smoke  free.  No  more  pets  please.  522 -0637. $220+  . 
Available  now  . _ (12) 

APARTMENTS 


APARTMENT  IN  MEDFORD 

Pretty  2  bedroom  apt  in  woman  owned  home.  Original 
woodwork,  woodfloors,  use  of  washer /dryer.  $750+. 
Cats  welcome.  Call  391-0532. _ (*13) 

WE  RE  BUYING  A  HOUSE 

Large  yard  on  busline,  convenient  to  Boston.  Would 
you  like  to  live  in  this  spacious  3-family  home?  Kathy 
(617)698-0608,  Rebecca  (603)  382-1537.  Available 
November  1st. _ (12) 


PROVIDENCE,  Rl 

Beautiful  3  room/1  bdrm. 
Sunny,  spacious  and  clean. 
Hardwood  floors,  storage  and 
owner  occupied.  $330/mo 
plus  utilities. 

Call  401-941-5697 


OFFICE  SPACE 

Professional  office  space  to  share  with  2  small  lesbian 
and  gay  law  firms,  immediate  occupancy,  ideal  for 
therapist,  accountant,  attorney  or  other  professional. 
Parking,  conference  room,  copying,  FAX,  and  law 
library  available  with  space.  Private  bath.  Call  266-0760 
between  9:00a.m.  and  5:00p.m. _ (12,13) 

RESORTS 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  experience  spectacular  fall  foliage,  party  in 
costume  at  Halloween  or  joins  us  for  the  holidays.  We 
celebrate  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  with  great  food 
and  good  cheer.  With  great  hiking,  super  skiing,  and 
serious  relaxing  anytime,  we’re  here  for  you  year 
’round.  Hot  tub.  Cross  country  skiing  on  our  100 
private  acres.  Downhill  skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby. 
The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeeers. 

New  England’s  Biggest  and  Best  Gay  Inn! 


Ex-embezzler  seeks  HAIKU-ster  with  whom  to 
share  the  ups  and  downs  of  (un)poetic  justice. 
(Please  also  send  any  reading  material,  GCN: 
especially  gay,  poetry  and  sci-fi.  Thanks!)  Mar¬ 
ta  HELM,  04086-045,  FCI-Ver,  3301  Leestown 
Rd,  Lexington  KY  40511. _ 

I’m  23  years  old  and  seeking  a  lesbian  friend  on 
the  outside.  1  would  also  like  to  receive  your 
aper.  Thank  you.  De  MEKALIP,  871748,  401 
'.  Randolph,  Indianapolis  IN  46201 , 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


GCN  GAY  &  LESBIAN  PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  GCNs,  books  (when  they  are 
donated  and  money  for  postage  is  available)  and 
run  free  penpal  ads  for  gay  &  lesbian  prisoners. 
(There’s  sometimes  a  waiting  list  because  of 
limited  space.)  If  you  (outsiders)  can  help  with 
your  time  or  a  contribution  of  gay /lesbian  or  other 
paperbacks,  or  a  donation  to  help  pay  for  postage 
etc.  please  call  Mike  at  GCN  or  drop  by  62 
Berkeley  in  the  South  Find.  Thanks. 


pn£ 


Lesbian  woman  seeks  correspondence  and 

friendship.  Down  but  not  out.  Looking  for 
someone  to  help  me  stay  sane  in  this  insane  en¬ 
vironment.  My  interests  include  the  outdoors, 
reading,  music,  getting  to  know  different  kinds 
of  people.  If  you  take  the  time  to  write  me,  be 
assured  that  I’ll  respond.  Gloria  BARRAZA, 
22485,  WB928,  Frontera  CA  91720. _ 

Tall,  slim,  and  very  vsexy  female  wishes  to  cor¬ 

respond  with  older,  intelligent  persons.  Looks 
unimportant.  Open  mind  a  must.  Robin 
LUNCEFORD,  160885  H-6,  PO  Box  8540, 

Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


like  to  write,  I  tell  no  lies 
ro  any  color,  age  or  size 
>o  give  a  try  and  you’ll  agree 
’m  everything  1  claim  to  be 
\nd  though  my  time  is  near  an  end 
For  years  to  come  I’ll  be  a  friend 
Your  trust  in  me  I  will  not  fail 
So  go  ahead  and  send  some  mail! 

Steve  SIMMONS,  86A  3979  (5-2-34),  Box  367, 
Dannemora  NY  12929. 


My  heartfelt  thanks  to  you  GCN  for  showing  all 
of  us,  inside  and  out,  that  gays  aren’t  just  some 
obscure  group  whose  only  interest  is  sexual.  If 
someone  would  like  to  write,  I’m  a  mature,  at¬ 
tractive,  non-pretentious  gay  male  with  many 
interests.  Please  write.  Jami  JAMESON, 
170-895,  PO  Box  57,  Marion  OH  43302. 

I'm  pretend?  aWined  her*  wWi  i  totol  lack  of  ouukie  oom- 
rmmcatisA.  I'm  really  *  demir.  I’m  i  lonely,  apre*"- 

arm*  who  wo*  to  otabU  a  kwmWiip  wWl  a  takfafc  mb- 
rvtprman.  Rudolph  ALFORD.  I7M71,  Box  4S4W,  Luawtlle 

i  mm. 


WRITERS  of  the  world,  UNITE! 

Writer  of  upcoming  book  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  other  writers  or  academically  inclin¬ 
ed  persons  (inside  or  out).  Not  looking  for  a 
relationship,  just  a  positive  and  literarily  inclin¬ 
ed  friend.  Delanco  KCAY,  86 A  3448,  Box  1245, 
Beacon  NY  12508. _ _ 

I’m  a  boylover  &  gay.  Plain  &  simple.  Have 
been  since  1940  when  my  parents  sent  me  to 
Canada  to  go  to  school  and  be  safe  from 
Hitler’s  bombing.  Now  I’m  in  prison  for  loving 
a  teenage  boy  below  this  state’s  age  of  consent 
(wouldn’t  have  been  against  the  law  in  other 
states  with  lower  ages  of  consent!)  Some  of  you 
may  remember  the  sensational  coverage  of  my 
case  (due  to  my  membership  in  NAMBLA). 
Now,  I’m  in  isolation  being  punished  for  having 
‘too  many  books’  in  my  cell  at  one  time.  Shades 
of  1984.  So  I’m  rather  miserable.  I’d  love  to 
hear  from  GCN  readers  or  any  gay  or  BL  who 
can  imagine  what  a  frightful  place  prison  can  be 
for  boylovers.  Can  you  help  lessen  my  lonely 
agony?  Martin  W.  SWITH1NBANK,  PO  Box 
367,  82A3644,  Dannemora  NY  12929. 

Green  belt  Rung  fu,  with  large  balls  full  of  lote 

of  thick  cream.  Write  sexy  letter,  with  SASE, 
and  let  me  make  your  dreams  cum  true.  Clayton 
WOOD,  194-509,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699 


getting 

it 

together 


[on  prisons  as  non- 
-excellent  piece!  Pris. 
Proj.  note]  you  may  want  to  print.  Let  me  know 
about  my  offer  to  do  artwork  for  you  (what 
kind  do  you  want?).  Also  if  I  could  find  a  pen¬ 
pal,  it  would  be  nice.  Thanks!  Michael  J. 
STOTTS,  17829-034,  Box  1000,  Talladega  AL 
35160. _ 

Longtime  GCN  and  Fag  Rag  artist  and  poet  in 
Missouri  would  like  to  have  a  penpal  or  two  (or 
three  even!)  He’s  a  FAR — OUT  social  critic  and 
a  wonderful  poet  and  artist.  Please  drop  him  a 
line  (if  you’ve  got  a  mind  to).  His  address  is: 
David  E.  Rezabek,  34034,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City  MO  65102. 


The  last  time  I  put  a  penpal  ad  in  I  got  two 
responses:  one  was  an  absolute  sex  freak  (aren’t 
we  all),  and  the  other  just  quit  writing.  (I  don’t 
know  why  but  I  never  asked  for  money  or 
anything.  Maybe  he  was  bored?  Oh,  well...) 
Would  you  please  run  another?  I’m  in  isolation. 
I’m  lonely,  bored,  and  need  to  talk.  Let’s  talk 
poetry,  out-doors,  philosophy,  sex,  biking,  etc. 
All  I’m  asking  for  is  a  few  smiles.  I  plan  to 
return  those  to  you  with  interest!  Tim 
SCAGGS,  119050  ACC,  PO  Box  1000, 
Craigsville  VA  24430. 


g< . 

would  like  to  meet  a  transsexual  or  a  gay  man 
that  has  real  femme  ways.  Race  and  age  unim¬ 
portant.  I  want  a  relationship  so  strong  that  we 
can  be  as  one,  not  two,  and  go  places  together, 
and  share  our  thoughts  and  feelings.  Please 
write.  Michael  CLARK,  189-424,  Box  5500, 
Chillicothe  OH  45601 

I’ve  been  gay  for  the  last  26  years  of  my  life.  I 
just  wish  that  if  once  I  realized  I  was  gay  at  15, 1 
would  have  stated  to  the  world  I  was  and  to  hell 
with  what  everyone  thought  of  me.  Right  now  I 
have  one  person  in  here  who  knows  I’m  gay. 
We  are  lucky  because  we  work  in  the  same  fac¬ 
tory,  so  we  can  talk  to  each  other.  He  has  a 
lover  on  the  strut  who  comes  to  visit  him  twice  a 
month.  1  have  sat  in  my  room  a  lot  of  nights 
with  tears  in  my  eyes  and  a  very  sad  heart 
because  of  the  time  I  have  wasted.  If  you  know 
anyone  who  would  be  willing  to  write  a 
prisoner,  only  for  friendship,  no  money,  please 
give  them  my  name.  Thank  you  very  much.  Bill 
MATTINGLY,  173-945,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe 
OH  45601. 


Gay  male,  29,  Puerto  Rican  and  German, 
wishes  to  correspond  with  someone  sincere.  I 
am  very  lonely.  Also  I  would  like  to  thank  GCN 
for  being  there. to  put  us  in  touch  with  the  gay 
community  outsiae.  Raymond  MARRERO, 
85A-4653,  Box  500,  Elmira,  NY  14902.  _ 

I  am  a  Black  male,  intelligent  dtarming,  caring  and  Krait  looking 
tor  a  tall,  dean,  proportioned  and  well  lady-mannered  h  an— eixiial, 
of  any  ue  or  color,  for  an  everlasting  relationship.  Thai 
da  HOORE,  Mlj Boa  41,  Michigan  City  IN  44340. 


.  Thank  you.  Cur- 


I’m  half  Made,  half  tadn  male  and  would  like  to  receive  letter,  and 
photo,  from  other  gay,  who  would  like  to  riiare  their  thought,  and 
poadhiy  meet  with  me  after  my  releaie.  Franceeto  FERNANDEZ. 
ISA  5102,  Box  B,  Dannemora  NY  l»». 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □ 


CHECK  ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK  ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  I  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 

MIKE'S  GUEST  HOUSE 

STOCKBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Your  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  the  Berkshires  -  open  year 
round  -  singles  and  couples  welcome  -  Call  for  rale  and 
reservations.  (413)  298-4095. _  (17) 

PUBLICATIONS 

THE  PEOPLE 

Marxist  biweekly.  Since  1891.  Indroductory  special  $1/4 
months.  The  People.  (GCN)  Box  50218,  Palo  Alto,  CA 
94303. _ (19) 

BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (£X) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagrec-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ _ (VIS. 21) 

GUARDI  AN:  Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.IOOI  I _ [ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  Wc 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs'  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009, _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info,  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

ORGANIZATIONS 


A  'DIFFERENT'  DRUMMER 

New  England’s  best  fraternuty  for  attractive  men  into 
safe/sane  s/m,  b/d,  etc.  Private  play  room,  confidential 
membership  and  HOT  safe  exploration.  Where  fantasy 
is  reality.  Call  523-3848. _ (12) 

GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 
Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax -deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114. _ (15.30) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  M A  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave. 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:30.  Women's  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 
for  info. _ (14,32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018. _  (14.23) 

MOVERS  ~ 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

£ 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

t: 

236-1848 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-M26 

(IS. 20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (15.1) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7(27  or  322-737}  Pat 

(VIS.  16) 
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Revolutionary  Acts!  Musical  &  Theatrical  Productions  presents 

RONNIE  GILBERT 


Revolutionary  Acts!  is  a  women-owned, 
women-operated  business. 


with  Diane  Bulgarelli 

ASL  interpreted  by  Jody  Steiner 

Sunday,  October  18 
Paine  Hall  7:30  pm 

(Harvard  Music  Building, 

Behind  the  Science  Center) 

$12.50  in  advance 
$13.50  at  door  (General  Admission) 

Tickets  after  Sept.  18  at:  Concert  Charge 
(497-1 1 18);  in  Cambridge  at  New  Words  Bookstore, 
Out-of-Town  Tickets;  Sandy’s  Music;  downtown  at 
Clad  Day  Bookstore;  in  ).P.  at  Food  for  Thought, 
Red  Bookstore,  and  Arborway  Video;  Somerville 
Theater;  Dorchester  Reading  Authority.  By  Mail: 
Check  or  money-order  to  Revolutionary  Acts!,  P.O. 
Box  606,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02238. 

For  information  &  seniors  discount:  661-1252 
TDD  reservations  only:  (617)  492-0935 _ 


diiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiHniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiH*= 

FEMINIST  VOICES  IN  CONCERT 

—  with  — 

1  •  MARY  DALY  /Q  - 

|  •  SONIA  JOHNSON  f\s^7 


SONIA  JOHNSON 

•  ALIX  DOBKIN 

•  CASSELBERRY  &  DUPREE 

SOMERVILLE  THEATRE 

55  DAVIS  SQ„  W.  SOMERVILLE  - 


,'0# 

X, 


'°n  I 


ASL  interpreted 
for  hearing  impaired 


ON  THE  RED 

TKTS:  TICKETMASTER 
(787-70001; 

NEW  WORDS 
OUT  OF  TOWN  TKTS. 
HARV.  SO.: 

SANDY'S.  CAM.; 

WOOD  &  STRINGS,  ARL. 
FOOD  FOR  THOUGHT. 


OCT.  31  (HALLOWEEN)  8pm 


USf\Cmemas 

NICKELODEON 

606  COMMONWEALTH  AVE 

424  1500  _ 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT 

1 :00-2:40-4:20-6:1 0-8:1 0-1 0:00 
Fri  &  Sat  12mid. 


“EXHILARATING! 

A  FILM  SO  FRESH, 

SO  FUNNY,  SO  CHARMING 
IT  AMAZES  THE  HEART.” 

-Judith  Crist ,  mm-rv 


FUNNY  AND  IRRESISTIBLE! 

Sheila  McCarthy  has  traces  of 
Charlie  Chaplin  and  Woodv  Allen.  ” 

—Stewart  Klein,  WNYWTV 

‘WONDERFULLY 
ENTERTAINING.” 

-  Roger  Ebert,  NEW  YORK  POST 

“★★★★ 

-Kathleen  Carroll ,  NEW  YORK  DAILY  NEWS 

-Jami  Reward,  NEW  YORK  POST 


ISN'T  LIFE  THE 
STRANGEST 
THING  YOU'VE 
EVER  SEEN* 
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BOSTON  CALENDAR 
OCTOBER  S  TO  1 5 


5  Monday 

Boston  □  Benefit  for  the  March  on  Washington  at 

Cafe  Fritz,  26  Chandler  St.  9pm.  $5  suggested  donation. 
Buffet/Cash  Bar.  Info.:  426-5605 

6  T uesday 

Cambridge  □  San  Francisco  city  supervisor  Harry  Britt 
speaks.  Harvard  Hall  rm.  104,  Harvard  University.  8pm. 
Info.:  625-0151 

Cambridge  □  Pre-action  meeting  for  the  Gay/Lesbian 
civil  disobedience  at  the  Supreme  Court.  1st  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  Garden  St.  7pm.  Info.:  492-1091 

7  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Feminists  discuss  Bork.'Say  It, 

Sister!"  WMBR,  88.IFM.  7-8pm. 

8  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

9  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  Spm  to  I  Opm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 


1 0  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  singles  discuss  "Why  we 
repeat  our  patterns.”  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  SI.  Info,  Jean,  277-8150. 

14  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  “Women,  Sex  and  Politics”  a  discus¬ 
sion  on  "Say  It  Sister!”  WMBR,  88.IFM.  7-8pm. 

1 5  Thursday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Singer  Henrietta  Robinson  per¬ 
forms  at  the  J.P.  Firehouse  Arts  Center.  Centre  St. 
8- 1  Opm.  Info;  524-3816. 

Framingham  □  “Yes,  Virginia,  there  really  are  les¬ 
bians  in  the  suburbs."  Meeting  of  the  local  National 
Organization  of  Women  presented  by  the  Lesbian  Rights 
Task-force.  Framingham  Public  Library,  Lexington  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  875-2126. 

Cambridge  □  “Native  American  Women:  Red 

Roots  of  White  Feminism.”  A  class  offered  at  the 
Women's  School,  begins  tonight  and  runs  for  7  weeks. 
The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7-9pm.  Info: 
354-8807. 


MARCH  CALENDAR 


CONTINUED 

1 1  Sunday 


Faith  Nolan  will  perform  at  the  morning  rally. 


Morning  rally  coordinated  by  the  People  of  Color 
Task  Force  of  the  March.  The  Ellipse.  9  am. 

The  March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  Step  off 
from  the  Ellipse  after  the  morning  rally. 

Afternoon  rally,  following  the  March.  The 
Capitol. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Groups  of  Greater  Wash.  AA/AI- 
anon.  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal,  730  23rd  St.,  NW.  8:30pm. 
Open  discussion. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  —  UFMCC  Com¬ 
munion  Service.  Lincoln  Memorial.  9am. 

Workers  World  Party  reception.  Quality  Inn/Capitol 
Hill,  415  New  Jersey  Ave.,  NW.  3:30-7:30pm.  Info: 
(202)  667-3957. 

Toy  Box  Tea  Dance.  Less  than  $10.  Info:  Papaya  Mann 
(202)  269-0954. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together  breakfast.  District 
Bldg.,  14th  St.  and  Penn.  Ave.,  8-1  lam.  Advance 
registration  necessary.  Info:  (202)  333-5638.  (Also  see 
Friday  and  Saturday  listings.) 

Presbyterians  for  lesbian/gay  concerns.  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church,  4th  and  I  St.,  SW,  9am. 

Pre-march  Unitarian  Universalist  service.  All  Soul's 
Church,  16th  and  Harvard,  NW,  9:30am. 


Lucie  Blue  Tremblay  concert.  Birchmere,  3901  Mt. 
Vernon  Ave.,  Alexandria,  8pm,  $8.50.  Info:  (703) 
549-5919. 

Affirmation/United  Methodist  for  lesbian/gay  con¬ 
cerns  service,  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  4th  and  I 
St.,  SW  with  Rev.  Rosemary  Denman,  8pm.  Info:  (202) 
667-0008. 

Veterans  Memorial  Service.  Arlington  Cemetery.  9:30 
am. 

NGRA  presents  ‘Dancing  in  DC.’  Washington  Hilton 
with  Thelma  Houston,  Gwen  Guthrie  and  Nona  Hen- 
dryx.  MC  is  Harvey  Fierstein.  $30/advance.  Call  (213) 
650-6200  for  info,  1-800-233-4050  for  tix. 

Post-march  cruise  on  the  Potomac  sponsored  by 
Minn.  March  Committee.  $25/advance,  $30  weekend  of 
march  (price  includes  music,  beverages,  etc.)  Info:  (612) 
822-0127. 

12  Monday 

National  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  Congress  Planning. 

Details  to  be  announced. 

Gay/Lesbian  Groups  of  Greater  Wash.  AA/AI-Anon. 

St.  Mary’s  Episcopal,  730  23rd  St.,  NW.  7:15pm; 
8:30pm.  Open. 

Gay  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics,  Al-Anon.  Church 
of  the  Holy  City,  1611  16th  St.,  NW.  6:30pm.  Open. 

Lesbians  and  Gays  against  Intervention/Mobiliza¬ 
tion  for  Survival  mtg.,  District  Bldg,  I3S0  Penn.  Ave., 
NW.  1 2- 1 5pm.  Details  to  be  announced. 

Agitate,  Educate  and  Organize,  an  AIDS  activists 
event.  St.  Aloysious  Church  at  I  St.,  NW,  9am.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  Info:  (212)  228-2747. 

13  Tuesday 

Civil  disobedience.  Gather  at  the  Supreme  Court 
at  8:30  am. 

23  Friday 

International  Parents  FLAG  Convention.  Through 
Oct.  26.  Info:  write  to  PFLAG,  P.O.  Box  3533,  Silver 
Spring,  MD.  20901. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
BARNABY  FISHER 
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MARCH  ON 
WASHINGTON  EVENTS 
OCTOBER  8  TO  23 


10  Saturday  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Town 
Meeting  on  Sex  and  Politics.  Panelists 
include  Billy  jones  (pictured).  George 
Washington  Univ.,  4-7pm.  Info: 

(202)  332-6483. 


8  Thursday 


San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Historical 
Society  reception.  National  Clarion  Hotel,  300  Ar¬ 
my/Navy  Drive,  Arlington.  7-1 1  pm. 

International  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  coordinators 
conference.  Comfort  Inn.  Baltimore.  Info:  Sam  Haws, 
(213)  656-6554. 


Network  Meeting  for  Seniors  and  Old/Olders.  Morris 
Kight,  (213)  463-3928. 


Sisters  of  One  Eye  Presents  “Living  Strong 
Throughout  the  Land,"  art  performance.  1317  G  St., 
NW  8:30pm  (also  Oct.  10)  $7/8.  Info:  (703)  241-1 IS4. 

Bet  Mishpachah,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Synagogue  of 
Washington  service,  Shabbat  Hol  ha-Moed  Sukkot  to  be 
held  outdoors  under  the  sukkah,  8:30pm.  Info:  Barnett 
L.  Brick.  (202)  833-1638. 


Party  at  the  Clubhouse  Bar  sponsored  by  NCBLG. 
1296  Upshur  St.,  NW.  I -8am.  $10  or  less. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Video  Screening.  D  C.  Space,  7th 
and  E  Sts.,  NW.  2pm.  $3-5  sliding  scale.  Info:  Kiki 
Zeldef,  (617)  625-7882. 

“Dance  Now,  March  Latert"  Benefit  dance  for  the 
March  on  Washington.  The  Onyx,  911  F  St.,  NW 
(Metro-Gallery  Place).  9pm-2am.  $5.  Info:  (202) 
783-1828. 

National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(NCBLG)  all-day  meeting.  Martin  Luther  King  Memorial 
Library,  9th  and  F  Sts.,  NW,  main  conference  room. 
9:30am.  Info:  (202)  265-7117. 

NCBLG  and  People  of  Color  Caucus  of  the  March 
host  workshops  on  AIDS,  grassroots  organizing,  and 
women  of  color.  First  Congregational  Church,  1 0th  and 
G  Sts.,  NW.  IO-5pm.  Info:  (202)  265-7117. 

Lesbians  and  Gays  for  Jackson/Building  the  Lavender 
Stripe  of  the  Rainbow.  First  Congregational  Church  at 
1 0th  and  G.  Sts.  10am.  Info:  Pam  David.  (202)  783-1828. 

National  Association  of  Latino  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ac- 
tivistsgathering,  including  workshops  and  cultural 
events.  I -6pm  First  Congregational  Church  at  1 0th  and  G 
Sts.  In  the  small  chapel.  Info:  Gisele  Mills,  (202) 
783-1828. 

Lesbian  International  Visibility  and  Asian  Les¬ 
bians  of  the  East  Coast  sponsor  presentations  with  June 
Chan,  Trinity  Ordona,  and  Kitty  Tsui.  Marvin  Center  at 
George  Washington  U.,  800  21st  St.,  Rms.  413,  414. 
Foggy  Bottom  Metro  stop.  Wheelchair  accessible  and 
sign  language  interpreted.  Call  Vicki  (301)  946-5484  or 
Nancy  (TTY/voke)  (301)  585-0722. 

The  Wedding.  Ceremony  for  lesbian  and  gay  couples. 
Constitutional  Ave.  at  13th,  2  pm.  Followed  by  recep¬ 
tion  at  Tracks,  1 1 1 1  First  St.,  SE.  Reception  cost:  $25/ad- 
vance,  $35  at  door.  Info:  J.  Carey  Junkin,  (213) 
271-2945. 


National  Assn,  of  Lesbian/Gay  Democratic  Clubs 

presidential  forum.  $25.  Site  to  be  announced.  Info: 
(202)  543-0298  (see  Oct.  9). 

Mid-Atlantic  MCC  District  service.  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  1 0th  and  G  St.,  NW,  6  pm.,  led  by  Rev. 
Troy  Perry.  Info:  (301)  540-4204.  Also  second  day  of 
MCC  conference  (see  Oct.  9). 

Hospice  Assn,  of  America  all-day  conference  on 
AIDS.  $75.  Info:  (202)  547-7424. 

Area  American  Run  for  the  End  of  AIDS.  Arlington 
Cemetery,  9:30am.  Info:  Ruth  Gray  (202)  332-5295. 

Labor  Solidarity  Reception.  AFL-CIO  Hall.  815  16th 
St.,  NW,  4-7pm.  $5-20  donation. 

North  Carolina  Reception  hosted  by  NC  March  com¬ 
mittee.  Dupont  Plaza  Hotel,  1 500  New  Hampshire  NW. 
6-9pm. 

Reading  by  Dori  Anne  Steele  and  Susanna  J.  Sturgis. 

sponsored  by  Womynspace  and  Lesbian/Gay  People's 
Alliance.  GWU  Marvin  Center,  21st  and  I  St.,  NW,  8pm. 
$2. 

AA  Gratitude  Meeting,  Marvin  Center,  21st  and  H 
St.,  NW,  1st  fl  cafeteria.  8-9:30pm,  followed  by  dance, 
I  Opm- 1  am.  $6.  Info:  Robert,  (202)  462-4232. 

Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  4th  annual  dinner. 
Sheraton  Washington,  2660  Woodley  Rd.,  NW, 
$IS0/person,  formal  attire.  Info:  (202)  628-4160. 

Washington  Blade  Open  House/Brunch  for  les/gay 
press  people,  724  9th  St.,  NW,  8th  fl.,  I0am-I2:30pm. 
Info:  (202)  347-2038. 

Reception  for  Virginia  March  participants,  5900  Arl¬ 
ington,  Arlington,  VA,  5-8pm.  Info:  (703)  836-8741. 

CONTINUED  ON 
OPPOSITE  PAGE 
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10  Saturday 


National  Lobby  Day.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  descend 
on  Congress  (also  the  9th). 

National  AIDS  Network  Conference.  Strategies  for 
dealing  with  AIDS  into  the  '90s.  By  invitation  only. 

Vita:  Growing  Up  Queer  in  America.  One-woman 
show  by  Chris  Cinque.  Ethical  Society,  7750  16th  St., 
NW,  8pm.  Tix:  $10.50  in  advance,  $11  at  door.  Info: 
(202)  667-3415  (also  9th  and  10th). 

Free  performance  of  the  Adventures  of  Robin 
Hood  narrated  by  Quentin  Crisp.  Sylvan  Theater. 
6:30pm  (also  9th  and  1 0th). 


“I  am  everything  you  ever  ate”  (A  tribute)  by  Jean 
Vallon  —  see  Oct.  8. 

Figurative  painter  and  printmaker  Jean  Vallon  shows 
her  work  through  Nov.  7  at  Local  1734  Gallery,  three 
blocks  North  of  Q  St.  entrance  of  Dupont  Circle  Metro 
stop.  Reception  on  the  8th  from  6-8pm.  Local  1734  open 
T-TH,  11-5:30,  also  open  Sat.,  Oct.  10,  12-5.  Info:  (202) 
797-9264. 

Ten  Percent  Revue  at  the  Source  Theatre,  1809  14th 
St.,  NW,  also  Oct.  9-12  and  14-17.  Curtain  at  8pm,  late 
shows  on  Fridays  and  Sats.  and  Mon.  the  12th  at 
10:30pm.  $12  and  $14.  Info:  (202)  462-1073. 


9  Friday 


-gal  Protection  for  les/gay  couples  a  forum  at  21 1 1 
jrida  Ave.  NW.  Wheelchair  accessible/sign  inter- 
eted.  8pm,  $2.  Info:  (202)  667-3415. 


World  premier  of  film  “Rights  &  Reaction.”  Benefit 
for  March  on  Washington.  TRACKS  Veranda  Rm.,  1 1 1 1 
First  St.,  SE.  Reception  6:30pm,  screening  at  7:30pm. 
$20. 

National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Librarians  and  Ar¬ 
chivists.  National  Clarion,  300  Army  Navy  Dr.,  Arl¬ 
ington,  l-5pm.  (415)  441-1128. 

National  Association  for  Public  Interest  Law  panel  on 
lesbian  and  gay  rights.  Georgetown  Law  Center,  600 
New  Jersey  Ave.,  NW.  4-5pm.  Info:  (202)  546-4918. 

Roadwork  presents  Casselbery  and  Dupree  and 
Cris  Williamson  with  Tret  Fure.  Lisner  Auditorium, 
730  21st  St.,  NW  8pm.  $14. 

Gay/Lesbian  Groups  of  Greater  Washington  Area 
AA/AI-Anon.  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church,  730  23rd 
St.,  NW.  7:30pm.  Women  only. 

March  on  Washington  Women’s  Dance  and  Party. 
Hung  Jury  Pub,  1819  H  St.,  NW.  10pm.  $3  donation. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together,  7th  anniversary  of 
the  Washington,  D.C.  chapter.  Welcoming  meal.  All 
Souls  Unitarian  Church.  Event  continues  through  Oct. 

1 1 .  Cost  for  three-day  program  of  two  meals,  dance, 
program  and  cultural  event  is.  $50.  Open  to  all.  Info: 
(202)  882-3155. 

Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  4th  Annual  Gala  Din- 
£  ner  at  the  Sheraton  Washington.  Awards,  entertainment. 
Z  $  1 50/person,  formal  attire.  Info:  Philip  Dufour  (202) 
|  628-4160. 

UJ 

|  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Librarians  and  Ar- 
chivists  meeting.  Site,  etc.  to  be  announced. 

National  AIDS  Network  Conference  continues  from 
Oct.  8  followed  by  banquet  at  French  Embassy.  Banquet 
open  to  anyone,  $30.  Info:  Anna  Schultz,  (202) 
347-0390. 

National  Association  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Democratic 
Clubs,  Reception  for  the  March  and  the  Fairness  Fund. 
Continues  through  the  10th  with  forum  for  presidential 
candidates  and  workshops.  Site  to  be  announced.  Info: 
(202)  543-0298. 

Mid-Atlantic  Metropolitan  Community  Churches 

District  Conference.  Best  Western  Hotel,  Arlington, 
VA.  Continues  with  service  on  Oct.  10.  Info:  R.  Adam 
DeBaugh,  (301)  540-4204. 

2nd  International  Lesbian/Gay  Health  conference 
and  AIDS  forum  reunion/reception.  Omni  Shoreham 
Hotel,  2500  Calvert  St..  NW.  5:30-7pm.  Info:  (202) 
797-3708. 


Black  and  White  Men  Together  anniversary  program 
followed  by  banquet  and  dance.  Speakers  include  Paul 
Kawata  of  National  AIDS  Network  (see  Oct.  9  and  II). 

National  S/M  Leather  Conference.  Departmental 
Auditorium,  12th  and  Penn.,  l-6:30pm.  Followed  by  par¬ 
ty  8-1  Ipm,  $5.  Info:  write  NLA,  P.O.  Box  17463,  Seat¬ 
tle,  WA  98107. 

National  Sharon  Kowalski  Committees  Strategy 
Meeting.  George  Washington  University  Marvin 
Center.  8:30am- 1 2noon.  Info:  Tacie  Dejanikus,  (202) 
667-3415. 

Gay/Lesbian  Groups  of  Greater  Wash.  AA/AI- 
anon.  St.  Mary's  Episcopal,  730  23rd  St.,  NW.  7pm. 
Alcoholics  only. 

Essex  Hemphill  &  Wayson  Jones  perform  at  D.C. 
Space,  7th  and  E.  Sts.,  NW.  10pm,  midnight  and  1:30am. 
Info:  (202)  347-1445.  After  show  join  NCBLG  at  Nob 
Hill  for  cocktails,  dancing.  HOI  Kenyon  St.,  NW. 


Roundtable  mtg.  on  anti-gay/lesbian  violence,  Carlyle 
Suites  Hotel,  1731  New  Hampshire  Ave.,  NW,  noon. 
Info:  (202)  332-6483. 

Bet  Mishpachah,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Synagogue  of 
Washington.  Special  service  for  hak-heyl  ceremony  of 
public  Torah  reading.  10:30am.  More  info:  Barrett  L. 
Brick,  (202)  833-1638. 

Town  Meeting  on  Sex  and  Politics  sponsored  by  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  Funger  Hall,  George 
Washington  University.  2201  G  Stree.  4-7pm.  Info:  Sue 
Hyde,  (202)  332-6483. 

Never  Forget.  Dedication  of  cemetery  plot  to  Harvey 
Milk.  Congressional  Cemetery.  1801  E.  St.,  SE.  I  lam.  In¬ 
fo:  Ken  McPherson,  (415)  441-7613. 

Networking  Meeting  and  Planning  Conference  of  the 
Legal  Field,  Capitol  Hilton,  South  American  Room. 
More  info:  Michelle  Zanos,  (202)  667-2330. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Bands  of  America,  Let  Freedom  Ring 
concert.  DAR  Constitutional  Hall,  8pm. 


"My  memories  of  the  '79  march  are  so  total¬ 
ly  high — all  the  different  people,  the  ones  in 
drag  really  being  out  there,  the  baton 
twirlers.  This  had  a  spirit,  a  culture,  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  its  own.  It  filled  you  with  joy  and 
pride  even  though  those  were  very  hard 
times  for  gay  people.  ” 

— Nancy  Wechsler,  Boston  lesbian  activist 
and  ’87  march  organizer 

It  was  October  14,  1979,  the  tenth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Stonewall  riots  and  the 
one  year  anniversary  of  Harvey  Milk’s 
murder.  Mass  demonstrations  had  squelch¬ 
ed  California’s  Briggs  initiative  to  expel  gay 
and  lesbian  teachers.  But  Anita  Bryant’s 
successful  Dade  County  discrimination 
drive  had  sparked  anti-gay  referendums  in 
Wichita,  Kan.,  Eugene,  Ore.,  and  other 
cities.  Two  violently  anti-gay  films.  Cruising 
and  Windows,  were  playing  across  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  fledgling  Moral  Majority  was  just 
beginning  to  feel  its  power. 

The  string  of  attacks  on  the  community 
prompted  uprisings  in  numerous  cities  and  a 
grassroots  push  for  a  national  show  of 
strength  and  solidarity.  Organizers  hoped 
the  march  would  be  “an  event  so  important 
it  will  propel  lesbian/gay  liberation  forward 
in  a  way  [we  haven’t  seen]  since  the 
Stonewall  riots.”  A  blanket  demand  called 
for  “an  end  to  all  social,  economic,  judicial, 
and  legal  oppression”  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  The  march  was  initially  opposed  by 
many  mainstream  organizations,  including 
the  now-defunct  Gay  Rights  National  Lob- 


GCN  at  the  1979  March. 


hindsig 


Glimpses  of  79 

In  the  era  of  Briggs  and  Anita  Bryant, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  took  their  first  trip  together 

to  Washington 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 


by  and  the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  now 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 

Fierce  debates  about  the  number  of 
marchers  erupted  in  post-march  coverage, 
with  estimates  ranging  from  60,000  to 
250,000. 

Over  600  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color 
also  gathered  that  weekend  at  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Third  World  Lesbian/Gay  Con¬ 
ference,  held  in  conjunction  with  the  march. 
Black  lesbian  activist  Barbara  Smith,  who 
will  speak  at  this  year’s  afternoon  rally  said 
then  of  the  conference,  “There  were  so 
many  Black  and  Third  World  lesbian  and 
gay  people  there.  It  was  one  of  the  few  times 
I’ve  been  to  an  event  where  I  didn’t  feel  I 
was  in  the  minority.  That  was  really  gratify¬ 
ing.... ”□ 


Genes 

Continued  from  page  14 

known  as  the  Marburg  virus  among  the 
human  victims  and  the  monkeys.” 

Further  questions  can  be  raised  about 
genetic  engineering  and  AIDS.  Some 
children  are  born  without  any  immune 
capacities  (the  Bubble  kid)  and  organ 
transplant  patients  are  given  drugs  which 
suppress  their  usual  immune  responses  and 
make  them  susceptible  to  the  opportunistic 
diseases  common  to  AIDS.  The  Chemical/ 
Biological  Warfare  scientists  have  studied 


such  responses  carefully.  Genetic  resear¬ 
chers  postulate  that  each  individual  mam¬ 
mal  has  specific  human  leukocyte  antigens 
(HLA).  “The  HLA  markers  are  products 
of  a  cluster  of  genes  on  chromosome  6 
known  as  the  major  histocompatibility 
complex  ( histo  means  tissue).”  MHC  (Ma¬ 
jor  Histocompatibility)  “is  the  master  con¬ 
trol  region  for  the  immune  system,  our  in¬ 
ternal  security  agency  that  recognizes  and 
defends  us  against  viruses,  bacteria,  and 
other  disease-causing  agents.”  (Baskin,  The 
Gene  Doctors,  49)  English  researchers  have 
found  that  people  with  AIDS  all  share  a 


protein  in  common  and  they  argue  that  the 
difference  between  responses  to  the  virus 
are  genetic  {Nature,  16  July  1987). 

Robert  Lederer  suggests  that  the  CBW 
people  are  less  competent  than  many 
theories  would  suggest.  In  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  and  thorough  review  of  current 
theories,  Lederer  has  tracked  down  a  Fort 
Detrick  official  reference  to  AIDS  research. 
The  Philadelphia  Daily  News  (February  18, 
1987)  quoted  a  colonel  who  said  that 
“studies  at  the  Army  laboratories  have 
shown  that  the  AIDS  virus  would  be  an  ex¬ 
tremely  poor  biological  warfare  agent.” 


(Covert  Action,  Summer  87).  (See  also 
Lederer  in  GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  40)  The  col¬ 
onel  later  repudiated  the  quotation; 
however,  his  words  demonstrate  that  the 
Army  if  it  did  not  invent  AIDS  has  con¬ 
templated  using  it  as  an  agent  of  war. 

Parts  11  and  III  will  discuss  chemical  and 
psychological  warfare. 
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